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INTROBXTOTION. 

Visitors to the seaside frequently complain of the want of amnsement 
and occupation there. I will endeavour to suggest a source which will 
supply at once amusement, occupation, and instruction. Most people are 
fond of flowers, and many there are who know something about them ; but 
how few among them know anything about seaweeds I The object of this 
book is to call attention to the beauties of marine vegetation, and to help, 
by means of accurate and characteristic illustrations, to the recognition 
and appreciation of the many lovely plants which either in thoughtlessness 
or ignorance people cast aside or tread under foot as they wander on the 
seashore. 

The vegetable kingdom is classed under two grand sub-divisions, 
described by botanists under the terms Phomerogamia, or flowering plants, 

* and Oryptogamiaf or flowerleas plants. In flowering plants are recognised, 
in all periods of life beyond the earliest, two distinct kinds of the product 
of the growth ; these are an axis or stem, and leaves and flowers, the latter 
being succeeded by the perfect development of special organs containing 
the fruit or seed of the plant. In seaweeds there is no corresponding 
arrangement of seed-producing organs, the axis or stem only is represented, 
but never clothed with leaves and floral organs capable of producing seed 
vessels. The stem assumes a remarkable variety of forms, in some 
instances simulating those of perfect leaves, but never presenting that 
distinct separation into leaf and stem, such as we observe in the chaiac- 
teristio structure of flowering plants. The leaf-like and branching expan- 
' sions of seaweeds perform at once the office of stem, root, and leaf, and 
represent what in the oryptogamic division of plants is termed “ frond.” 

Seaweeds, like all other plants which belong to this great sub-class, are 
reproduced by a simple kind of seed called spore, in which (so scientific 
botanists say) no embryo or rudimentary plant exists at the period when it 
is thrown ofl: by the parent plant. Thus the term “ spore ” is now applied 
to the reproductive bodies of all flowerless plants, while that of “ seed ” 
specially belongs to the ovules of all the Phamrogmia, or flowering 
plants. The spores of seaweeds are produced in variously-formed capsules, 
which in some are borne on the branches, and in others are immersed in 
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membranaoeoua expansions. Their form, situation, and oharaetoristio dis- 
tinctaons, ^1 be My described in connection with the figures of snooies 
which will form the illustrations to these pages. ^ 

There is one fact wMch makes the study of cryptogamio botany 
pecuharly interestxng, and that is that a large portion of fossil regeUlion 

nroITl 

Lv grander and more highly organised individnals than 

HiLb ^ The celebrated 

Hugh Miller informs ns that fossilised alg® were not discorored until so 

fpooids, or kelp-woods, 
f n“ “ Shropshire. In the ancient Lowo^ 

Sitans of Dumfnesshire, these rook weeds were so abundant that they 
tore produced large tracts of anthracite coal sercral feet in thicknoss 
£s ” W ? “ Chords, fawm, or popularly, “dead mens’ 

7 k'^own to thepatoontologist 

as PalmcUrda or ancient rope. The well-known “ Carrageen moss " of 
toe Irish had also a Lower Silurian prototype, and our Fud or rock kelp- 

Malrerns in fact, toe Thallogens of toe earHest periods of vegetation 

sr.?i:”.zrr “ 

^ systematio arrange. 

Zenf k Tf ’’y arrived at ^r 

present knowledge of marine vegetation, I should certainly weary the 

pages is based on toe system of toe late Professor Harvey, of Dublin as 
^cenfly revised by Professor Agardh, the celebrated Swe^sh algolo^st! 
These ad^ble botamsts have distributed too algm into three We 

Stof tt '^®S‘>"5’ed as follows: First, or simplest fn 
point of Btmotoe, CUorosperrme, mostly grass-green, but varyi^ooca- 
aoMy to ohve, purple, or other tints ; Mdanospermem, olvo^green 
^metimes mohnmg to yellow or brown-olive ; and Btodosp™. roS 
with every variety of pink, red, or brown-rod tints, sometimes purple but 
v^rarely green These three great sub-divisions are seSdinto 
orders, genem, and species. The Chlorosporms consist at present of six 
twenty.three genera. The Melanospenns of si orders and 
to^five genera, and the Ehodosperms of thirteen orders an.l sixiy.six 

r i, ■ ® which, as Dr. Harvey says, formoriy included the 

toheus,mnowlitotedto toat large group of flolricss pwS W 
sfatote the otoractestio vegetation of the waters, too moriuo division of 
which IS now popularly termed seaweeds. 

oeU”tor floworioss plants, Uving in or 
the rotos 0 ^ hl£i! Z 
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plant from being driven about and destroyed by the action of the waves ; but 
as no vessels of absorption have hitherto been discovered in the roots and 
stems, it is evident that seaweeds do not derive their nonrishment from the 
substance to which they are attached, for indeed they are found growing 
luxuriantly alike on iron and floating timber, on rocks and shells, on the 
carapaces of crabs, and even upon each other, in the latter case without 
any detriment whatever to the species on which they are parasitic. The 
roots or holdfasts in some are a flattened or slightly conical disc, in others 
branching and clinging fibres, and in the Lamina/tice or oarweeds, especially 
as the plants advance in growth, a series of grasping processes are thrown 
down from the stem, which adhere so firmly to the rock that it is extremely 
difficult to detach them. 

The algae, or seaweeds, consist entirely of cellular tissue— little mem- 
branous sacs or cells of various forms, with walls of different degrees 
of tenacity. These minute cells are empty or filled with granular 
organised matter, which divides and developes new cells ; these again 
divide and produce others, and thus by this cell splitting, branches 
and spreading fronds or leafy expansions are produced, each order of 
cell-division proceeding according to the 
laws of growth of its own species. The 
cellular tissue of which all seaweeds 
are composed presents several varieties. 
The most common form of cell is that of a 
cylinder, genbraUj much longer in propor- 
tion to its breadth, and when such is the 
case the cells are attached end to end, 
forming threads or filaments, numbers of 
which, branched or otherwise, make up 
the frond by becoming firmly attached in 
bundles. Many of the simpler kinds of 
seaweeds are made up of threads or strings 
of cells, some of •which are elaborately 
branched, others unbranched, yet through- 
FihmmiofConfervatortuosa. out the whole plant the cells or joints are 

Fxalsl unbranched 

or colowed). 
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X , V , Hnds from the tips of the cells of those 

wSa. ^ beneath them, or from the upper side, as 

well as from the tips of the joints in the 
branching species. A portion of a filament of Conferva tortuosa (Fig. 1) 
and a branchlet of Cladophora 2) will illustrate the 

simple cellular or jointed structure of branched and unbranched filaments. 
Polygonal and other forms of cells are found in the leafy and membranous 
species, the particular forms being in most cases due to cell-pressure 
during growth, some adhering very closely together, and accommodating 
their forms to the spaces they have to fill, while in others the cells are set, 
as it were, within a transparent gelatine, each cell being completely sepa- 
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rated from its neiglibottr by a byalme or cobarlott spots or hmilm* Tte 
contents of tbe cells wMob gwe to tbe plants tbtir rarioiw hum mi ter»id 
ebdocbrome or obloropbyll, and It is from tMs colouring matter In eon* 
neotion with a partial metamorphosis of certain portion# of mme 
that the fmotification of seaweeds is prodneed* Of the turfons hmm of 
frnotifioation and other partionlars connected with the dlfforeiai 
of reproduction I shall speak as occasion arises. Thus much, howff I 
may state at once, that in speaking of the reprodaetlfe bodlei ^ *i5«y| of 
the green plants, the term ** zoospore,” in addition to that of apre, wlh be 
occasionally used, the word zoospre signifying animal seed, from ' 
pouiiar movements it exhibits in the water by means of the dlamente with 
which it is furnished. 

When examined by tho microscope, the spres of most of the seaweeds at 
the time of their emission from tho colls of the prent plant are found to 
be clothed with very minute hairs, tho constant vibratile motion of which 
causes them to move about with the greatest activily. “The little 
spore,” says Professor Harvey, “ whilst contained within the mother cell, 
commences life by knocking continnally against the walls of the in'closuro 
until it has bnrst through them into the surroun^ng water, and tlion with 
many gyrations and rapid changes of place it swims aboil by means of the 
cilia with which it is clothed, untE it finds ll can 

rest and attach itself. Once fixed, or apparently »tilW 
its youthful wanderings are over, and its seemingly 
cease. The cilia are absorbed or perish, and the vegetalble oSlule is»» 
mences the growth natural to its kind, and finally becomes a plant 
resembling the species from which it sprang.” A spore is rep3eesente<!, of 
course very highly magnified, by the little oval figure (Fig^ S) In the gr^nip 
of diagrams. 

Among the various uses of seaweeds in the economy of nature, especially 
among the green plants, is that of the power they pssess, although In a 
small degree, of contributing to the^ purification of the water in which ^hey 
Hve. This is due to the oxygen which is generated in their 
tissues, from tho carbonic acid which they absorb from the surrounding 
water. Few marine animals will Hve long healthily in the confimmiont of 
aqnaria, unless the water be properly supplied with growing plants of 
and other green seaweeds. 

In an interesting little work on British Seawe^jds, by the ktf^ I^r, inns* 
borough, I remember readingan account of a rebuff given to an imthu.Hiahiic 
young student by a professor of botany, to whom ho had shown thccamtetiU 
of Ms vasculum, after a day’s gathering on the sea shore. “ Pooh, pooh, 
sir,” said the old gentleman, “ a parcel of seaweeds— pah.” Nice 
ment this must have been for a botanic student, perhaps an mvlimnt 
algologist.f This reminds one of the “AZya riliop” of tin? wUl 

Boman poet-terms of contempt for tho beauties of tho deep, whieli, I 
suppose, must be forgiven, in consideration for tho glorions versus wlilcrh 
4he speaker, has be^iiicathod to us. However, as regards the old pmkmtit 
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of botany* it is very probable that the extent of his acquaintance with sea- 
weeds was limited to the rejectamenta of the sea ; for the rebuff referred 
to took place some sixty or seventy years ago, at which period a knowledge 
of seaweeds was very scanty indeed ; numbers of species which are now 
familiar to every collector had not then been discovered, the dredge was 
hardly in use, and the microscope was in its infancy. Things, however, 
are very different now, and there is really no excuse for people who may 
desire some acquaintance with marine algse, talking of the difficulty of 
finding beautiful plants, of learning their names, and of mounting and 
arranging them. I have very often been appealed to for information as to 
the best method of acquiring knowledge on this subject, and my invariable 
advice has been, as I write it once more, read some standard work on sea- 
weeds in the first place, study the figures of the plants, for indeed good 
illustrations are indispensable to a perfect comprehension of the best des- 
criptions of species, and then go and gather the flowers or weeds of the 
ocean, call them what you will, and he or she must be a churl indeed who 
is not quickly fascinated with such an occupation, which not only brings 
h^th unsought, but elevates the mind, and thus by pointing through 
nature up to hfature’s God, enlarges man’s ideas of the wisdom, power, and 
goodness of the Creator. 

I have often been amused to see the strange, not to say absurd, mistakes 
made by beginners in naming their plants; and I doubt not many a 
botanist as well as myself has been provoked at the disinclination so 
frequently evinced by amateur collectors to anything approaching study 
by means of the microscope, as though it were possible to acquire know- 
ledge in botanical pursuits without its help, or at least that of a good lens 
or magnifier. Look, for instance, at the Qla^phora, to a few of which I 
shall call the reader’s attention by means of my figures of magnified 
branohlets. True, an experienced algologist knows at once what is the 
species he has before him, but he did not ahjoayslnxGW it, and, although the 
eye soon learns to detect differences in appearance, knowledge of specific 
distinctions among the filamentous aud delicately-branched seaweeds can 
only he acquired by means of the microscope. 



SECTIOK I, 



CHLOBOSFEBMEiS. 

Qreen Seaweeds* ^ 

AMom the most abundant of tbe oommon species of seaweeds ate two* 
Ulva laiissima and Por^hyra lamUata, wMcb form together* when pm-- 
pared and potted, the laver of commerce ; the latter, although Wonpng to 
the chlorosperms, in accordance mth its system of frnetih<^tion, is 
brown, or sometimes a lurid purple. There are seTcrsd tolerably well- 
defined species of each of these plants, some of which are found abundantly 
on rochy shores, while others are somewhat rare. The species moat com- 
monly met with is Ulva latisskm (Fig. 5), or the very broail Ulva,or 


Fio. 5. ma latmima. Fia. 

amiliarly, lettuce weed or green laver. This species is found on all shortH 
and in all latitudes, except in the Arctic regions, though even thi» a small 
stunted species called Ulva crispa is sometimes mot wuih. The frond <if 
Vha is ddioately membranaceous and of a bright colour ; 

in form it is usually a broad, rounded oblong, from 6ln. to Idlii. loag , liten 
very much waved at the margin, and attached to the rooks by a 
minute disc. The spores are usually arranged in groupa of and »» 
scattered over the whole frond. 
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situations, and sonfetitnp« o-cr/i • plant. It grows in similar 

cluster of fronds from 6in to St consists of a 

tapering graduany to the bwe IhefronTs^^’ “ 'width, and 

and waved at the margin and the whni ^i“! wery much curled 

oolonr The fmnflSrS^’ “ - ^®^® ® grass-green 

-CwH:h^r ?wo deheateLmLnes^Z 

once leaf-like and tubnlar. To ordinn “® 

strong resemblance to Vmi-ti -u ^ observers, this plant bears a 
Gxeville,ofS^gh “deed, Dr. 

its double fflembrane!forminra?w 

«orpAa. Colleotors, howevel rfL a vo^'mc nmrt'’'® 
specimens of these nlanta wiT] n/vf t, ^ ^ practice in comparing 

them ; Enteromorpha inUstimUs beinrLwv^t'Tl'’"^*^ ^ distingoishing 
strioted at interv^s ■wUlJmT r somewhat oon- 

laciniata, bears a strikLo. r^L w * *!*® •Pon>%ra 

ward form, but in its fmoUfi +i’ ^ not only in out- 

spores. Trader the ’ 

to be divided into seoments or sonn™ ^ membrane of the plant appears 
in fours, aud within these sanarssi groups of cells, regularly arranged 

in the illustration (Fig. 4). ®P“«s> ^ seen 

and eaten with lemon iuioe or ^ “ ’’“ilsd 

agreeable in flavour, a^d were it wholesome, but 

sailors mdribit cono’er^gl^^at 

might become a valuable Lcle^f Z^S^d^ ®®^’^®®d 
vessels aud voyagers in the Arfi^ riS It uL 
is clothed with its dark brown fronds T ”®“;‘y.®we>7 marine rook 
(Hg. 7) is Porph/ra mXgwria a much nmro f •“ °“f “^'“stration 
mnoh longer, and very graoefdllv war- d ®j®®®“f species, being narrower, 
what like Dfou some- 

from the ordinary green tint of tb« ^ ^ singular departure 

bciBg,iutheHSSrtattwt“TTl*"!." 

on paper changes gradually to a fine tmrnir drying aud mounting 

border tttls t geZVtw 

«e purple, or sometinles ioliuerto St-d a t 

=is»-:ri;rioZ?rzr„r ^*,”-2 
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to be included in the Chlorosperms or green seaweeds ; and ibis is anotlier 
instance of the necessity, as already pointed out by me, of some little 
book-learning at first, otherwise many a pretty plant will bo passed by 
unheeded or overlooked. The species in question consists of a bundle of 
purple silky filaments, several inches long, unbrancliod and very narrow 
throughout their whole length. The broadest filaments of this dolicato 
plant, nnder the microscope, are seen to bo tubular, and to contain four or 
five rows of granular cells, a form of structure which connects these plants 
with the Ulvacew, otherwise to the ordinary observer, they would appear to 
belong to the Qonfervee, a genua of green unbranched plants which I will 
describe presently. 

The SnteromorjplicB, of which two common species make their appearance 
about high-water mark clothing rocks and stones with a Hli|)pery venture 
of shining green, have been the cause of many a tumble to the mi wary 
pedestrian on the sea shore. I have heard those predty green jdantH some- 
times called sea-grass” and mermaids’ hair,” and, indeed, bouh* of the 
rarer and finer species may well bo termed merraaids’ hair or H(‘a hair. 
But first I must describe the two species that are met with evtfrywltere, 
and these are llnteromorpha intestinalis and E. coni 2 m;sm. The former 
grows in tufts, and is simple, or unbranohed ; each frond is tubular, airl 
somewhat constricted here and there, and in form resembles the intestino 
of an animal, hence its specific namo^ but E, comprmsa (Fig. 8) is a 
branched species,, and is compressed or flattened at the margin. These 
plants are very variable in length and width, the jSlaments of some 
specimens being very narrow, while others are as broad as Ulva iinzai and 
very dark in colour. The largest specimens of Enieromorpha always 
appear to me to owe their unusual sise to the action of fresh water ; I 
have often seen specimens of E, mtestinalis, as well as Ulva 
growing in streams which were scarcely even brackish, more than 2ft. in 
length, and of such breadth that they appeared like large green bags 
floating in the water. The structure of the EnUromorphm is very similar 
to that of TJlm ; the whole frond is beautifully reticulated, the cells being 
arranged in fonrs, or multiples of that number, the endochroma or colouring 
matter of which at maturity is converted into spores. The fronds of thene 
green plants are often found partially white, and sometimes wholly so. 
This is due not only to incipient decay, but because the spores have broken 
away from the cells, leaving the membrane of the plant colourloHH urul 
unsightly. Then is the time to look for certain rare microHcopic paraMkw, 
some of which have their special habitat on decaying fronds of EnUre. 
morpha, as well as on those of the Vhim, In addition to these two well- 
marked and easily recognised species, there are several others, more or 
less rare. Among these, the most interesting probably is the species called 
E. clathmta (Pig. 9). It grows abundantly in the rook pools all about 
Torbay, hut being a summer annual, it loses much of its bright green colour 
towards the end of September, and soon after turns to a brownish yellow* 
In all stages of its growth the fronds are extremely slender, very much 
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branohed, and set throngbont with short, spreading, or recurved ramuli or 
branoHets. 

There are several species of MnUromor^ha, which, to ordinary observers, 
so strongly resemble each other that reference to the microscope is 
absolutely necessary to distinguish them. At the head of these stands 
JEnieromorpJia clathmtay mentioned; the others are now classed as 
varieties of this species, but, although^! intend to figure only one of them, 
chiefly on account of the grace and beauiy of the specimen I possess (which 
is also highly characteristic of the species), I will endeavour to point out 
certain peculiarities of growth in each of them, so that they will be more 
readily recognised by inexperienced collectors. I therefore direct the 
reader’s attention to the figure of K LinMoma (Pig. 9a). The frond is 
about 6in. or Sin. in height, with a distinct main stem, throwing out along 
its whole length branches several inches long, smaller in diameter than 
the main stem, and hearing in their turn a second and third series of very 
finehair-hke branches or filaments, all of which spread out, but incline 
upwards. > JE. erecfa has also a distinct main stem, but the branches, which 
are set on each side of the stem, are more regular in length and are clothed 
with finely attenuated ramuli, which taper to a needle-hke point. In 
K ramuloscb, the main stem is less definite than that of the two former 
species, the fronds are tufted and the branches, which are numerous, hut 
of irregular length, are bent, or somewhat curved, in various directions ; 
the ramuli are short and bristle-like, and are set without order on the 
branches from the base to the tip. The fronds of aU these species are all 
more or less reticulated like a tessellated pavement, and within the cells 
of the surface the spores are formed, generally in groups of fours. JE. 
comucopicB is a singular species (if, indeed, it really be a species), usually 
found on ComlUna ofLcinaUs and other algae. In early growth the fronds 
are like little elongated bags, which soon break at the apices and expand 
into the form which has suggested their fanciful specific name ; some 
botanists regard this plant as merely a form of Ulva lactuca^ which, in the 
young state of that species, it certainly very strongly resembles. Other 
smaller and rarer species of EnUromorpha are known under the names of 
distinguished botanists, and these are E, Balfsii and E. EopkirlciL There 
is also one other variety of E. clathrafcb known as E. percmsa, 

E, LinMmaj E, rcmulosa, E. erecta, and E. ^ercursa were formerly 
regarded as distinct species, hut are now considered as variations of 
E. clafhrata. .The differences in character are hardly appreciable to any 
but practised botanists, hence a partioular description of all of them is 
scarcely necessary, at least in a popular account of British seaweeds. 

The genus Conferva formerly included a large number of green plants 
branched and nnbranched, but it is now confined exclusively to a definite 
number of filamentous algm, which are made up of masses, more or less 
4;’’’Hed or matted together, of strings of cells or joints, which increase in 
length, either by a species of budding from the terminal cells of the fila- 
ments, or from a continual division of iheold cells in the centre. The latter 
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mode of growth is most ge»eral amoitg the Cmfervm proper, which ara all 
tmbranohed. Eeooitrse to the mierosoopo is necesBary for m ox&minatioii 
of their structure, aud also to Identify spedea. mse nirnplo plants 
are propagated by aoosporesjwhioh . ■■ /' • ■ ■ ■' 

are formed from the granular eon- 

tents of the cells, or from the whole / ^ \ 

mass of endochrome or colouring tf r y 

matter of one or more cells being I 

concentrated into an enlarged cell | 

and forming there a sporangium or S^r %C 

spore - bearing conceptacle, from w 

■which, on the perisbing of the old ' ' 

plant, new. individuals are propa- ' ■ 

gated* l^ig. 10 represents a por~ 
tionof ahlament,highiy magmided, 
oi Gonferva Toungana) thB oetttml 

Joint of which contains a binate 
sporangium. Fig. 11 represents j 

portions of two filaments of the j 

same species, highly magnided. • 

Most of the Gonfervm inhabit | 

fresh water, and are found abun- 

danidy where'ver stagnant water Gmferva litrtuma^ 

Ues, the oxygen which they oontinnaUy throw off into the air, helping 
to nettle the noaons effects which would otherwise arise from decaying 
regetotion in the water beneath them. The marine species of Con r,rtn are 
not now very numerous,- one of the most common perhaps is Cmi/wwi 
iwtwm, weU represented in the Ulustration (Fig. 12 ), a magnified filament 
which was enured on p. 5 (Fig. 1 ). This spocios is mostly parasiUe 
on old stems of the Fm, near high water mark 5 but the masse,s of its 
entangled tortuous filaments are so inextricably interwOTCn, that it is 
useless attempting to separate thorn. The name Cfmfnma, is from t!»- 
Latin OonMrmmnare, to oonsoHdate, the ancients having made use of 
masses of these plants in binding up wounds and fractured limbs. 

mong the Confervta there are two species tiy no means nneftmini.n, 
which at a cursory glance strongly resemble each other, osjxscially whwi 
they arc seen growing in the water. One of them, „w,, is found 

on ssnd-eovered rooks aboni half-tide lovol. growing in a tuft of eroet 
tats from 3m. to to. in length. The articulations or joints of the 
^entsawabout as long as broad, and the whole plant, though hawh 
to the tonoh, los^ its rigidity, and Bos prostrate as the tide teJdos from 
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tide. All the articulations, except the lowest, are about twice as long as 
broad, the endochrome or cell contents being of a dark green colour. A 
plant of this species is represented at Z>, and beside it, three joints from the 
centre of a filament. 

■ The long filaments of 

this species are gene- 
rally few in number, and 
are set some little dis- 
tance apart, while those 
of G, oarecb are more 
numerous, and grow in 
tufts closely packed to- 
gether. I have described 
these two plants under 
the names by which they 
have been long known, 
but I must inform my 
readers that their generic 
name now is Ohceto- 
morpha, which is at once 
significant and charac- 
teristic, as having refer- 
ence to their bristle or 
hair-like appearance. Of course a good lens is indispensable in examining 
these minutely-jointed plants, otherwise specific distinctions cannot 
possibly be understood and appreciated. For ordinary purposes a watch- 
maker’s eye-glass is sufficient, but to those who will take the trouble to 
acquire its use, a Stanhope lens is the algologist’s true vade mecrnn. 

I now come to the puzzling hut beautiful sub -genus, Gladophoraf or 
branch-bearers. All the plants belonging to this family are branched, 
some most elaborately so j several species are very rigid and exceedingly 
difficult to display on paper, becoming often so entangled and interwoven 
as to tire the patience of the most expert manipulator. They are pro- 
pagated by a conversion of the granular contents of the joints or cells 
into zoospores, which, upon being oast loose from the cells of the plant, 
swim about like so mms "tinj (rnmalpulos. The process of development 
in the zoospores or reproductive hoffies of the Oladoiphora is so exceed- 
ingly interesting, that I direct the reader’s attention to the group of 
figures (13,14,15), which represent the different stages of development 
in the endochrome or cell contents of Gladophora Icetevirens. Fig. 13 
represents a highly magnified portion of a filament at the moment that 
the terminal joint has formed a kind of wall or line of division, this being 
the first step in the process of cell division, and which results in the 
separation of the endochrome into two portions. Beside it (Fig. 14) is a 
filament with the cells and zoospores fully developed. On the upper and 
right wall of each cell is a slight projection, or expansion, of the cell 


Fio. 12 a. (a) Conferva cerea, and portion, of filament 
magnified ; (b) Conferva melagomum, and 
three cells magnified. 



13, 14, 16. Clado^phora laeteovrens. 
Stages of development in the 
endochrome. 
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wall, whicK soon yields to the pressure from within, is finally ruptured, and 
through these minute orifices the zoospores make their way into the water. 
The ruptured filament on the right (Fig, 15) is empty ; three zoospores 
only are seen in the lower joint, five ciliated zoospores represent the 
active state of these bodies, and the two below represent tho quicHcont 
stage before germination. The ramification or mode of growth in tho 
Cladophora, may be studied from an examination of the branch of QlaiU* 
phora BuicMnsm, p. 6 (Fig. 2). 0. Iwtevirms (d, Fig, 21) or the pale 
green CladopTiora is one of the most common species of Qlad&plma. met 
with on rocky shores. It grows in densely tufted masses very profusely 
branched, and beset on all sides with lesser branches and branehlets. The 
species in the illustration (Fig. 16) is 0. diffusa, a loosely branched plant, 
rather rare, and the easiest to represent accurately in a drawing of any 
of these delicate algse. Terminal branehlets of two other rare species are 
represented in Figs. 17 and 18, C, rectangularis and C, falcata s the 
former being easily recognised owing to its branehlets and ramull, all 
being set at right angles throughout the whole plant; the latter having 
branches shaped like sickles, the branehlets being curved in the same 
direction as their primaries and mostly on the inner or curved side. Thera 
are several other pretty species of this family, and among those which are 
parasitic on other alga may be mentioned the little cotton-like species 
known as 0. Imosa, which grows near the forked tips of a dark-red plant 
called Pol/yides rotwid/us. I once found this tiny species in a beautiful 


Fia. 16. Ciadopfuim diffum^ 


pooUt WHteaad Bay, neap Plymouth, growing on JPolyitUs in mah 
imon that the floor of the pool seemed as though it were carpeted 
g^n yelyet. Among the many species of Clado- 
W whoh I am tempted to describe, there is one which I may mention, 
ongh bnefly, beoauae it is met with yery frequently about half-tida loyei. 
owin. m rock pools and nnder the shade of the larger algse. Its name is 
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adhere to paper. Therefore, 
the best way in preparing* it 
for the herbarium is to mount 
it on paper in the usual man- 
ner in sea water, and after it 
IS partially pressed and nearly 
<5ry, to immerse it, paper and 
all, in skimmed milk, and 
then dry and press it as 
before, after which it will 
adhere closely to the paper 
for an indefinite period. 

To general observers, many 
of fhe Oi/adop/j/ortt look won- 
derfully alike, all of them 
being more or less bushy and 
excessively branched, and 

. p:r 

. An examination of at least terminal branoUets witb a g<^a 

lens is absolutely neces- 


y auchena velutim (ramuli with 
vesicles). 


3?iCf, 20. CladophoTa Orfdtct, 

“ *• m. 


sary, and thus they will 
all be found to be more 
or less abimdantly dif- 
ferent. I have selected 
a few species, which are 
most likely to be met 
with, in illustration of 
my remarks, and beeanse 
I think that my figures 
of magnified branches 
will help students to 
distingnish their charac- 
teristic ramification or 
mode of growth, and the 
peculiarity of branching, 
as well as the differ- 
ences in the form and 
The 
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beautifully arched outline, but it serves to convey a very ??ood general 
idea of the appearance of growing plants of this genus. 

Let me now direct the reader^s attention to tho group of drawings, 
Kg. 21. Letter a is the terminal sprig of Cladophora pellucida, I d(,!B(:rihe 
this plant as among the dadophomt though, I regret to say, it has been 
removed from that genus, and it is now, I believe, tho only Briilsh 
representative of the genus Leptocysteci>, It is most easily reoogniHod, not 
only by its perfect regularity of branching, but by there being only one 
long cell or joint between each furcation or forking of tho branches. 
Almost all the branches are set at rather acute angles emotly opposite to 
each other on the sides of the stems, and tho terminal ramuli are single 
jointed, much shorter than the other articulations of tho plant, and three 
in number. All the branches of this species are stiff and wiry, and the 
dark green endochrome in tho joints is surrounded by a pellucid or 
colourless border. Letter 6, is a lateral branchlet of 0, tupestfis* In 
all states of this plant the colour is a very dull dark green, and the 
branches and ramuli are stiff and harsh to the touch j tho ranuficaiion 
is very regular, and, once having had its characters pointed out, tho 
student will have no difficulty in recognising the species. Letter c 
embraces two filaments, one is a terminal branchlet of the protiy species 
0. arcia^ in which the joints are about thrice as long as broad, tho other 
represents a portion of the lower parts of the plant in which the articula- 
tions are pretty nearly of equal dimensions. This is a favourite species 
with collectors, as it adheres very well to paper, and preserves ihs fine 
glossy green in drying. Letter d is a terminal branchlet of Q, Imimmem* 
In this species the articulations are of very great length in proportion to 
their breadth. In early growth the plant is a fine bright green, which 
becomes gradually paler as it advances towards maturity. This is one of 
the commoner forms of marine (JloMphova, and is identical with the fresh- 
water species, QladopTiora ghmerata. Letter s is a terminal sprig of 0. 
refractat one of the most bushy and densely branched of the genus, Tim 
young student may study this drawing for some time ere ho will carry in 
his memory the variety displayed in this one terminal sprig of C. refrada. 
If, however, he chance to find tMs species, he may easily identify it by a 
comparison with my figure, which, like all tho others, has been drawn 
from the living plant as accurately as possible. There are several other 
species of this beautiful tribe of seaweeds, some of which are minute and 
others rare; among the latter is the fine species Oladophom Rudolphiarm^ 
a specimen of which I possess, bnt I have never found this species on tho 
English shores. It occurs only, I believe, in Boundstone Bay, and in one 
or two other stations on the coast of Ireland. 0. grmilis is one of tho 
most delicate and beautiful of the genus, 0, firada is an exceedingly 
bushy plant. 0. alUda is a fine species, but turns to a pale whitish green 
In drying, whence ifcs specific name, 0. jteaosa is a pretty species with 
wide-spreading branches. 0. BalUana is a tolenabiy well-marked species, 
C. wnciotMSf as its name implies, is about an inch in height and grows on 
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rooks, while 0. lanosa, of a similar size, is usually parasitic on other algae, 
as abeady described, 0. glaucescens is a beautiful species, occasionally 
reflecting glaucous tints, as referred to in its specific name* C. QcuUyWt 

■ Macallana, Browmij 3,nd. 

two or three others, com- 
plete the list of British 
species of this genus. 

The curious genus 
Codium contains some 
very remarkable species, 
two of which, except that 
they grow generally in 
masses on the surface of 
rocks, rarely attract the 
attention of ordinary col- 
lectors, and are certainly 
not common; but there 
is one species which is 
among the most singular 
of seaweeds, and that is 
Codium luTsa, the Purse- 
like Codium. This plant 
but, as coi- 


ls very rare ; 
lectors may unexpectedly 
meet with it, some little 
description of the curi- 
osity may not be amiss. 
Its habitat or place of 
growth is on rocks, near 
low water mark, and its 
appearance is that of a 
round 


hollow spongy 
ball, from one to several 
inches in diameter. The 
whole plant is made up 
of a very closely inter- 
woveu mass of tubular 
filaments, giving to the 
plant the appearance of 
a round green sponge. Many years ago I used to find this very rare 
and curious species growing on one rock only, at the very verge of 
low water between Brighton and Eotting Bene, and but that the 
little “mermaid’s balloons,” as I once heard them called, were green, 
one might liken them to the well-known puff-balls of the field. The 
species moat commonly met with is Q. tomentosum (Pig. 22). This 
plant is also singularly like one of the branching sponges. The stem 


Branchlets of •O'lado'phQra. 
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and branolies are soft and pliable, and are invested with a sort of «Umj 
grelatine very similar to the viscid animal coating: of living nponges. 
Indeed, it is owing to this peonliar feel of the frond that tlio genus was 
named from the (xreek, xuhov, or skin of an animal. The illustration 
shows the mode of growth in a frond of 0. tommtomm. The brandies are 
generally divided in a dichotomons manner ; In other words, regularly 
forked up to the tips of the divisions, and sometimes the branches throw 
out here and there short lateral ramuli or branehlets. The structure of 
this plant is entirely filamentous, the centre being composed of long string- 
like colourless filaments or fibres, while those which radiate horkontally 
around them are club-shaped, of a dark green colour, and invested with a 
thin layer of colourless slime. Bark green vesicles cont||iiing the fruit of 
the plant are borne on the sides of the club-shaped filaments. In mounting 
this species on paper, care must be observed that heavy pressure be avoided 


Tig. 22. Codium fommiosum. Fm. 23. ckwbi. 

until the water is all drained out of the frond, otherwise it will a^lhero to the 
linen covering, or break ofi in pieces, and the specimen will 1)6 dcBiroyed. 

The genus Vaucheriaf named in honour of M. Vaucher, a dwtinguisluf^l 
Trench botanist, contains a few very interesting but minute green pkatn, 
and were it not for the dense masses in which most of the species grow, 
they would be constantly overlooked or disregarded. Some of them arc 
parasitic on other larger algm, but they are more gen(?rally found m the 
muddy sea-shore, or on mud-covered rocks ficxjdofi by the tide. The 
species named Vmcheria veluHnaj is a summer anniuil, and consists of a 
dense mass of branching filaments, colourless below, font above, of a 
fine green, and of a delicate velvety texture. The branches, which are 
most intricately interwoven, throw up their little green tips an inch or so 
above the surface of the mud in which they grow. The fructifi<.‘ation 
consists of a dark-green mass of endochrome contained within a little 
stalked round vesicle, which sprouts from the side of the emd 
branches, a short distance below the Mps. This is well §0011 in the 




group of magnified filaments at Mg. 19. In the species F. clavata, 
which is frequently found in fresh water^ growing in little cushion-like 
tutts, the fruit is formed and perfected in the tips of the filaments, where 
the dark-green granular matter is consolidated, and becomes separated 
from the lower portion by a diaphragm or colourless space. This separated 
mass, which is somewhat bent in at the centre, forces its way through 
tip of the filament, and moves about by means of vibratile cilia, until it 
has fixed itself, when, by lengthening at each end, it gradually assumes 
the characteristic form of its species, and thus a new individual is produced. 
Mg. 23 represents the little club-shaped tip of a filament, the reproductive 
body forcing its way through the ceH wall. The stems and branches of 
aH those pretty little green plants are entirely devoid of joints or parti- 
tions, being tubular from the base to the tip of the branches — hence the 
term SiphonacecBf the name of the order to which they belong. 

The most attractive species among the Siphonacece is unquestionably 
Bryopsis plumosa, very well represented in the illustration (Fig. 24), from 
plant taken at St, Leonard’s several years ago. The fronds of this pretty 
green plant arise several from the same base. The plumose or feathered 
portion is generally confined to the npper half of the fronds, and always 
terminates them. Occasionally in very luxuriant specimens, the fronds 
are feathered very nearly to the base, and throw out lateral branches which 
are beset again with numerous little plumes, until the whole plant presents 
the appearance of a bnnch of delicate green .feathers. Every frond of this 
species is a continuous tube containing a dark green very minutely 
granular matter, and it is from this fluid endochrome, when cast loose 

from the plant, that the 
species is propagated. This 
lovely plant usually grows on 
the shady side of rook pools, 
and generally under shelter 
of some of the larger or mem- 
branous algae. This reminds 
me not only of 
groups of 
in every rock 

in particular near the end of 
the Southend, pier, where 
many years ago, in 
seaweeding days, I 
first specimen of Bryopsis 
plumosa I had ever seen, 
growing in company with a charmingi filamentous Bhodosperm, and a 
finely iridescent plant of Ohond/rus or cam^een moss. On the occasion to 
which I refer , the rainbow tints thrown off by this plant, mingled with the 
green of the Bryopsis, and the crimson waving branches of its other com- 
panion, formed a submarine picture of the utmost grace and beauty. The 
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decided rarity of tbis genus is tbe very delicate species B. hypnoides. I 
have found tbis plant at distant intervals of time and in widely different 
situations. For instance I met with it at Plymouth about twelve years 
ago, and in tolerable plenty ; but in subsequent visits to the same locality 
I never saw a single 
specimen of it. At 
Torquay I hunted for 
it in vain for three 
seasons, when all at 
once I discovered it 
by the merest chance, 
growing in a rock loool 
at high water mark 
near the abbey rocks 
in Torbay. Tbis ap- 
pearance and dis- 
appearance of certain 
species of seaweeds is 
certainly very remark- 
able, and opens out a 
wide field of specula- 
tion on the probable 
causes of this singular 
caprice in tbe growth 
and irregularity of 
appearance iff marine algae. I have endeavoured in vain satisfactorily to 
account for it, but experience has pointed out to me two probable causes. 
In the first place I consider the disappearance of some species of rare sea- 
weeds is due to tbe rapacity of inconsiderate collectors, who, when they 
meet with a rare plant, instead of being content with a portion of it, and 
leaving sufficient for the chance of its bearing spores, and thus producing 
a new crop, ruthlessly sei 25 e every specimen upon which they can lay their 
hands, and thus the species is lost, at least for a time. Tiiis, I am con- 
vinced, is the most general cause for the disappearance of mvie speci<jH, 
and another may probably be due to the fact that the plants, although 
growing in tolerable luxuriance and abundance, may not have been iri fruit, 
and consequently perished without having boon able to propagate their 
"■ species.,"' 

The genus Bry apsis is ordinarily represented by the Justly-admired 
species Bryopsis plumosa. Its companion, B. hypnniiles (Fig. 25), is equally 
beautiful, much more delicate in its growth and general appearance, and is 
certainly a rare plant ; indeed, I have heard more than oitie collo<,;tor doubt 
that it existed otherwise than as a hook species, or, at most, a perumnent 
variety. One autumn I took one solitary specinion of the little geui, 
leaving a considerable portion of it still growing on a plant of Corallino 
officinalis, in an out-of-the-way rock pool. Tine following season X was 
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rewMded for my forbearance by finding in tbe same rook pool and in 
another adjacent, quite a submarine plantation of this rarLn’d lotely 
eUorosperm. _ The dlustration is from one of the specimens of £. hypnoi^s 

abundance-at least in Torbay-its beautiful but much more generally 
companion The little plumes of this species are extrem£ 
driicate, the ramuh are longer and more attenuated, and the whole 

StloT tWh with less regularity, than 

There is a very o™us plant which grows in immense quantities on some 
sandy shores, usuaUy m shallow places, but sometimes eriending into deep 
T^ter, and from such situations it is oast ashore after storms, a^ rS 
along the be^h ID great abundance by the in-flowing tide, forcibly remind^ 

“ a iiew-ly mown field. The name of 
^s plant IS Zostem manna, Uterally “ sea ribbon,” but commonly 
known as <‘gmss wrack.” from its great resemblance to wS 
of ^asa. Zosfem manna, although growing in the sea, is not a sea- 
weed at all, but m reali% a plant with proper roots, deriying nourish. 

Zd* grows, and bearing flowers, foHowed by 

seed. Its structure IS yery peculiar, forwithin the beautiful green enyelope 
of itslong nbbou-hke blades, a series of white fibres trayerses theplaL 
throughout, but too brittle or wanting in tenacity to be of any real or 

permanent value as an article of mannfactizre. During the 

when the supply of cotton failed, attempts wer”TaS to“ ImC 
marine product, but, I believe, with very partial success. I haye not 
considered it ne^ssary to figure ttis plant, but as, from its abunTar^e 
collectors are certam to meet with it, I haye given the above brief desS 

X^logy "" ®“«“ee of 

Aniong ae many parasitic green seaweeds that are more or loo= 
abundant, there are three or four species which must be describAd b 
for toe benefit of amateur coUectors, who oto^^^rL^r 
sionaUy pusried to make out certain curious tufts of shL 
which infest some of the plants they gather for preservation. ^ S 
these parasitic alg» are beantifnl microscopic objects, especially when 
they are ezamined fresh from the water, but their forms are 
simple, and their structure so delicate that they shrink in drviTio* 
almos past hope of identificatiom On a future o'ccSn I ly^^,T 
call +Tf«^d““^ tecnbe ^ these minute plants, but at present^ ^ 
call the reader s attenboa to a few only of the moat common species snoh 
toalwC^^ obtain to be fonnd on decaying Ceram«mLw J 
shallow pools, and on toe terminal branches of BaHohys and other Fnoi or 
rook-weeds Among toe latter toere are two sp'eciL heloSg to toe 
genus Jjynghyd, which I have found very frequentlv infestf-no* fTia + • -i 

^chesof Hamrysji^uosa, or toe “podded sea-oak;” one of toem 
Lynghya OanwhaeTM, is represented in Pig. 26. It is fonnd sometonea 
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growing on floating timber, and also on rocks, where its bright grass- 
green filaments, 3in. or 4in. long, are onryod or twisted together in exten- 
sively interwoven masses. Under the microscope the endochrome at 
maturity presents a series of beautifully distinct lenticular or lens-shaped 
cells, which finally burst through the tubular envelope, and reproduce 
the species. Part of a magnified filament is represented at a, (Pig. 27) j 
a ripe spore is escaping from the terminal cell. The genus Lynghja was 
dedicated by Pr. Harvey to Hans Christian Lyngbye, a Banish naturalist, 
and this species was named in honour of Captain Carmichael of Appin, in 
Scotland, who discovered it. tynghya majuscula, very well represented 
in Pig. 28, is the largest of this genus, and strongly resembles, except in 
colour, long tresses of curling hair. Collectors sometimes call it “Mer- 
maid’s hair.” It usually grows on muddy rocks between tide marks, but 
the finest specimens are • -.V' . . 

thrown up from deep- 

water. The filaments, ^ ) \ 

which are densely inter- | . ^ ' ^ ^ 

appearance of a bundle ^ 

endochrome is of a dnU 
green or sometimes in- 

is composed of nume- 

broken, and sometimes 

joints, as seen In the [ | 

two portions of mag- — ==r========j^ 

Bified filaments at b, Ka. 26. isnjfcsa Cem«tel«. 

Pig. 27. Lynglyafiacca is another not uncommon species, being found 
on Oeromium mhrwm and other algss ; but the filaments are so extremely 
fine, that it is next to impossible to represent them satisfactorily in a 
drawing ; however, enough has been said of the plants of this genus to 
call the attention of collectors to a class of interesting species, too fre- 
quently disregarded simply because they require microscopic examination 
for an appreciation of their beauties, or because they are unattractive as 
book specimens. 

The genus CahtJwWy or “ beautiful hair,” as its name literally signifies, 
contains some remarkably beautiful but very minute plants. The filaments 
of one of them, Qaht’ktm semi^lmaf seen at a, (Fig. 29), when magnified, 
singular appearance, the little tubes being, as it were, varie* 













ents of CahtJirix semiplena ; (b) Cah- 
thrix confervicola. 





guted, owing to the endoohrome being separated here and there by empty 
the tobes were indeed only half fuU, a character so 
pecnhar and constant, that it is referred to in its specific name. CaMhrvc 
con/ereicoio mfests some species of conferva, and also other small 
shallow tide pools. This plant is composed of little star-like tufts 
more than a quarter of an inch long, but crowded on the branches of 
seaweed, on which they are parasitic to such an extent, as sometimes to 
obscure e^ery Po^on of it but the root. Little tufts of this parasite are 
represented at b, in Pig. 29, growing on Ceramium rubrum, and above it are 
two cells of the ceramium with the basal part of three filaments of 
Calothrw highly magnified, to show its simple structure 
There are several other species of CaUt/vrhi stUl more minute and not 
common as C.confermcola,&na in addition to these two last described genera 
there are some others containing very interesting species; hut as several 
of them are found chiefly in brackish ditches oftener than in the sea, and 
ot era are inhabitants of fresh water streams or the margins of waterfalls, 
8 a , or the present, bid adieu to the Chlorosperms, and enter in 
next section on a description of the Melanosperms or oUve seaweeds. 


SECTION II, 


MELAKOSPlBME^Ifl. 

QUmSmimeds. 

The olive aeaweedsj though much less numerous than the red, greatly 
exceed the green plants in numbers as well as in size ; and, although some 
few of the red and green weeds are used as articles of food, and for other 
purposes, the Melanosperms bring by far the largest revenue to man. As 
manure for the land nearly all kinds are equally serviceable, but in the 
manufacture of kelp, which is a coarse or impure carbonate of soda, the 
Fuci or large rock weeds, are especially valuable, while the various species 
of Laminaria, in combination with the Fuci and other olive weeds, yield 
mannite and a large amount of iodine. On the west coast of Ireland the 
poor peasants are almost entirely dependent on the seaweeds which are 
cast ashore, for manure in the ctiltivation of their potatoes ; and in the 
Channel Islands, the “ vraicking season (as gathering seaweeds is called 
there) assumes the importance of a hop picking in Kent. In Norway, 
and in the north-west of Scotland and Ireland, some of the Fuci, such as 
F. serratus (Fig. 36) and F. vesimlosus (Fig. 37), are dried as winter 
provender for horses and cattle. On the south coast of Devon I have 
occasionally, while out on my algological excursions, seen a herd of cows 
descend from the fields to the shore and browse on the Fuci with 
great avidity. 

The name “ Melanosperm or black seed is applied to that large 
class of olive-brown plants, several species of which, such as the well- 
known Fuci or Kelp weeds, are eharacteristic of most rocky Khor<js ; 
they form the leading feature of marine vegetation from high-water mark 
to half-tide level, while the Laminariw or groat oar weeds, are rarely 
uncovered by the tide, hut vegetate from extreme low- water mark to 
several fathoms deep, where they form a broad belt of marine vegeta- 
tion, usually termed the Laminarian zone. In clear weather, whem the 
water is undisturbed, the long strap-like fronds of these sea weeds may 
be seen waving to and fro as the observer passes above in a boat. 
The gigantic algse of the ocean depths are all olive coloured, and to 
these our largest Laminaria is but a pigmy, for the great JScreocydis of 
the Pacific Ocean is said to have, at maturity, a stem 300ft. long, 
bearing at its summit a huge barrel-shaped air-vessel, terminating in a 
tirft of about fifty forked leaves, each of which is above ‘i^Jft. in length. 
The largo air- vessel supports this immense frond in the water, aiid here 
the Lutra marina, or sea otter, rests himself or hides among the leaves, 
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while he pursues his fishing. The alga which attains the greatest length 
on the British coasts, is that remarkable plant called Chorda Jilimn 
("Fig, 49), or sea rope, often found in deep water, from 30ft. to 40£t. in 
length. Many an expert swimmer has lost his life while bathing among 
its slimy but tenacious fronds, whence its popular name in some loca- 
lities of dead men’s iines.’* 

Though most of the Melanosperms are oHve coloured, especially when 
fully grown, many of them turn to a pale green, and others to a bright 
verdigris green, either when decay sets in or in drying. This is par- 
ticularly observable in the young plants of the various species of Laminaria^ 
all theT DesMarestim^ several species of JEctocarpus^ and some others, a 
peculiarity which at first misleads young collectors, who imagine from 
the green tint of their mounted specimens that they have gathered 
Chlorosperms ; however^ egepenentia docet 

As all works on marine algm commence with descriptions of the various^ 
species of Sargassum^ or gulf weed, some mention of this remarkable plant 
will naturally be expected here ; but it is not a British seaweed, and 
only occasionally wafted to these shores, collectors rarely meeting with it 
anywhere but on the south coast of Oornwall, and even there mere frag- 
ments or seaworn specimens only are picked up among the rejectamenta 
of the sea. There are a large number of species of Sargassum in various 
parts of the world, but that which is known as gnlfweed,” is the floating 
species Sargassum' hacciferunif or berry-bearing sargassum, the so-called 
berries being really air-vessels which serve as floats to support the 
on the surface of the water ; and it may be remarked that the vast fields of 
seaweeds which were first described by Columbus when he crossed the 
Atlantic, and which seriously impeded the progress of his small vessels, 
are met with at the present day in very nearly the same situation, 
floating plants are not propagated by spores, but by gemmae or buds; 
sprouts, in fact, that are thrown out from all sides of the old plant, thus 
continuing the life of the plant rather than reproducing it ; those species 
only which grow on rocks being propagated by spores, which are produced 
in clusters of stalked receptacles. 

The genus Fucus differs from all other orders of melanosperms in having 
their spores or reproductive bodies attached to the walls of conceptacles 
or spore cavities sunk within the substance of the frond, and communi- 
cating with the surface by means of a pore or minute opening. In F 
vesictdosus (Pig. 37) these receptacles are filled with a slimy or gelatinous 
matter which, under the microscope, is found to be a beautiful network of 
jointed fibres (Pig. 30), and witbiu the round Imllow conceptacles which are 
immersed in the jelly-like masses, the spores in some, and antheridia in 
others, are produced- The endochrome, or whatever the spores consist of, 
is at first simple, or consisting of a single body or substance, but it 
subsequently divides into two, four, or even eight sporules. The antheridia 
are borne on branched filaments, wMch are also attached to the walls of 
conceptacles, but on separate plants, and these antheridia are filled with 
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active granules or sperroatozoids, wliicb, upon liberation from tbo antlie- 
ridia, swim about by means of two vibratilo cilia with which they are 
furnished, until they find the spores, around which they swarm, and 
upon which they finally settle, fertilisation of the spores being the result. 
The little ciliated bodies having performed their office, perish, and the 
spores begin to germinate and produce new plants of the species from 
which they sprang. 

The process of development, in the sporules of Fucus vesiculosus^ and 
some others of this genus, is so extremely interesting that I will give a 
brief description of it in directing the reader’s attention to the accom- 
panying illustrations. Fig. 30 is a vertical cutting of one of the con- 
ceptacles of Fucus vesiculosus, showing the network-like filaments of 
which the fruit-bearing portion of the frond is composed, and the interior 
of the conceptacle or spore vessel ; the spores in various stages of develop- 
♦ment seated among projecting filaments, and atttwhed to the wall cells of 
the cavity, the pore or opening above being their means of exit. Fig. 31 
contains more highly magnified portions of the filaments and cells, sepa- 
rated from the conceptacle, to show the 'gradual development of the 
spores, each of which is enveloped in a double transparent membrane. 
The under figure to the right represents the ruptured membranes, the 
spore having escaped into the water. In Fig. 32, on the left, is represented 
a spore fresh from a conceptacle, still enveloped in its double membrane, 
and exhibiting lines of separation into eight portions or sporules. The 
three next figures represent the complete separation and gradual develop- 
ment of the eight sporules, which assume by degrees a spherical form, and 
draw the inner membrane which incloses them upwards until it presents 
the appearance of a wine glass placed within a glass bowl. The central 
figure in the under line represents the sporules arrived at maturity, having 
ruptured the filmy membranes, and dispersing into the surrounding water. 
On the right is a sporidium, containing developing sporules and surrounded 
by spermatozoids. Fig. 38a represents a tuft of branched filaments from 
another conceptacle, several cells or joints of which are converted into 
antheridia filled with antherozoids or spermatozoids. The large round body 
(6) beside it is a spore, and ciliated granules are represented around and 
upon it, These minute objects are the spermatozoids, which under the 
microscope appear to he of oval form, hut pointed at one end, having an 
orange spot in their centre, and being furnished with a filament at each end, 
by means of which they swim about until their brief existence terminates. 

On rocky coasts or wherever seaweeds abound, the various species of 
the genus Fueus occupy the greater part of the shore from high-water mark 
to some distance below half-tidie level, and thus as they are the first te> 
engage the collector’s attention, I will describe some of them at once. 

High up on the rocks, sometimes even above the reach of the tide, but 
moistened by the spray apd dash of the waves, grows the small but 
protty species F, camUculai-m {Fig., 3 4). In some situations, where it is 
abundant and in fruit, the rocks upon which it grows present the most 
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picturesque appearance j the olive green of the channelled fronds of this 
species mingled with the golden tint of its clustered seed vessels, produces 
the most charming effect. The tufted fronds of this species are from 2m. 
to 6in. high, and are channelled on the upper side, but it has neither air- 
vessels nor midrib like some of its congeners. The fruit is contained in 



Pig. 35. Fvcu^ nodosus. Pig- . S6. Fmus sermUis, 


oblong wedge-shaped receptacles, which are produced at the tips of the 

branches ; our illustration is from a fruited specimen. The root, as in ^ 

most of the Fuci, is a slightly conical disk, which adheres very firmly to ' I I 

the rocks precisely in the same manner as a pneumatic bracket. Descending ^ I 

a short distance from high-water mark, the observer very soon meets with I 

F. nodosus (Fig. 35), or the “knobbed wrack, which is stunted, and -i ' I 

sparingly provided with air vessels until it is found in situations where it 

can float on the surface of the water for a considerable part of the day. ' ? 

Such specimens when fully grown are above 3ft. or 4ft. long, and the > J 

air vessels which swell out at intervals along the stem and branches are s' | 

often fully as large as a plover’s egg. These air vessels help to sustain the 

heavy fronds in a floating position, and when the tide recedes, and the 

plant is spread out on the flat rocks on some shores, pedestrians are ^ I 

often startled at the popping sounds under their feet as they tread on the 'i f 

air bladders of this rockweed. The illustration shows the plant in a fruited 

and barren condition. The fruit is contained in roundish stalked vessels of f 

a bright yellow colour, which spring from both sides of the branches. The 1 

fronds have no midrib, and are quite smooth and glossy. The rare species I 

F. Maclcaii, ia fonnd on the west coast of Ireland and Scotland, though T | 

not to my knowledge on the English shores. It is intermediate between 

the two foregoing species, and is easily distinguished from both by the ^ 

form and position of its fruit vessels, which are pendulous, and are ; 

produced near the base of the branches, F. sermtus (Fig. 36), or the ; ' 
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” toothed rockweed,” is the moat easily distingiiishedj and is the hand- 
somest of its tribe. Although very variable in length, breadth, and 
colour, its regularly toothed or serrated margin affords a ready means by 
which this species is recognised at once. Air-vessels are absent in this 
species, but it has a very distinct midrib. The frond is fiat throughoixt, 
and the fruit is produced in receptacles which terminate the branches. 
Our illustration is from a very characteristic but barren frond of this 
elegant species ; the plant from which it was taken grow on the inside of 
the Plymouth Breakwater, and was upwards of 6ft, in length. F, cera- 
noides, or “ honied- wrack,'" is one of the rarities of this group, and is 
found most frequently in situations where a fresh water stream runs into 
the sea. Its substance is far less tough than that of the other Fuci, and 
the whole plant is thinner and more delicate, both in the growing state and 
after it is dried. The midrib is very narrow but distinct, and there are 


no air-vessels. The fruit is produced at the tips of dichotomous or forked 



branches, which are set alternately along the sides of the main stem. The 
most abundant species of this group of seaweeds, which may be termed 
par excellence the “ kelp- weed,'" since it is more extensively used in 
the manufacture of kelp and iodine, than all the other species of Fuci 
put together, is F, vesicaloms (Pig. 37). I| is extremely variable in size and 
appearance, so much so in fact, that some writers have constituted varieties 
to characterise peculiarities of form. Specimens growing in salt marshes 
and near high-water mark, where they are only occasionally covered by the 


Fm. 37. Fucus veMohW. Fki. im. HalUlynn mliqmm., 

sea, are very narrow in the frond, and often destitute of air- vessels ; while 
those which grow in rook pools, or whore they are constantly within the 
influence of the tide, and frequently submerged, are provided with numerous 
air-vessels, which are set in pairs, one on each side of the midrib. Plants 
which vegetate in such situations are often found from throe to four feet 
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in length, and although, like all the Fuci whioh turn nearly black in 
drying, F, vesiculosus, in the living state, and during the fruiting 
season, is of a fine olive, inclining to green, the midrib being very distinct 

and of a darker tint, the air- 

■ vessels a pale yellow, and 

the terminal receptacles, 
which are elliptical and 
somewhat wart-like, are a 
bright orange. The illustra- 
tion shows the situation of 
the air-vessels on the frond 
to the left. The lateral divi- 
sion on the right is termi- 
nated with receptacles. 

Halidrys siliquosa (Fig. 38) , 
or as its name literally sig- 
nifies, “ Podded sea oak,” is 
and very interest- 


a curious 

|| | |||| [ |I B|BmBmB ing plant. When c&st ashore 

IfcMB IlIBHHBBilBMBBHBBiBl water, this is a 

BBl III I I HM iiW . very handsome species, and 

much to be regretted 
that in drying, it not only 

1 i^ggg jtg fine olive tint and 

fi«.39. Fycwpl.ycustvhm^vtatus. becomes perfectly black, but 

in the course of a short time after it has beeu put away in the herbarium, 
the salt whioh is retained in its densely cellular tissue, oozes out of the 
pod-like receptacles and disfigures the specimen. The only way to avoid 
or to check this annoyance, is to soak the plant in fresh water for some 
hours before drying it, and then to place it between towels and keep it so 
for some time before finally drying and pressing it. Our illustration is 
from a terminal branch of a plant which was about four feet in length. 
Tlie fronds arise from a small expanded disc, and vary in length according 
to the depth of water in which they g^ow. A stunted but pretty variety, 
about a foot in length, is met with in rock pools about half -tide level. 
Tbe fruit is produced in long- stalked receptacles, whioh are somewhat 
constricted at the septa or divisions, the seed-vessels being made up of a 
series of chambers having distinct transverse lines of separation, each 
siliqua, or pod, being terminated by a macro or projecting point. 

Another curious species of fuous, of a fine clear olive colour which 
turns black in drying, is the plant called Pycnophycus tnhercwlatus^ 
in Fig. 39, the fronds of which are from lOin, to 14in, high, rising from 
creeping fibrous roots whioh spread over the bottom of rock pools, and in 
some situations form perfect little submarine groves- Air-vessels are 
represented rarely present in this species, but when they are, as seen in 
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of the tubercled reeeptaele which l3ontains the spores, and is itself com™ 
posed of very compact cellular tissue. Professor Agardh inehidos tins 
species with some others iii a group which he calls FucocUum, but 
at present I have thought proper to describe it under its generally 
known name. 

The genus Oystoseira contains some species which are tolerably 
abundant, at least on the southern coasts of Britain. The generic 
name of this gronp indicates a chain of cysts or bladders, of which 
the branches of all these plants are chiefly composed. The roots of 
ail are thick and woody, the stems are short and cylindrical, and are 
beset on all sides by numerous slender branches variously divided 
and clothed throughout with little spine-like ramuli. In our illustra- 
tion of the species, C. ^ricoides (Fig. 40), which is very heath-like 



(whence its specific name), the air-vessels are very small and are pro- 
duced near the tips of the branches. The receptacles are also terminal 
and spiny. The fronds are from 1ft. to 2ft. high, and when seen 
growing in shallow pools with the sun shining full upon it, the whole plant 
is beautifully iridescent. Young collectors who see this brilliant alga for 
the first time, are naturally enchanted with the exquisite glaucous tints 
which it reflects, but their delight is quickly dispelled, for upon removal 
from the water, it is found to be of a dull brown olive, all the full rich 
tints of blue and green, *more like the phospholescsent gle^s .tibat flash 
from some of the marine animals than any vegetable oolonni> vanish 
the moment the plant is removed from its native* element. 0. fibrosa. 


FiOr, 40. Cystoseita eificoid&St Fio, 4L Ci$losi'im Jtbrma, 

very well represented in Pig. 41, is a handsome and very well marked 
species, Tlie air-vessels are laj^er than in any other British species, and 
are produced in succession along the branches, but at some distance from 
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the tips. ^ The receptacles are filiform or string-like, and are produced 
at some distance beyond the air bladders ; the branches being all set with 
one or two series of slender ramuli ; those which clothe the tips being 
long and bristle»like. Specimens thrown up from deep water on the South 
Coast of Devon are often above 3ft. in length. C. gramdata, which 
IS not so common as the two foregoing species, may be known by 
the briinches, which are long and very, slender, having a hard bulb-like 
knob situated at the base of each of them. In the species C. /<Em. 
cxilacea, these knobs are absent, and the branches are long and very 
slender, and towards the base are generally bare of ramnli, but in the 
upper parts are clearly set with numerous bushy, much divided, secondary 
branches. All the species are natives of the southern coasts; they are 
perennial, and are in perfection during the summer months. 0. harhaia 
IS a very doubtful native of these shores. It is usually included 

in the British lists, but I have never 
seen or heard of a specimen having been 
taken in a growing state on any part of 
the coast of England, It grows abun- 
dantly in the Channel Islands, and is 
sometimes found cast ashore in a frag- 
mentary state near Brighton. All tho 
Cystoseim are difficult to display satis- 
factorily on paper ; they require much 
judicious pruning of the branches, and 
should be soaked in fresh water nntil 
the salt is well melted out of them, and 
the stems and branches have become 
- limp and manageable. The specimen 
should then be dried between towels or 
several folds of strong Imen, and after- 
wards pressed. If they do not adhere 
to paper after some days of pressing, 
the under side of the plants may be gummed, or a mixture for the purpose 
may be made by dissolving isinglass in spirits of wine and applied with a 
brush. 

HimantJialia lorea (Eig. 42), commonly called “sea-thongs,’* “sea- 
strap,” or “sea-branch,” is a plant concerning the duration of which 
botanists have been at variance, some asserting that the whole plant is 
annual, others describing it as bienniah I am of the same opinion 
respecting it as Dr. Harvey, because, like that eminent algologist, I 
have proved from actual observation that ' this singular alga does not 
produce its long forked strap-like fruit-bearing receptacles until the com- 
mencement of the second year, which then rapidly attain their ordinary 
size, perfect their fruit, and soon after decay and fall off. Wherever 
this curious plant vegetates, it is generally gregarious, groups of the 
little cones or top-like fronds growing amongst others which have 
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Fig. 42. JBCimanihalia lorea. 
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thrown out their long recoptacleSj and covering the rocks near low 
water mark in vast numbers. These little top-shaped plants gradually 
collapse on the upper surface and become plano-concave, extending 
into a perfect circle, and finally curling over a little at the margin. 
From the centre of this now cup-like disk, in the spring of the 
next season, two little mammillm gradually arise, which rapidly grow 
out as described. The illustration represents the cup-like disc and 
the early condition of the lorea or seed vessels. These long strap- 
shaped seed-vessels, for such they really are, attain occasionally a 
length of 10ft. or 12ft, and within their soft inner substance numerous 
spherical receptacles are produced, which appear' to the naked eye like 
little dark brown spots dotted about throughout the whole length of the 
thongs. Himanthalia, like some other species of Fuciis^ has a high 
northern range, being found in the Arctic sea, but they are more generally 
abundant in temperate waters ; and, although the British species of Fmus 
are not numerous, yet, from the gregarious habits of most of them, they 
cover a larger extent of rooky shores than all the rest of our sea-weeds put 
together. 

The LaminaHecBf although of an inferior order in point of structure a^d 
fructification to the Fucacem^, are of much larger dimensions. Several 
species, when fully grown, are above twelve feet in length, but when we 
come to the deep-sea species, the fronds , measured by fathoms, and 
not by feet. I have already described the great N^eoeystis of t^p "]^orth 
Pacific, with its large air vessel, the favourite resting-place ot the sea- 
otter. This, and several other ocean species, rival in size the j^ant palms 
of the tropics. 

The Laminariece are mostly plants of deep water, the larger species 
rarely vegetating above low-water mark. On the British and American 
shores they are popularly known as “ oarweeds,’* “ tangle and cuvy,'* sea- 
colander,” and devil’s apron,” All the plants of this order are 
inarticulate or un jointed, the spores being produced in cloudy patches, 
or covering the whole surface of the frond. The root consists of 
numerous clasping fibres, additional ones being throwm down from above 
the older ones as the plant increases in size, and so firmly do they grasp 
the substances on which they grow, that often in boistorouB weather tufts 
of this species from 4ft, to 8ft. in length are cast ashore, attached to 
large stones many pounds in weight, which their strong holdfasts have 
enabled them to drag from deepwater. The well-known species of the south 
and east coasts of England, Laminaria saccharina (Fig. '13), or the sugary 
Laminaria, in allusion to the sweet, though insipid flavour of its frond, is 
often found cast ashore after storms its long ribbon-Uko fronds being 
from 6ft. to 12ft. or more in length. When young, the colour of this plant 
is a pale green olive, but as it advances in growth, it gradually assumes 
the normal tint of its species, but varying occasionally from dark yellow 
to brown or brown olive. The stem, which in early growth m very short, 
! increases in length with the growth of the froml, and in perennial species 



Fig. 4:i. iMminaria saccJiarma. 


the plant is renewed by growth from the tip of the stem, a new frond 
arising from the Oase of the old one, which developes and pushes 
the old frond before it, which finally drops off. This species may 
easily be distinguished from the others of its tribe by its more or less 
waved or curled margin, and by the central portion of the frond being 
divided, as it were, by transverse partitions placed at regular distances 
throughout the whole length of the plant. Fig. 4*3 represents a group of 
young fronds of this species. In the Arctic Sea, and on the coast of North 
America, there is a noble plant of this widely dispersed group, the stem, of 
which is 8ft. long, and the broad plate-like frond is as large as a good-sized 
table cloth. Portions of this great Laminaria are occasionally cast ashore 
on our northern coasts, having been floated hither from Greenland or the 


American coasts by the Gulf Stream. The name of this alga is L. longicruria. 
On the South African coast there is a very remarkable species of Laminaria, 
of the beautiful genus Fc?cloma, known there as the Trumpet- weed.” 
The native herdsmen make use of its long hollow stem, when dried and 
fashioned for the purpose^ as a trumpet for calling the cattle together in 
the evening — performing, in fact, a Rane des f aches, like the herdsmen of 
Switzerland. A very beautiful and graceful species of this genus, though 
regarded by some botanists as a variety, and by others as the young, only, 
of the L. saccharina, is described by Pr. Harvey under the name of 
L. phyllUis (Fig. 44), and, although I must confess there is a strong resem- 
blance between it and young plants of Xr. saccharinUi there are certain 
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points of difference which I have observed in all stages of its growth, 
sufficient, in my opinion, to establish it as a species distinct from L. sac- 
charina. The substance is more delicate, the colour paler, inclining to 
a greenish yellow ; the stem much shorter, even in older plants, and the ' 
base of the frond, where it expands from the stem, invariably wedge-shaped ; 
the frond itself being of a more equal width throughout, but tapering 
gradually towards the tip. It is usually found in rock pools about half-tide 
level. A frond of this graceful plant is represented in the centre of Fig. 

44. It was growing in society with a tuft of Chorda lomcntaria, a species 
which will he described shortly. L, fascia (B’ig. 45), the band or ribbon 
laminaria, always grows in tufts, and mostly in rock pools where there 
are little sandy nooks, in which it loves to dwell. The stem is very short, 
and expands gradually into the membranaceous dark olive frond, usually 
from 4in. to lOin. long, but rarely more than an inch in breadth. Pig. 45 
represents a very characteristic tuft of this species. L. dehilis is a variety 
of this species ; it may be known by its greater breadth, the frond 
expanding from the very short stem much more suddenly. This variety is 
occasionally mistaken for narrow forms, of Pmwhiria laMfolia (Pig. 65), 
from which, however, it may be distinguished, with the help of a lens, 
by its densely cellular structure, Functaria having a reticulated or 
nefcwork-like surface, and generally dotted over with sori or groups of 
spores. 

The species of Laminaria already described are, in all stages of their 
growth, long, simple, or undivided plate-like fronds, produced from a solid 
cylindrical stem ; but the two, which I am about to describe, are (except in 
very early growth, when produced from spores) cleft into numerous long 
strap-like segments, a short distance above that portion of the frond 
which expands abruptly from the thick round stem. Pig. 46 represents the 
well-known species L. diijitata, taken from a small hut very clmraoteristic 
plant which grew on the Castle rocks at Hastings, a considerable distance 
above low-water mark (hence its small size), the ordinary habitat of this 
species being from extreme low-water mark to several fathoms deep. In 
our illustration the lower part of the frond is seen to be very much bulged 
out, the plant in fact being about to produce a new frond— the lower por- 
tion, in the course of time, expanding, lengthening, and separating into a 
digitated frond, precisely similar to the upper part, to which it is still 
attached, but which gradually turns black and falls off as the now frond 
approaches maturity. Pig. 47 represents the variety Hienophylla^ or 
narrow-leaved Laminaria, the frond being usually cleft into two or more 
narrow segments down to a very short distance above its long round stem. 
The roots or holdfasts of these large seaweeds grasp the, rocks so firmly as 
to defy all efforts to remove them, I have frequently pulled away in 
vain at an unusually fine or perfect plant ; the frond or stem even 
breaking away, but not a single grasping fibre relaxing its hold, A, digitata 
is the plant wliich, in addition to lihodymenia palmata^ is sold in the 
streets of Edinburgh and elsewhere in Scotland; the people who carry 
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those seaweeds about, crying, “ Wha’ll buy dulse and tangle ?” Dulse is 
one of the best of the edible seaweeds, and is eaten ,very generally in the 




Fio.45. Lnmmarm fascia. Fie. 47. Lamimria dt.gitaia~- 

var. Stcnopliylla. 

known as “ Sea -furbelows/’ when grown in deep water is the most bulky 
of its tribe. I have seen specimens on the Plymouth breakwater, cast up 
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from the dee]*) after a storm, whieh upon being spread out, formed a oir- 
ciimference of nearly 40ft., the whole plant being as much as a man could 
lift from the ground. The largo bulbous root of this species is often over 
Gin. in diameter, and the broad flat stem is deeply puckered at the sides for 
a foot or more above the bulb-like root ; hence its popular name. A mature 
plant is represented at Pig. 48, the terminal portions of its deeply cleft 
frond being turned over, in order to show the largo bulbous root and the 
puckered sides of the stem. 

Chorda Jilum (Pig. 49), or sea-rope, or, as I have already stated it is 
sometimes called, “dead men’s lines,” usually grows in tufts, from a few 
inches in shallow rock pools, to many feet in length in deep water. At the 
base this long string-like plant is very little thicker than a hog’s bristle, 
but it gradually increases in sizo, and tapers off again to an extremely 
attenuated point. Its structure is very curious, being cylindrical, but 
tubular within, though divided by transverse membranous diaphragms into 
distinct chambers. The outer surface of the frond is clothed with very soft 
colourless hairs, among which the spores are produced. A small variety, 
called C. tomentosat is very densely clothed with these delicate hairs, 
but in this case the hairs are of a fine olive, turning to green in drying. 
Our illustration is from a young plant of 0. twined round like a coil 

of rope. 0. lomentaria, as its specific name implies, is constricted, or 
tied in, at intervals. This species also grows in tufts, the fronds being 
rai»ely more than T2in. or 14in. in length. They are attenuated at each 
extremity, and the constrictions which occur at irregular intervals, give 
to the simple fronds of this species the appearance of a series of elongated 
bags strung together. Pig. 44 represents a tuft of this plant which was 
growing in society with a beautiful frond of Laminaria phylUHs, already 
described; a small parasite is seen on the tip of the lesser frond, this 
species being constantly infested with one or more parasitic Melanosporms. 
€. lomeniana is very common in rock pools, and on the surfaces of flat 
rocks and stones between tide marks. 

Alaria esculent a (Fig. 50) is unquestionably the most graceful and 
elegant of the British Laminariem* It is sometimes called the “ Hart’s, 
tongue Laminaria,” from its similarity to the ScoloiHindrlmn or Hart’s- 
tongue Pern. It is found in the greatest luxuriance on the northern shores 
of England, in all parts of Scotland, and on the north and west of 
Ireland. The frond is solitary, and is from 2ft. to over i2ft. long ; the 
stem of the plant being continued as a midrib throughout. As the plant 
advances towards maturity the stem throws out from the middle on each 
side several long nerveless aim or leaflets, somewhat club-shaped at the 
tips, in which numerous pear-shaped spores are produced, as represented 
by the dark linos in the pinvce or winglets of our illustration. In S(;otland, 
where the midrib of this plant is eaten, it is called “ Badderlocka," and in 
the Orkneys “ Honey-ware,” and in some parts of Ireland, where it is also 
used as an article of food, it is called ** Murlins.” 

The smaller and more delicate algm generally produce their fruit in 


I 



summer 

months. 


ir kinds seem to prefer the winter 
ble in some of the larger species 
during the winter is truly 
surprising. A remarkable in- 
V stance is related by the cele- 

I brated civil engineer, George 
Stephenson, who, in the 
autumn of 1813, was employed 
to erect a stone beacon on 
the Carr Rock, at the entrance 
of the Frith of Forth. The 
workmen, having cleared the 
rock of the seaweed growing 
upon it, chiselled the surface 
to prepare it for the masonry. 
On the approach of winter, 
operations were suspend(*d 
until the May of the following 
year, when, to the surprise 
of the workmen, the rock was 
found to be again covered with 
seaweed. Most of the plants 
many of which were from 4ft. 
been the growth of about eight 
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remarkable of the rapidity of growth in marine algiB on various parts 
of the coasts of England,— rocks, which in December were comparatively 
bare, being in April or May of the following year covered with Fuci of 
various kinds, hawwance, and other species of algaa. 

The Sporochnaceos are a small but remarkably beautiful tribe of plants, 
six species only being found on the British coasts. Though chiefly 
characteristic of temperate waters, some of the species of this order are 
widely dispersed. Desmarestia viriclis for instance, which is common on 
the shores of these islands, being found in the Antarctic Ocean, while 
Desmarestia Ugiilata (Fig. 51), also abundant on the British coasts, is found 
on the north-west coast of America, at Cape Horn, and at the Cape of Good 
Hope. Carpomitra Oahrerce (Fig. 53c), which is said to be a native of New 
Zealand, is rare on our shores, being found only on the south coast of 
Ireland and in Plymouth Sound. These graceful plants are characterised 
as inarticulate olive-coloured seaweeds, whose spores are attached to 
external jointed filaments, which are either produced from the stems 
and branches in delicate tufts, or compacted together in long oval 
masses, some of which in early growth, as in Sporochmis^ are terminated 
by pencils of thread-like filaments. As the plant advances in growth 
these delicate fibres fall away. In two species, Arthrodadia viUosa 
iFigs. 53ft and 54), and De$m:arestia amleata (Fig. 62), the summet- 
and winter states of the plants are so widely different, that they arc 
constantly mistaken for separate species, and deceived Lxnnmus himself. 
All the SporocJinacem, though of a delicate olive while growing, rapidly 
change to a verdigris green in drying, and have also the remarkable 
property of causing decomposition iin all kinds of delicate algm with 
which they are placed in contact. Collectors who are aware of this pecu- 
liarity should be prepared with a separate vessel or bag, especially for the 
Desmarestia] for all the plants of this genus decay very rapidly, and it is 
impossible to display their beautiful tufts of pencilled filaments when 
once decomposition has set in. Whenever I have had the good fortune to 
meet with fine specimens of any of this group of plants, I have rarely 
loitered on the shore, or cared to look for anything else, but hastened 
home with my treasures and mounted them on paper as soon as possible 
Although, as observed by Dr. Harvey, there is so much similarity In the 
structure and habits of these plants, a peculiar difference in the organs of 
fructification has obliged botanists to break up this order into two 
families; the first of whiiih is Arthrodadia ^ the sporos being attached 
to pencilled filaments which spring from the sides of the branches. First 
in this family stands the . genus Desmarestia^ named in honour of M. 
Desmarest, a French naturalist. It eontains three beautiful apeeics, 
which I will describe. 

It is very remarkable that no fructification has yet been observed on 
any of the Desmaresiim. Judging from analogy, one would expect to find 
it connected, in some way or other, with the lateral tufts of fibres 
abundantly produced in early growth ; but until some fortiuiak discoverer 
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is able to annouiice the fact, we must be content to pronounce the fruit of 
this g-enus “ unknown.” 

DesmaresfAa ligulata (Fig. 51), or tbe strap-like Desmarestia, is the 
largest of its tribe. On rooks, where it is exposed at low water, beautiful 
specimens from 6in. to 12in. long, may be obtained, but plants which are 
cast up from deep water are often from 4ft. to 6ft. in length. This species 
may readily be known by its broad flat stem and branches. Though very 
variable in breadth, the branches have all a linear lanceolate outline, and 
produce here and there, at their margins, numerous small ramuli or 


i'la. 61. JJesrriarestia iiguliata, 

branchlets, bearing at their tips little tufts of delicate fibres. All the 
branches taper towards the base, and are placed exactly opposite to each 
other. The most beautiful growth of this fine species that I have ever 
met with may be found at extreme low- water mark on the lower rocks in 
Whitsand Bay, near Plymouth. Our illustration was taken from a superb 
specimen which grew in the above charming locality. JO, aculeata (Fig. 52), 
is found on most of the British shores, though rarely in a growing state, 
being usually a deex> water species. The spring or summer and winter 
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conditions of this plant are vastly different. Specimens which are met 
with in spring or early summer, whether growing or thrown ashore, are 
clothed throughout with tufts of delicate filaments, which fall away as the 
plant arrives at maturity. Old fronds of this species are destitute of 
these filaments, and the branches are set on each side with spine-like 
ramuli, hence the specific name, that of amleata. In i>erennial specimens, 
when new branches shoot forth, they are always clothed with tufts of fine 
confervoid filaments, which are apparently a necessity in the progress of 
growth, and probably, as suggested by Or. Harvey, perform in some way 
the office of leaves in higher plants. Tlie root of this species is a small 
round disk, the stem short and cylindrical, and the branches long, nume- 
rous, repeatedly divided, and irregularly set with a second and third 
series of branches and branchleta. Plants from deep water are often over 
3ft. long. Smaller specimens, when carefully mounted, are extremely 
beautiful, especially when the marginal tufts of fibres are well displayed, 
for in drying they change from olive to a brilliant green colour. Ko time 
must be lost in putting this species under pressure, as decompositioii 



takes place very soon after its removal from the water. Our illustration 
is from a slightly magnified portion of a fine specimen cast ashore at 
Brighton many years ago. JD. viridis is the most delicate, and in its 
summer dress the most attractive of its tribe. The whole plant is much 
more slender ; it is repeatedly and excessively branched, all the branches 
being set exactly opposite and gradually attenuated towards the tips, the 
terminal branches and ramuli being more and more slender and capillary 
or hair-like. The olive tint of this lovely species changes very quickly 
to a delicate green, and it closely adheres to paper in drying. i>. viridis is 
a summer annual, and is usually found in rock pools between tide-marks ; 
sometimes on stones in the sea, and occasionally on the larger algm. 
In addition to the three species of Dmnarestm just described, there is 
another which, until very lately, has been considered a plant of extreme 
rarity. Its name is D. pinnatinerviay in reference to the wing-Hke 
nerve which traverses the frond in the manner of an obscure midrib. 
In outline and general appearance this rare alga bears some resemblance to 
a Punctariaf being unbranched and leaf-like, but having a short though 
distinct stem. It is taken off the Cornish coast, but on no other station 
on the English shores that I am aware of. 

The genus Arthrocladia is represented by one species, vix., A. villom. 
(Fig, 53a), The name, signifies “jointed branch,” the stem and 

branches being furnished at close intervals with nodes or knob-like Bwollings, 
from which are produced whorls of delicate tufts of branched filaments, to 
which the specific term of mllosa specially refers. The spores of this plant 
are produced in pod-like vessels, borne on the pretty txifted filaments which 
in early growth adorn the stem and branches^ Fig 53 c, represents a 
portion of the stem, magnified to show the situation and form of the whorls 
of branched filaments. At maturity the spores break through the mem- 
brane which incloses them, and, like the pencilled filaments on which the 



Fig. 52 . Be&imrestia aculeata. 


Fig. 53, (a) ArtlvTocladicLvillosa; (b) SpoYochnwpedimculatws (c) Qar^iomitra Cohrerm, 
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strings of fruit vessels are borne, fall away, leaving the stem and branches 
of the plant rig^d and bare. This beautiful plant is a summer annual, 
and is by no means common, though widely dispersed. Fig. 54 is from a 
very fine specimen taken by me at Hastings several years ago. 

The second family of this order, jSporochnocecB, contains two British species 
only. The spores of these plants are produced in knob-like receptacles 
composed of whorled filaments, appressed or closely compacted together. 
This small group of plants takes its name from the genus 8porochnus, 
which signifies wool and seed’, because tufts of woolly fibres are connected 
with the organs of fructifi- 
cation. In Sporochnus 
pediinculatus (Fig, 55), 
these tufted fibres form a 
crest to the elliptical spore- 
vessels which spring from 
each side of the stem and 
branches, to which they 
are attached by a peduncle 
or stalk, as seen at 
Fig. 53. “Few of 
marine algm,” remarks 
Professor Harvey, “ are 
more attractive to the eye 
of a botanist than this 
beautiful plant, when it 
seen wa^ung its graceful 
branches in the water, and 
its pear-shaped seed-vessels 
are terminated by their 
tufts of olive-green fila- 
ments.’* A portion of this 
species is represented at 
Fig. 55. This plant is 
dredged in Plymouth 
Sound, where it grows 
abundantly and in the 
' greatest perfection. Its 
length is from fiin. to 1ft. 

or more. The main stem is filiform or string-like, and 
thicker than the long slender branches which are thrown out on each side, 
getting gradually shorter as they approach the tip of the stem, thus 
giving to the plant an extremely graceful and elegant outline. This species 
is by no means common, but in some seasons it is cast ashore a Brighton 
rather plentifully, though of small size ; it is also met with pretty gene- 
rally every spring in the Channel Islands. As this plant is a summer 
annual, the spores ripen rather early in the season, and as the pre ty tufts 


Ji’lG, 





BUmSH MAllTKE AEGyE. 

of filaments soon fall avvay, collectors slioiiM look for this species in April 
and May, when the sporo vessels are tolerably well developed, and the 
plant is in perfection. Its colour is a brownish olive, which changes to a 
yellow green when the plant is mounted on paper, to which it adheres 
closely in drying. 

Oarpomiim Catrerce, the last in this group, is one of the rarest of our 
seaweeds, being dredged in Plymouth Sound only, and sometimes cast 
ashore off Youghal, on the Irish coast. This singular plant arises from a 
tuber-shaped root. The branches, which are numerous and irregularly 
forked, are flat, and are furnished 
with an obscure midrib. They are 
usually erect, rather narrow below, 
but gradually widen upwards, the 
terminal branclilets having blunt or |BM | h |B 
rounded tips, others being truncated, 
or cut off, as it were., The spore 
vessel, which has a fanciful resem- 
blanee to a bishop’s 


mitre (hence 
the generic name), is seated on the 
tip of some of the lateral branches, 
and the round oblong spores which 
are pxpdticed within this curious 
receptacle, are attached to hori- 
zontaL branching fllaments whorled 
round an axis or central . column, 
the whole forming an extremely in- 
teresting study for mierosoopic 
examination. Fig. 53 c, represents 
a branch with mitriform fruit vessel ; 
beside it the fruit vessel, highly 
magnified. The specifle name of 
this plant is in honour of Signor 
Cabrera, a Portuguese naturalist. 

There are several species of Cai'i;r)- ||||||||^ 
mitra on the Australian coasts. The |llj||lHK|BW 
rarity of the plant on our coasts has 
been already referred to. It has 

never, so far as I am aware, been pedaucufatu^. 

taken on any other British station besides the two mentioned above. 

The DiciyotacecB, most of which I shall describe, are a group 
of plants of a leather-like substance, the fronds of which are spotted 
here and there with sori or groups of spores or spore vessels. The surface 
of all of these plants is seen, even under a moderate magnifier, to be 
highly reticulated, the characteristic term, Dictyotacem, which signifies a 
network-like appearance, being more or less applicable to the whole order. 
Some of these plants are 


flat, undivided, and expand into a broad or 




Fio. C'atleria muJtyiM. 
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fan-shaped outline. Others are tufts of simple bag-like fronds, being 
hollow within but (dosed at both ends, the apices being blunt or rounded, 
and the bases attenuated to a fine point, the roots of sucli being nothing 
more than a minute disk. In some the fronds are flat, but pinnated or 
divided by repeated forkings, while in others a distinct cylindrical stem 
throws out on each side numerous branches, some of which are hollow, 
while in other species the branches are solid. In no instance is there 
among this assemblage of plants an approach to leafy form or structure, 
as in the Delesserim ; and in one genus only do we find a distinct midrib. 
This occurs in tialiseris, or sea-endive, a remarkably beautiful plant,' in 
which the midrib is strong and wiry, the delicate membrane on each 
side being frequently found in a lacerated condition, owing to its extreme 
tenuity. 

Some of these elegant Melanosperms reflect prismatic colours, a pecu- 
liarity specially observable in Padina pavonia (Fig. 58) when seen 
growing in shallow rock pools under the influence of sunlight. This is 
duo to the finely articulated hairs with which the segments of the plants 
are clothed, which decompose the rays of light and thus throw off the 
lovely glaucous tints so often described. With the exception of the Fucacem 
this is one of the most extensive orders among the Melanosperms, and 
some of the species are among the most attractive of our native algas. 
Some are of small size, though none of them are microscopic, while a few 
of the deep water species attain a length of several feet. In deep land- 
locked bays the species Asperococews Turneri gvowB to a length of three 
or four feet, although the same species when found growing in rock pools 
between tide marks, rarely exceeds eight or ten inches. 

♦ The Dictyotacex are more abundant in the warmer and more sheltered 
parts of the sea than in colder regions. The species which reach high 
northern and southern latitudes are few, while, on the contrary, they 
increase in number and luxuriance as they approach the tropics. Padina 
pavonia and some others abound in warmer climates, the former being met 
within the Mediterranean and in the Channel Islands in great quantity, 
its northern limit being the southern shore of England. Diciyota 
dichotoma (Fig. 61) is found in all seas from the antai-ctic lands to the 
tropics. RaUseris and Zona/ria are the only English representatives of 
the beautiful genera to which they belong, most of the others being 
natives of warmer latitudes. 

For convenience of description, I intend to divide this order into three 
separate groups. The first of which contains plants having flat fronds, 
many of which are cleft or divided, but rarely branched. In the second, 
the fronds are cylindrical and branched. The third containing plants with 
tubular, or flat, and unbranched fronds. 

At the head of the first division of the Dictyotacece^ is placed the beautiful 
species Ouileria muliifida, finely represented at Fig. 56. This is a deej) 
water species, and was discovered at Yarmouth by Mr. Dawson Turner in 
1804), and was dedicated by Dr. Greville to Miss Cutler, of Sidmouth, in 
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acknowledgement of that lady's contributions to botanical science. The 
frond of this plant is from Sin. to about 20in. in length, and is cleft into 
numerous wedge-shaped lobes, each of which is cut from the tip down- 
wards, the terminal incisions being gradually narrower and the tips 
somewhat acute or pointed. These characters are well expressed in the 
specific name, that of ‘‘multifida.” The fructification is of two kinds on 
distinct individuals, and is usually scattered over both surfaces of the 
whole frond. Antheridia, when present, are attached to small tufts of 
filaments, which are produced in the same manner and occupy the same 
position as the sori or groups of spores. These are developed in little 
tufts, each tiny filament of which contains several sporules, usually eight, 
placed in pairs each under the other. The plant is a summer annual, and 
is found pretty generally on the ’coasts of England and Ireland, though 
rarely in Scotland. Haliheris polypodioidesj or sea-endive, represented 
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Fio. 58. Padina pavonia. Fie. 59. Zonaria collaris, 

merely by a branch or two at Fig. 57, is rarely found in perfection except 
with the assistance of the dredge. I have taken this beautiful plant at 
Ilfracombe, and in Plymouth, and Torbay in fine condition, but in each 
instance it was growing in pools under the shelter of over-hanging rocks 
at extreme low-water mark. The fronds are tufted, from 4fin. to 14in. 
high, and divided in. a dichotomous manner, or, by regular forking of the 
branches, all of which are traversed by a strong percurrent midrib ; a 
peculiarity which sometimes gives it the appearance of young plants of 
Fuciis vesiculosus (Eig. 37) . The fructification is curious , being of two kinds 
on separate plants. In one, the spores are produced in oblong spots on each 
side of the midrib, somewhat in the manner of the fruit of the common fern, 
Pohjyodmm mdgaox, whence the specific name of ErMseris. In the other 
form of fructification, the spores are scattered singly and irregularly over 
the surface of the plant. The substance of the membrane of Ealiseris is 
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very thin, and only the tips or younger portions adhere to paper in drying*. 
The colour of the living plant is ,a brownish olive, but the terminal divi- 
sions change in drying to a very delicate tint of yellowish green. This 
species is said to be biennial, and is in perfection in July. 

Concerning that remarkable plant called Padina pavonia (Fig. 58), 
Dr. Harvey has observed, “it is without parallel among seaweeds.” 
The outspread fronds of this magnificent alga resemble variegated 
feathers, and the curved lines which adorn the surface, together with 
the beautiful fringe of golden-tinted filaments which ornament the 
upper margin of the fronds, have suggested the picturesque and highly 
appropriate specific name oi Pavonia, or the Peacock. In the pretty 
village of Shanklin, in the Isle of Wight, near where this lovely plant 
grows in abundance, I have heard it called “ Prince of Wales’ Feathers.” 
Our illustration is from a tuft of this species which grew in one of the 
prolific rock pools on the shore at Shanklin. This plant is a native of the 
tropics, and is abundant in the Mediterranean and the Channel Islands, its 
northern limit being the southern shores of England. Its favourite place 
of growth is in shallow tide pools, where it can bask in the sunlight during 
the recess of the tide. When viewed thus growing under water it is a 
truly exquisite object, for the golden fringes of its curved segments 
decompose the rays of light and reflect the most beautiful rainbow tints. 
The fruit consists of long lines of dark olive spores produced beneath the 
outer coating of the frond along the concentric zones, which at maturity 
burst through the membrane, each spore finally separating into four parts 
or sporules. The under surface of the fronds is covered with a whitish or 
pale blue powdery substance ; and in mounting large tufts of this plant, a 
pretty effect may be produced by reversing some of the fronds so as to 
contrast the greenish olive of some with the blue-greyish tint of others, 
care being specially taken to secure those plants which are well provided 
with the beautiful fringe already described, the golden tint of which in 
summer plants, is invariably preserved in drying. 

The genus Zonaria, from the Greek word for a girdle or zone, contains 
two curious species ; one of which, Zonaria pa/rvula, is found occasionally 
on various parts of our coasts, its usual habitat being in rather deep water 
on the stony nullipores. Hence its rare appearance unless cast ashore 
after storms. Our illustration, Fig. 59, is from two fronds of the species 
Z. collaris, the collar-like zonaria. This singular plant grows on rocks, 
to which it is attached by numerous woolly fibres, which spring from 
the under surface of the primary fronds. The secondary frond or upper 
portion of the plant, as seen in the upper figure of our illustration, 
springs from the lower, or procumbent frond, and is usually cup-shaped, 
slightly notched at intervals, and terminated with a border or fringe of 
delicate fibres. The fruit is produced from beneath both surfaces of 
the frond, which at maturity, bursts through the cuticle or membrane 
of the plant, and is found to consist of aori or groups of spores concealed 
.among numerous jointed threads or filaments. 
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Taonia atomaria,, very well represented at Fig. 60, is one of the most 
attractive of the British Melanosperms. In England it is completely a 
summer plant, attaining perfection in July, and perishing by the end of 
September. The outline of the expanded fronds is usually fan-shaped, 
the terminal divisions being cleft and jagged similarly to those of Cutlerict 
muUificU (Fig. 56), the tips being truncated, or cutoff as it were. The brown 
olive wavy lines on the frond so strongly resemble the transversely marked 
feathers of the pheasant, that a celebrated botanist proposed the name 
of Fhasiana, and it is much to be regretted that this name was not adopted, 
for it is certainly more oharaeteristio than that of Taonia, which is a 
name from the Greek signifying “ Peacock.’* The spores are contained in 
sori or groups, which form indeed the wavy lines that adorn the fronds of 
this favourite plant. The spaces between these lines of fructification are 
dotted here and there with spores, scattered singly or sometimes in groups. 
Taonia is widely distributed, though it is nowhere abundant. The finest 
specimens are obtained on the south coast of Devon, and especially so 
in rock pools between tide marks east of the Plymouth breakwater. 

Fig. 61 is from a very oharaeteristio plant of Dictyota dickotoma. The 
frond being regularly dichotomous, or branched by repeated forkings 
from the very base, the segments becoming gradually narrower and smaller 
as they approach the terminal divisions. This pretty plant is one of the 
most widely dispersed of its order. In size and colour it differs greatly, 
according to the depth in which it grows. Specimens from deep water are 
broad and of a light brownish tint, and attain a height of a foot or more ; 
while those which grow in rock pools about half -tide level are a few inches 
only in length, very narrow, and of a greenish olive. In these situations, 
too, may frequently be found, growing abundantly, the curious variety 
called Intricata, the very narrow, curled, and entangled fronds of which are 
a puzzle for the most patient manipulator to display properly on paper. 
The fructification of Dictyota is produced on both surfaces of the frond, 
and consists of groups of egg-shaped spores; or, on other plants of 
the same species, spores scattered singly on all parts of the fronds. Both 
forms of fructification are weU represented at Fig. 62 {a and b), and here, 
also, may be seen the characteristic structure of the surface membrane 
of the Dictyotacece. The term being from the Greek for a net, in reference 
to the reticulated surface of these plants when viewed under the micro- 
scope. Both varieties of Dictyota are annuals, and are common all 
round the British coasts. 

The four plants which I shall now describe, belong to that group 
in the Dictyotacew, in which the fronds are cylindrical and branched, the 
roots of all being a minut© disk, destitute of fibres. First in this small 
assemblage of plants I must introduce the curious species Biilo’phora 
rhizodesj the generic name being from the Greek, signifying point or dot- 
bearer, in reference to the peculiar dot-liko form of fructification, which 
is seated on the branches and ramuli of the plant from the base to the 
tips of the ultimate branchlets. The difficulty of giving a characteristic 







liw 

l» 

lUiflTiriirBl 




MELAlSroSPEEMEJl. 59 

or satisfactory illustration of this species in its ordinary growing* state, has 
induced me to be content with figuring a magnified portion of the stem, on 
which are seated several sori or bunches of moniliform or necklace-lxke 
filaments, as seen at c (Fig. 62) and at d, a more highly-magnified 
portion qf ope of the sori, showing three spores seated at the base of 
the filamentei. There is no mistaking this plant when it has once 
passed under observation. It is usually found near low- water mark, 
on rocks, or sometimes on other algse. It is a summer annual, and occurs 
on various parts of the English and Irish shores, but is more abundant 


J&’iG. 62. (a.) and (b.l Forms of fructification of Dict^oJSa. (c.) StUophorarhuodes. 
(d.) Magnified portion of sori of S.»rMzocl«s. {e.) Siiloj^hora Lynglycd, . 

in tlie neighbourhood of Plymouth than any other locality that I have 
ever visited. The fronds are from Sin. to 6in.. or sometimes nearly 2ft. in 
height. They are filiform or string-like, and generally excessively branched, 
the primary branches springing irregularly on each side of a more or less 
evident main stem. The colour of this plant is an olive brown, turning to 
a dark green in drying. The much rarer species or variety, known as 
Stilopliorob Lyn(jhj(B% is only, so far as my experience goes, obtainable by 
dredging in sheltered bays from ten to fifteeh fathoms. It is said to be 
abundant in many places ; but I have never taken it, even in dredging, any- 
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where but in Lamlash Bay, in the Isle of Arran. Professor Harvoy 
considers it to be merely a deep-water form of lufiUophom rhizoJes, and 
perhaps, indeed, it is nothing more ; bnt, like other Melanosperms in 
similar situations, its growth and general appearance differ from the 
typical form of the genua in having fronds of much greater length, the 
axils or angles of the branches being more rounded ^ the tips of the 
branchlets much more attenuated and pointed, and last and most impor- 
tant of all as regards specific distinction, the spores are seated on 


branched filaments, as seen at e. Fig. 62, and not at the bases of simple 
filaments, as in 8. rJmodes. The colour is a pale olive-brown turning 
to a light greenish olive in drying. The genus Dictyosiphon contains 
only one British species, D. fcerLicnlaceus. The generic name signifies 
a reticulated siphon— the surface of the stem and branches of the 
plant being reticulated, the network-like markings being, on this 
species, exceedingly fine. I have usually found this pretty annual, 
during the early summer months, in rock pools, and sometimes growing 
on other seaweeds. The frond, which arises , from a small disk-like hold- 
fast, is filiform or string-like, from 6in* to over 2ft. in length. The whole 
plant is excessively branched and bushy, and every branchlet is attenu- 
ated at its extremity to an exceedingly fine point. Fig. 63 is from a very- 
well displayed specimen of this species. The fructification, which is rare, 
consists of little egg-shaped spores, which are scattered irregularly on 
various parts of the surface of the frond, but generally on the main 
stem. The plant from which our illustration was taken, grew in one of 
the sheltered bays in Plymouth Sound. It represents the early summer 
state of the species when it is in perfection. The colour is a light olive 
inclining to brown, but it turns to a pale green in drying. 

The genus S^nana also contains only one species. It is found Of^ca- 
sionally between tide marks, though more frequently in five or six fathom 
water. The root is a little bag-like disk. The fronds, which are tufted, 
are from a few inches to about a foot high. The main stems are set 
throughout with numerous branches which are mostly opposite and are 
all more or less similarly branched, every portion being attenuated alike 
at each extremity. In addition to the ordinary reticulation of the surface, 
the frond of this species, when in fructification, presents an extremely 
pretty appearance, every portion of the plant being marked with strnc, or 
transverse lines or bands, which are placed very close to each other, and 
are composed of sori or clusters of spores, the peculiar arrangement of 
which has suggested the generic name, that of Stnana, the specific 
name of attenuata^ being equally characteristic of the form of growth of 
its branches and ramuli. Striaria attenuaia is well represented in Fig f>4 
The plant was taken by me at Plymouth many years ago, and although 
very perfect m form, the pretty transverse bands of spore clusters were not 
developed upon It. The colour is a pale olive, but in drying, young plants 
turn to a beautiful shade of green, and but for the transverse markings 
which are generally present on mature specimens, this species might occa- 
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sionally be mistaken for a delicate form of Enteromo'i'pJia conipressa 
(Fig. 8). Striaria attenuata is found in the Mediterranean, and is said 
to be abundant all round the British coasts. I have, however, found it 
only on the south iJevonshire coast, from May to July. 


Fio. 63. Dictyosiphon fceniculaceus. 

The third division of the Biciyotmem contains the concluding members of 
the order, some of which have flat, undivided, membranous fronds, others 
are tubular, and all are unbranched. The genus Punctaria, from punctum^ 


Fio. 6i. Striana attenuata, 

a dot, in reference to the peculiar dot-like fruit of these plants, contains 
three species. The first of these is Panctaria latifoUd (Fig. 65), a pretty 
sumn)er annual, which grows in tufts on rocks and on other seaweeds in 
pools between tide marks. The illustration is from a tuft of this species, 
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which grew in one of the tide pools in Torbay, where it is usually very 
abundant. The root is a very minute disk ; tho fronds are from Sin, to 
Sin. or lOin. high, and when fully grown are somewhat more than 2in. 
in width. They are generally oblong, with broadly rounded tips, and are 
tapered suddenly at the base ; the margin is generally flat, but sometimes 
waved or curled ; the colour is a pale olive green, turning to a lighter tint 
of green in drying ; though occasionally, if mounted fresh from the sea, this 


species preserves its natural pale olive tint. The spores are produced on 
both surfaces of the frond, and, under the microscope, are found to be par- 
tially concealed amongst tufts of little club-headed filaments* Fig. GG 
represents two well-grown fronds of P. planiaginea, the plaintain-leaved 
punctaria. This species grows in tufts in rock pools between tide- 
marks. The fronds are from Sini to lOin. long, but are much narrower than 
those of P. the widest part being near the blunt or rounded 

tips, from which they gradually taper to the base, the root being a very 
small naked disk. The substance of rhis plant is thick and tough, and 
of a dark brown colour, a character which it retains in drying. It is rarely 
curled at the marginv the long narrow leafy fronds giving it some- 
what the appearance of young plants of Laminaria fascia (Fig, 45), from 
which it may, however, be always distinguished by the fructification, 
which is usually abundantly present, scattered in spotlike gronps over 
both surfaces of the fronds. It is a summer annual, and is found pretty 
generally all round the British coasts. P. tenuissima (Pig. G7, a-) is the rarity 
of its tribe. I took a single specimen of it many years ago at Brighton, but 
have never found it rince'. It is said to be parasitic on Zostera marina 
the common grass-^wrack, which is so abundant on sandy shores; but 
although I have examined thousands of specimens of this marine plant in 
various parts of Scotland, and all round tho shores of England, I have 
never been rewarded with a single plant of P. tenuisshna. Of course. I 
cannot presume to say that botanists are wrong in mentioning the 
fronds of Zostera as its parasitic habitat ; I can only say I never found 
it growing on that plant, but I have found it on Chorda fllum (Pig. 40), as 
represented by a portion of both in Pig. 07, a. The fronds, which g^ow 
in clusters all. round the slimy sea-chord, are from 3in. to about lOin. 
long, and are about ^in., or rarely more than |in. wide, gradually 
narrowing towards the tips and much attenuated towards the base, of a 
delicate and almost transparent substance, and of a pale olive colour turn- 
ing to a bright green in drying. No fruit has hitherto been detected on 
this species, and as my plants are all barren, I am unable to describe 
the fructification of this rare alga. The late Mrs. Grifiiths, of Torquay 
IS said to have considered it as the young of P. latifolia, and perhaps 
the absence or rarity of fruit on this species may have led to such a con- 
however, do not share that opinion. The only specimens 
of this plant ever fpund by me were growing in widely different situa- 
tions to any m which I ever met with P. laiiJoUa, and in all the 
numerous rock pools in which I have watched the growth and development 
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of P. latifolia and P, plantagmeal have never detected a single specimen at 
all resembling the plant known as P. , 

Another parasite, very commonly found on Chorda filum, is the string- 






Fie. 65. Punctana latifolia. I’m. 66. Pmotaria plantaginea. 

like plant known as Litosiphon pusillus (Fig. 67, Z>), the generic’ name 
signifying slender tube. Multitudes of these tiny tubular fronds clothe the 
long floating alga, sometimes for several feet together, spreading out like 



Fig. 67. (a) Punciaria tenuisaima on OftorcUt jSlww, (6) Litosiphon pusillus on Chorda 

fiVim 

the hair of a bottle-brush ; in early ^owth perfectly straight, but’ as 
■ the season advances, they become lax, and are twisted or curled and 
everywhere entangled, as represented in the illustration. Oval spores are 
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produced on yarious parts of the tubular fronds, scattered singly or 
sometimes in pairs. In early summer this little thread-like plant 
dries a brilliant green; but in the mature state, as represented in our 
illustration, the endochrome of the cells having decayed or perished, the 
fronds turn to a brownish olive. The most effective manner of mounting 
this species on paper, is to cut a longitudinal slice of the Chorda, 
and place the cut side on the paper, taking care to spread out the 
fronds of the parasite while they are still floating in the water, 
which must be drained away gradually, raising one side of the paper 
at a time, or the limp fronds of the plant will either clot together or 
arrange themselves in an unnatural position. Litosiphon laminariem, is 
an extremely minute parasite, whose place of growth is on the lamina or 
leafy part of Alaria. escwlenta (Pig. 50). It consists of little starlike tufts 
rarely an inch in length, and is scattered thus at very short distances apart, 
sometimes over the whole extent of the fronds of the Alaria, This little 
parasite being almost microscopic, is, as regards its fructification, com- 
pletely so. The cellular structure of its tiny fronds is extremely beau- 
tiful though very simple. The cells are arranged in transverse bands 
placed very close together; and within these bands of cells the spores 
are produced. 

The genus Asperococcus is named from the Latin and Greek, signifying 
rough fruit or seed ; the spots of fructification, which are thickly scattered 
over both surfaces of the fronds of these plants, causing them to feel 
harsh or rough to the touch. They all vary in size according to the 
depth of water in which they grow. Pig. 68, represents a group of fronds 
of Asperococcus compressus, one of the rarest of this genus. This species is 
a summer annual. It is rarely, found growing, being a deep water plant. 

I have taken it only in the neighbourhood of Plymouth. The fronds are 
from 6in. to about 20in, long. They are tubular but compresaed or 
flattened at the sides, hence the specific name. The colour of this species 
is more inclined to a greenish tint than any other of the genus to which 
it belongs, and in drying, it invariably turns to a pale green, thua 
throwing out in strong relief the numerous oblong sori or spots of fructi- 
fication. The flat growth of this plant renders it easily manageable in 
preparing it for the herbarium, and it closely adheres to paper in drying. 
A. Tarum is also rare. It is sometimes found in rock pools, but more 
frequently, with the help of the dredge, in sheltered bays, in fivo to fifteen 
fathoms. The fronds of this species vary in length from 4in. to nearly 
as many feet, the largest being obtained in deep water. They are like 
long inflated bags, constricted here and thereat irregular Inf ervals, and 
taper very suddenly at the base into a short stem, being attached to 
rocks or stones by a very minute naked disk. The colour is pale olive, 
becoming darker in drying, a character which is probably due to the 
minute dots of fruit, which are densely scattered over the whole surface 
of the fronds. A. echinatus, Fig, 69, is the commonest of its tribe. It 
varies in size, like the others of this genus, but the ordinary length its 
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nds is from 6m. to 16m. It is found in rock pools between 
The fronds are tubular, but here and there slightly eon- 


Jb’io. 68. Asp&tococem compressus, 

stricted, rounded at the tip and attenuated at the base, the root being a 
minute disk. The illustration represents a complete plant of the species. 


iJ’iG. 6y. Asperococc'iis echvnatus, 

in early growth is a pale olive, turning to a dark brown at 
rhe fruit is always abundantly produced, often completely 
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covering botli aurfaces of the fronds. Dr. Harvey mentions a variety of 
this species, called vermicularis, found by Mrs. Griffiths, in Torbay, the 
fronds of which are very narrow, and filiform or stringlike, and more or 
less twisted or curled. This variety is still abundant in various parts of 
Torbay, its habitat being in shallow rock pools about half -tide level. 
Young plants of this variety are sometimes very similar to undeveloped 
specimens of Chorda lomentaria il^g. 44) : the latter are, however, much 
smoother to the touch, and the colour is always a more decided greenish 
olive. ■ ' ' ■ . ■ ■ 

The Cliordariaceoo are a group of plants which are usually characterised 
by botanists as olive-coloured sea- weeds, the fronds of which are, in 
some, of a gelatinous nature, while in others, the whole substance of the 
plants is cartilaginous, made up, as it were, of a crisp gristle-like body, 
which spreads over rocks and stones and adheres to them by its under sur- 
face. Some of these, as, for instance, Leathesia iuherlforoiis (Fig. 72), 
are sometimes found about half-tide level, covering the rocks in exten- 
sive masses of a light olive or yellow colour, heaped together like 
variously shaped tubers, and the same species is found frequently 
growing in small roundish groups on other seaweeds. Some other.s 
of this order are parasitic, composed of densely-tufted filaments, for 
the most part minute, some being entirely microscopic, the structure 
and fructification of which, when viewed under a high power, are 
wonderfully beautiful. Pew of this order of plants are particularly 
attractive to the general collector, and many of them are extremely diffi- 
cult to prepare for the herbarium. I shall, however, give a few direc- 
tions as to the proper method of drying and pressing these plants as I 
severally describe them. 

Some of the Ghordariaceoe are very widely dispersed, a few of our 
common species, such as Leathesia and Chordaria, being found as abun- 
dantly on the South African shores and elsewhere, as on those of this 
country. In describing the i^ritish species of this order, I purpose grouping 
them together on the same principle which I observed in describing the 
three divisions in the Lictyotacem. Thus, the two first genera contain 
plants which have cylindrical branching fronds ; the two next consist of 
tuber-shaped fleshy or cartilaginous masses ; and the two last are dense 
tufts of unbranched thread-like filaments, in almost every instance parasitic 
on some particular species of seaweed. 

The genus ChordoA'ia is so named from the plants which are included in 
it having exactly the appearance of dark-coloured strings or bundles of 
twine. Fig. 70 represents the well-known species Ohordaria Jlagelliformis 
the scourge or whip-like Ohordaria. This plant is a summer annual, and 
grows in rock pools between tide marks. The fronds are from a fowincho.s 
to 2ft. or 3ft. long, having a central stem for about half the length of tlu? 
plant, the upper part being irregularly divided or branched, the lower 
portion bearing here and there on each side, short ramuli, mostly of the 
same thickness and consistency as the stem and branches of the plant. In 
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the living state the fronds of this species are soft and slimy to the touch, 
a character which is due to the numerous colourless fibres wliich clothe 
the whole surface of the frond. The spores are concealed among the 
filaments of which the external layer of the plant is composed. Q, divaricata 
is much more rare. Belfast Lough, and the shore at Oarriekfergus, being 
hitherto the only recorded British habitats. I have, however, taken it at 
Plymouth, at Shanklin in the Isle of Wight, and in rock pools in the Cum- 
brae Islands ; in the latter it was growing in society with G. jlagelliformis^ 
to which it bears a strong resemblance although it is much more branched 
and bushy. The branches spread in all directions, and are very irregularly 


divided. Many of the ramuli are very short, and some are curved, or 
stand out at right angles from the stem. Care should be observed in 
mounting these plants on paper not to employ too heavy pressure at first, 
otherwise the fronds are apt to adhere to the linen so firmly that they 
tear away on its removal. 

The genus Mesogloia contains three species, which in the living state are 
certainly not very attractive plants, having more the appearance of bundles 
of brown or dark greenish slimy worms than any vegetable production. 
Portions of them, however, when submitted to microscopic examination, 
exhibit a remarkably beautiful arrangement of cellular structure. The 
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axis or central portion of the stem is composed of elongated interlacing 
fibres, imbedded in gelatine ; the outer margin is made up of horizontal 
or radiating tufted branching filaments, among which tbe dark olive 
coloured spores are produced. The name is from the Greek for ‘‘ middle ” 
and “ viscid,*" in reference to the viscid or glutinous nature of the axis. 
Mesogloia vermicularis is the common species found all round our coasts. 
It grows on rocks and in tide pools, and is sometimes cast ashore of large 
size. Ihe fronds are irregularly and usually much branched, being sot with 
numerous ramuli, all of which, like the stem and main branches of the 
plant, are flaccid and slimy, and singularly worm-like, hence the specific 
name. The colour is a dark yellowish olive, which it generally retains in 
drying. M. virescens^ a main branch of which is represented at Fig. 71, 
is, in many respects, similar to the former species, but may be known by its 
much lighter colour, which inclines more to a green than an olive tint, 
especially in drying, when it invariably turns to a pale yellowish green. 
These curious plants are very variable in size. The former sometimes 
attains a length of 2ft., but the latter I have never known to exceed 12in. or 
15in. The species M. Grifflthsiana is rare. It was named after the late 
Mrs. Griffiths, of Torquay, who discovered it. The fronds rarely exceed 
a foot in height, and are much more slender and less copiously branched 
than the two species already described, is said to be found on the West 
of Ireland, and.although it is decidedly rare on the English shores, I have 
taken several beautiful specimens near Plymouth, on different occasions. 
All the species of Mesogloia^ when displayed on paper, must be allowed 
tq dry for several hours before the slightest pressure is attempted. 

At the head of the fleshy or cartilaginous seaweeds is placed the curious 
plant known as Leathesia tuheriformis (Fig. 72), named in honour of Bev. 
Mr. Leathes, an eminent naturalist. This singular marine production has 
exactly the appearance of a mass of distorted tubers variously heaped 
together, suggesting the not inappropriate name of “sea potatoes."" In 
early growth the roundish lobes of this alga are solid, or filled with densely- 
packed cotton-like fibres, but as they advance in growth they become 
"hollow and break away from the rocks or seaweeds on which they grow. 
The structure of this tuberous miass is very remarkable, but it would require 
a large series of diagrams to illustrate a description of its composition. 
The illustration gives a good general idea of its form as it is found in 
various stages of growth on rooks or attached to other seaweeds, L, crispa 
is a small and somewhat insignificant species, parasitic on Chondriis 
crispus. It was discovered not many years since by a naturalist in 
Scotland. I, BerMeyi, though not so abundant as the type of this genus, 
is not uncommon, but being of a dark brownish olive, and growing close 
to the surface of submarine rocks, it frequently escapes notice, or when 
found is too often rejected on account of its generally unattractive appear- 
ance. When specimens of these fleshy plants are desired for the herbarium, 
portions of the young plants should be selected, and after being cleaned 
trom sand or other foreign matter, the mass should be placed on mounting 
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paper ancVallowed to dry or shrink a little ; then upon iminershig^ it in sea- 
water again, and afterwards draining away the water, it may be treated in 
the ordinary way, always bearing in mind that pressure for fleshy as well 
as gelatinous plants, must be gradually and carefully applied. ' » 

. The genus Balfsia, named in honour of John Ralfs, Esq., of Penzance, 
contains, one species only> Ualfsia verrucosa, the frond of which is of a 
leathery or cruataceous nature. It is attached by its under surface to the 
flat rock a which occur in some situations between tide-marks. The colour 
of this leathery-like plant is a dull brown. The fruit is contained in 
dwarf-like proudnences, which appear on the surface of the plant, scattered 
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■ size of these plants — contains 
more interesting as objects for 

stantly parasitical near the 

of this parasite are represented 
growing on the hucus (a)^ and 

club-headed jointed filaments 

' " ■■■ ”* b'ase, among which the peat- 

i) Elachista fucieoJa on Fuciis vesi- shaped spores of these minute 
(b) branched filament with spore, pi^^^ts are produced. The tufts 
agnihed. ■, 

of this Elactmia are rarely 


more than an inch long, and are of a dark olive colour. E.puhnnata, 
or attenuaia, is parasitical on Gystoseira ericoides. Eig. 74 represents 
a terminal branch of the Gystoseira, on which are growing several little 
globular or ’ cushion-life tufts of this minute parasite. An examination 
of this figure, which was carefully taken from the living plant, will help 
students to recognise this species, as weU as to give them a general idea 
of the appearance and manner of growth of other species of Elachisi(B. 
E. stellulata, a minute star-like plant, parasitic on Dictyota cUchotoma 
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(Fig. 61) is represented at a, Fig. 75, liighly magnified, on a portion of tlie 
frond of the IHctyota. Under the mieroscopo this is a very beautiful object. 
The delicate little filaments radiate from the basal tubercle, and among 
these, for about half their length, are inserted ^aranemata, or false fila- 
ments, at the base of which the spores are seated. B. flaccida occurs in 
little tufts about half an inch long, on Cystoseira fibrosa (Fig. 41). E. 
scutulata in oblong wart-like masses about lin. in length, on the thongs 
of Simantlialia } and sometimes in society with it, in little velvety 



patches, the minute species known as E. velutina. 

The genus wMch I am about to describe consists entirely of minute 
parasites, several of which require the microscope even to detect them. 
And herOi again, I once more direct my readers’ attention to the necessity 

for acquiring a knowledge of micro- 
scopic manipulation. 

An examination of the tiny plants 
which are included in the genus 
Myrionema will amply reward the 
student for any amount of trouble 
he may incur in preparing these 
parasitic algm for the various 
powers of the microscope. As 
HH these plants are “usually in per- 

BB fection when the various species 


Fig. 74. Elachista aUenuata on Cystosma 
eriooides^ 
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infests, at short intervals, every portion of the plant. M. Leclanclierii 
is found on faded fronds of the common Uliodymenia x>almata, and 
the extremely minute species, J£. cZuuafum, occurs only on the plant 
known &s Bildenhrantia a, a purplish-red crustaceous alga, which 
spreads over the surface of stones, and the sides of rook pools, about half- 
tide level. 

The plants included in the order JS/ciocarpacecB, are briefly characterised 
as olive-coloured, jointed, filiform, or string-like seaweeds, whose spores are, 
for the most part, produced externally, attached to jointed ramuli or, 
branchlets. The name of this order is derived from the genus EctocdTpus, 
which signifies external or exposed fruit, the fructification of all the species 
of Ectocar^pus being more or less exposed or conspicuous. To those 
collectors who desire an accurate knowledge of specific distinction in this 


genus, a microscopic examination of the fruit of these plants will prove 
at once interesting and instructive. To the unassisted eye many of the 
Ectocarpacm are wonderfully alike, but plants in fruit quickly declare 
themselves even under an ordinary lens, and when once a true species 
is secured and studied, subsequent identification, even in barren specimens 
of the same species, is thus rendered far less difficult. Many of the common 
species of this order are very widely dispersed. The beautiful species 
Mertensii is as plentiful on some of the Scottish shores as on the south 
Devonshire coast, where, especially around Plymouth, this lovely plant 
is taken in great perfection. 

H 


Fia, 75. (a) Elachista stellulata on Bictyota dichotoma. 
strangulans on Bnteromorpha compressa, (c) Myrionema 
Ceramium nihrum. All more or less magnified. 
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Some oi the SphacelanecSytoo, tire alike plentiful in tlie north and south 
of this country. 8phacelaria filicinai one of the most delicate and beautiful 
of the filamentous melanosperms, is found on the north and south coast 
of Devon, in the Channel Islands, and in the Mediterranean ; and, in 
fact, there are no continental generic forms of this order known (as 
observed by Dr. Harvey) which are not represented in our marine flora. 
None of the plants of this order are gelatinous ; on the contrary, many 
of them are rigid and adhere very imperfectly to paper. This is especi- 
ally the case with the genera Oladost&phus and 8phacelana,hut all the 
others are very manageable, and may be pressed so flat and close to the 
surface of the paper, as to present the appearance of the most exquisite 
engravings, rather than copiously branched and jointed vegetable produc- 
tions. 

I The genus OladostepTius is represented on our shores by two common 

I and very easily-recognised species. C. verticillatus (Dig. 76) is found in 

? rook pools, on corallines, or growing in exposed situations, often in large 
bushy tufts from 3in. to lOin. high, the stems and branches of which are 
stiff and wiry, and are set throughout at close and regular intervals with 
whorls of little ramuli (6), all of which are incurved near the tips. These 
whorled branchlets are furnished irregularly with one or two shorter 
ramuli, whiohpoint outwards and upwards, forming, in fact, a series of little 
crowns, whence the name of the genus, that of Cladosfephus, or branch 
of crowns,’* and the regularity with which these crowns or whorls are set 
on the branches is expressed in the specific name of verticillatus. In 
winter these verticillate tufts fall off, and another irregularly disposed,, 
set of ramuli shoot forth, on the outward and upper side of which little 
elliptical spores are produced, seated on pedicels or short stalks. 0. spon- 
giosus, so called from the thick or spongy nature of the branches, which 
are very densely crowded with closely-set whorled ramuli, is common on * 
most rooky shores. In some situations, where the tide leaves bare flat 
open spaces and overhanging ledges of rocks near low-water mark, this 
plant is often found in great abundance, spreading over the surface, or 
hanging from crevices in the rocks like large masses of black worsted. 
It is extremely difficult to display well on paper, and is by no means 
an attractive book specimen. The fruit is produced during winter in a 
similar manner to that of the preceding species. 

The genus Sphacelaria, from the Greek for gangrene, in reference to the 
withered or decayed tips of the fruitful branches, contains several very 
beautiful plants ; some are of large size, and others are strictly microscopic. 
They are all distinguished by the extreme rigidity of their stems and 
branches, several species being of exquisite symmetry, simulating the form 
and ramification of the most delicate exotic ferns. This is especially the 
case with regard to the species 8phacelaria filicina, branches of which are 
represented at Fig. 77. This charming plant is generally considered to 
be one of the most beautiful of the British marine algm. The plant 
represented in the illustration was taken near Ilfracombe, but this species 
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* ¥t(J. 78. (a) Terminal "brancli of a seaweed, with, a tnft of Sphacelaria 

cirWiosa. tb) Plume from the same, magnified. 

ramuli fall away, totally changing its character, specimens of which bear 
occasionally such a striking resemblance to loosely branching forms of jS. 
aUcina, that many an inexperienced botanist has been deceived as to its 
identity. Fig. 78 (a) represents one of the varieties or forms of the species 
jSf. cirrhosa, parasitical on a terminal fork of a seaweed, and beside it (6) one 
of the plumes of which this pretty little plant consists. In some varieties 
of this species the filaments form little star-like tufts, as in the illustration ; 
in others the tufts are globular in form and densely branched. I took this 
variety many years ago in great plenty, as it was floated in by the tide on 
the shore of the Great Cumbrae Island. Every specimen I picked up on 
that occasion was in fruit. The spores are like little round balls seated 
.near the base of the branchlets, generally one or two, .opposite or some- 
times close together. Another very tiny variety of this plant I have taken 


77 ^ 

is more frequently met with eastward of Plymouth Breakwater, where I 
have occasionally dredged it of large size, but in no instance have I ever 
detected fruit. The very curious and minute species known as 8. ser- 
tularia, is parasitical on algm which grow in deep water. It is rarely met 
with, perhaps on account of its small size and the depths in which it loves 
to vegetate. Dr. Harvey considers it to be merely a deep water variety of 
the foregoing species. It is a very much smaller plant, and the branches 
and tamuli are shorter and generally spread out at right angles with 
the stem, S. scopana is a large coarsely branching plant found in most 
seas ; on the southern shores of the Isle of Wight its large tufted fronds 
frequently strew the beach in great abundance. The summer and winter 
conditions of this species are widely different. In early growth, and during 
the summer its tufted branches are thick and bushy, resembling little 
brooms, but at the close of the season its superabundant branches and 
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abundantly at Largs, on the Clyde, parasitic on the stems of Desmarestia 
aculeata (Fig. 5S), S, radicans grows on sand-covered rooks, in small 
tufts rarely exceeding an inch in height. iS. /ttsca is a rarity, though 
it was discovered as long ago as the year 1827. It may be known by a 
very peculiar form of ramuli which are borne on some of the filaments near 
the tips. Dr. Harvey describes them as being ^ attenuated at the base and 
trifid at the apex, the joints of the plant being marked with a pale brown 
band.” The specific name is from the reddish-brown colour of the plant. 
8* mcemosa, so named from the clusters of grape-like spores produced on 
each side of the filaments, was discovered by Sir John Eiehardson in 1821, 
on the shores of the Frith of Forth. For very many years this curious 
plant eluded the search of algologists in all parts of this kingdom, and 
indeed was generally regarded as a lost species, when all at once, a few 
years since, it was discovered in tolerable plenty, in the river Clyde, by 
Mr, Eoger Hennedy. This rare plant I have never met with, and know it 
only by Dr. Harvey’s beautiful figures in his “ Phycologia.” 8. ;plumosa 
(Fig. 79) is, so far as my experience goes, peculiarly an inhabitant of 
northern waters, and even there it is regarded as a rarity. It is said to be 
found at Greenland and in the Arctic regions, while the coast of Corn- 
wall is given as its southern limit. About twelve years ago I took a beautiful 
specimen of this plant in the bay of Lamlash. It was attached to a large 
stone that came up in the dredge from a depth of five-and-twenty fathoms. 
The branches of this species very closely resemble feathers, being regularly 
pinnated with opposite, spreading, generally unbranched pinnm or wing- 
lets, the tips of which are frequently sphacelate or withered. I have 
described this rare and peculiar plant as among the Sphacelariem, but I 
must inform my readers that Professor Agardh, the celebrated Swedish 
algologist, has removed it from this order, and erected it into the type 
of a new one under the name of OhmtopteriSf which signifies “ bristle wing,” 
in reference to the erect bristle-like pinnae or ramuli of its branches, the 
original specific and very characteristic name of plumosa being retained. 

Advancing onwards with my description of the Mctocarpac^ecSy I now 
arrive at the genus Bcioca/rpus, the simplest in point of structure and fructi- 
fication of any of the plants of this order. In these the frond is composed 
of a single simple or highly-branched filament, and producing spores and 
active granules or zoospores in pod-hke bodies, which are seated on the 
branches of some, or produced conspicuously in the stem or branches 
of other individuals. Many of these fruit-bearing organs afford most 
beautiful microscopic objects, as may be seen in the group of magnified 
portions at Fig. 80. The extreme difficulty of giving anything like a 
satisfactory representation of any living species of Ectocarpus obliges me 
to be content with a slightly magnified portion of one of the shore species, 
and to represent fertile branches of a few others much more highly magnified. 
Fig. 81 represents a lateral branch from a fine specimen of E, littoralis, 
a common species which is found abundantly on the shore Fiici at all sea- 
sons. The tufts are from fiin. to more than 12in, long, of a brownish- 



Fig. 79. Sphacelaria plumosa. 
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olive colour, very much entangled and matted together, a character which 
is pretty general among the plants of this genus. The fruit is produced 
in oblong masses embedded in the central portion of the branches and 
ramuli, as represented at a (Fig. 80). E. grcmulosibs, under even a moderate 
power, is a pretty and very distinctly marked species, all the branches 
and ramuli being for the most part exactly opposite, the little dark coloured 
elliptical spores being seated on the upper side of the spreading ramuli 
or branchlets, as seen at I (Fig. 80). This species is parasitical on several 
of the lesser algaa. between tide-marks. E. hracMatus (c) is another , well 


Fie. 81.'%jEotoca»pwslittoralis, 

marked species, usually parasitical on Ehodywienia but rare. 

The filaments are beautifully fine and feathery, excessively branched, 
all the branches and ramuli being generally opposite. The fruit, which is 
binate, or separated into two portions, is imbedded in the axils of two oppo- 
site ramuli or branchlets, just where the branches are quarternate or cross- 
branched in fact, whence the specific name of “ brachiatus."^ In the 
living state the fruited branches of this species under the microscope are 
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extremely beautiful. The joints of the stem and branches are a fine olive 
green, and are distinctly marhed, while the two-parted capsular fruit-v 
vessel is of a reddish-brown, and is surrounded by a hyaline or transparent 
border, forming a pretty contrast to the olive green stem and branches 
of the plant. A fruited sprig is represented at c (Fig. 80). B. fenestratus, 
(d) so called from the peculiar lattice-like markings on the surface of the 
silicules, is a small and not very attractive species. I have taken it at 
Plymouth and Whitsand Bay. The tufts are about Sin. high, the fila- 
ments are very thread-like and sparingly branched, the ramuli few, 
distant, and usually alternate along the branches. The silicules, or fruit- 
vessels, when present, are abundant, and are stalked, being produced at 
irregular intervals on each side of the branches. These silicules are of a 
larger size than the fruit- vessels of any other species of BctocarpuSy and 
may be known at dnoe by their shape, which is elliptical, but rather 
narrow at each end, and by the peculiar transverse and cross markings 
all over their surface, a character which has suggested the specific name 
of* this plant. A portion of the stem, bearing two silicules, is represented 
at d. B. Mertemii (e), dedicated to Professor Mertens, of Bremen, is one 
of the most charming of its tribe. It was discovered at Yarmouth, in 1779, 
and, although it is widely distributed, it is generally considered a rare 
species. I have had fine specimens sent to me from Peterhead and other 
northern stations, but the plants taken by me at Plymouth exceed in 
size and beauty every other specimen I have seen hitherto. This beautiful 
plant is in perfection in May and June. It is found on muddy rocks at 
low-water mark. The main stems are from Sin. to about lOin. long ; the 
branches are numerous, and are of nneqnal length, being set throughout 
with lesser branches, all of which are branched on the same principle, and 
every division of branches and branchlets is invariably opposite, a re- 
gularity of growth which gives to the plant a beautifnl feathery appear- 
ance. The whole plant is abundantly furnished with short pointed ramuli, 
which are placed opposite to each other at very short distances, usually at 
the upper shoulder of every third joint, and it is about the centre of 
these ramuli that the large binate sporiferous mass is produced. The 
jointing of this species is beautifully distinct, as may be seen at e (Fig. 80), 
where also the two-parted spore-vessel is represented. The colour is a fine 
olive green, the substance is flaccid, and, like all these summer annuals, 
this plant adheres closely to paper in drying. Once only have I found this 
rare species in fruit, and that occurred among the specimens I received 
from Peterhead. This fruited plant was so small and poor in appearance 
that I discarded it from my collection ; but taking it up subsequently, and 
observing something peculiar on one of its stunted branches, I submitted it 
to the microscope, and found to my great surprise, that my little scrubby 
despised plant was a treasure indeed, being abundantly in fruit. This was 
a lesson to me, which I here record for the benefit of young students, 
never to throw aside any mounted plant, however apparently insignificant, 
until it has been thoroughly examined tinder the microscope. 
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I There are several other species of EdocarpuSf some of which are very 

rare, but a few of them must be described, through briefly. E. Hinchsim, a 
rare and beautiful but small species, may be looked for on the large 
oarweeds. It was discovered by Miss Hineks, of Belfast (whose name it 
appropriately bears), near the Qiant’s Causeway. Bine specimens are to be 
found growing on the larger Laminarim off St. Michael’s Mount, Cornwall, 
and also at Plymouth. E. tomeniosus grows in abundance on the rock 
Fuci ; the filaments of the branches are extremely slender, and densely 
interwoven and matted together. E. crinitus, the filaments of which are 
I more delicate than the finest hair, spread over the surface of muddy 

shores like fine fleeces of a light brownish olive, changing to a glossy green 
in drying. E. jpusillus, a small species, parasitical on some of the Poly- 
syphonicB ; E. distortus on Zostera marina ; and E, Lomdshurgii, 
obtained only by dredging in deep water. E. longifructuSf very similar to E. 
Uttoralis (Fig. 81), but having long attenuated siiicules, which are very 
closely marked with transverse striae. E» sphmropJioruSi a small plant 
parasitical on the beautiful Ptiloia elegans, and some other small algas. 
This species may be readily known by the form of its fruit vessels (which 
are spherical), being produced opiwsite to each other on the upper 
branches, singly or- in pairs, and sometimes even in groups of fours, 
attached to the sides of the stems of the plant. E. tessellatus, an extremely 
rare plant, I have found only occasionally near Plymouth. The fruit vessel 
of this species is a remarkable object under the microscope. The whole 
of the surface is marked like a tessellated pavement, whence the specific 
name. 

Young collectors will find at fost almost as much difficulty in distin- 
guishing species among this group of algae as is often the case with the 
puzzling varieties of OladophorcB. But, as I have already observed, the 
presence of fruit in the Ectocarpece^ which is often abundantly produced, 
saves an infinity of trouble, and only requires a little practice with the 
microscope, or even a good ordinary lens, to identify most of the species 
of these delicate algae. The Gladophorm, it will be remembered, are all green , 
alike in the living state and after they are pressed and dried, while the 
EctocarpecB, although mostly of a greenish hue when they are mounted on 
paper, are all, while growing, either olive or a brownish-olive colour. 

The genus Myriotrichia, from the Greek for “numberless hairs’' (in 
reference to the multitudes of ramuli and fibres which clothe the stems 
of these minute parasitical plants), consists of two species, either or both 
of which are frequently met with where Chorda lomentaria (Fig. 44) and 
Asperococms echinatus (Fig. 69) occur. These unattractive but curious 
plants are generally abundant during the summer months, parasitical 
chiefly on the constricted fronds of Chorda lommtaria (Fig. 44), encircling 
the long cylinders of this alga at intervals, and crowning the tips with a 
brush-like tuft of slender, twisted or entangled filaments. Fig. 82’ re- 
presents the species MyriotricMa fiUfonmSf somewhat magnified, attached 
to a frond of Chorda lomentaria (Fig. 44). Reference to the high powers 
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of the microscope is necessary to an appreciation of the growth and 
structure of these parasites. In the species before us, the filaments are 
like a bundle of curly strings which have been partly unravelled and tied 
loosely together at the base ; while in the species M. clavcBformis the 
fronds, although equally produced in bundles, are attenuated at the base, 
and swell out into olub-headed tips resembling a fox’s brush. The former 
species is most frequent, though both are sometimes met with growing 
together on the fronds of the same seaweed. There is little or no difficulty 
in mounting these plants on paper, the fronds and ramuli being flaccid and 



more or less gelatinous. But in order to display the species properly, 
and represent the parasitic growth satisfactorily to the eye of a botanist, 
the whole plant on which the parasite is growing should be secured 
and arranged on the paper while still floating in sea-water, so that the 
tender filaments of the parasite may spread out freely and lie in a natural 
position as the paper is raised gently from the water in a slanting direction. 
The water will thus drain away from the specimen gradually, otherwise the 
string-like filaments will clot together, and the whole process will have 
to be repeated. With this genus I close my description of the British 
Melanosperms. 


SECTION III. 


RHODOSPEEMEiO]. 

Bed Seaweeds. 

Until so comparatively recent a period as the summer of 1857, the 
standard work on British Marine Algce, both as regards systematic 
arrangement and nomenclature, was Professor Harvey’s “Phycologia 
Britannica,” in which magnificent publication the rose-tangles,” or red 
seaweeds, are described under the general title of Bhodospej'mem, or 
red-seeded plants. But since the completion of Professor Harvey’s great 
work, a new arrangement of the Bhodosperms has been published by 
Professdr Agardh, the Swedish algologist. This arrangement is based 
on a more accurately scientific investigation of the sporiferous nuclei, 
or spore-producing bodies, in the various species of this great subdivision. 
The Agardhian arrangement of the red seaweeds is divided into two 
series, the lesser organised families being included under the title 
Qongylospermec&f or plants whose < sporiferous nuclei contain numerous 
spores congregated without order in each nucleus or spore receptacle, 
and the more highly organised families classed under the title Desmio- 
spermecB} the sporiferous nuclei of these consisting of tufted spore threads 
or filaments, a single spore being formed in each cell of the tufted threads, 
or only in the terminal cell. Some portions even of this arrangement 
have been modified or altered, and the names of many species have been 
changed by Professor Agardh himseK, and as I am convinced that all 
these recent changes have been the result of the most definite and accurate 
observation, it is my intention in describing the British Bhodosperms, to 
adopt Professor Agardh’ s arrangement, and most recent nomenclature ; 
although, for my own convenience, particularly as regards the extreme 
difficulty of preparing many of the illustrations, I shall now and then be 
compelled to describe families, or at least genera, somewhat out of regular 
scientific order. However, to the -general reader, and even to young 
algological students, this will make no difference whatever as to their 
acquisition of a knowledge of the plants themselves, which is indeed, after 
all, my primary object in writing this work. 

Although, to ordinary observation, the most striking characteristic of 
the plants of this great subdivision is their colour, the scientific student 
finds a more remarkable and distinctive characteristic in the double 
system of fructification, nearly every genus being furnished with two 
different kinds of reproductive bodies, or spore-bearing , organs, which are 
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produced on different individuals of the same species. A complete know- 
ledge therefore of the system of fructification of the red plants includes 
that of two individuals of the same species, one of which exhibits what 
is termed the primary, or conceptacular, the other the secondary, or 
granular, form of fruit. The sporiferous nucleus is described as con- 
sisting of numerous articulated or jointed filaments in distinct and 
variously formed conceptacles or spore-vessels, the joints of which become 
fertile or are transformed into spores. In no instance do the spores of 
the algffi exhibit at any period of their development an approach to a 
rudimentary plant, as in the germinating seeds of the FJianerogamia, or 
flowering plants. They are found to consist entirely of a dense deep-red 
granular or starch-like matter, called “ endochrome,” enveloped in a 
nearly colourless skin or pericarp, consisting of two or three membranes. 
The secondary form of fruit consists of tetraspores or four-parted seeds. 
These are produced from a division of the endochrome of certain privileged 
cells, the spherical mass of which they consist being separated into four 
parts, three of which sure so placed within the enveloping membrane 
that the fom*th part is completely hidden beneath them. Some forms 
of the tetraspore are, however, arranged so that all the four parts are 
visible at once. This occurs by transverse division of the endochrome, 
and is called “zoned” or “annular” ; when divided by cross-lines into four 
equal parts, the tetraspore is cruciate ; and when the division is by 
triradiate lines, and the parts are of unequal size, it is said to be 
ternately parted. Both forms of fructification are alike capable of 
reproducing their species; the tetraspores are, however, now generally 
regarded as gemmm or buds, and thus they may be said to extend the 
life of the individual, rather than to reproduce the species. In the 
primary form of fruit the spores are rendered fertile by contact with 
antherozoids, which are produced in variously formed yellow-tinted cases 
called “ autheridia,” found abundantly on plants in so many genera that 
they are doubtless developed in all, and always, of course, on plants which 
bear neither spores nor tetraspores. further descriptions of the form and 
structure of the various fruit-bearing receptacles of the red plants will be 
given as each particular species is described and illustrated. 

I shall commence with a description of the plants which are included in 
the great series DesymospermecBi and follow the order in which they are 
classed in Professor Agardh’s most recent arrangement. Beginning, 
therefore, with the family JSkodoweZacece, I shall describe the plants in the 
British genera which the Swedish professor includes in his order ChondHem, 
and these are PoVyides, homentaria, Laurencia, and Bonnemaisonia, 
Pol/yides rotundusy now Polyides lumhricalis (Pig. 83), was formerly placed 
in the sub-order 8pongiocarpe(B, On the southern British shores this is 
one of the common red weeds, being found in shallow rock pools between 
tide-marks in very great abundance. It is by no means a favourite species 
with ordinary coUectors, being difiicult to display effectively on paper, 
owing to its largo disk-like root and its numerous forked, thick round 
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Fl©. 84. Lcmimiaria Mliformis, 
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the appearance of a shrub putting forth its spring leaflets. In early 
growth these little leafy ramuli are nearly oval in form, but as the plant 
advances in growth the ramuli lengthen, and even occasionally taper at the 
apex, which, in most instances, is obtuse or rounded, the bases being 
always attenuated and sometimes even slightly stalked. Globular capsules 
are produced on each side of these ramuli ; tetraspores are immersed 
within them. L, a/rtimlata (Fig. 86), formerly, and until very lately, 
Chylocladia a/rticulata, is one of the most abundant of its tribe, being 
found under the shelter of large over-hanging weeds, on rocks, and in tide 
pools, clinging to the surfaces by means of its fibrous roots, like a beautiful 
crimson fleece. This, however, is the stunted form of the species. This 
plant is taken in perfection during the summer months only, by means of 


Fie. 85, liommtaria ovaUs. 

the dredge; though oooasionaUy it is thrown np from deep water. Such 
speoimens are deaerredly very mnoh admired. The Ulustration represents 
a luxuriant form of one of these. They are sometimes above 12in. long and 
are excessively branched; the stems and branches thronghout being con- 
stnoted at regular mtervals, composed in fact of chains of elHptical bead, 
hke joints, and here and there, from the articulations of the npper branches 
spring whorls of similarly oonstrioted ramuU, the beaded joints of wHch 
are much shorter and the tips usually pointing upwards ; the whole plant 
when epr^ out having generally a beautifully rounded outline. Spores 
are contained m comcri capsules; tetraspores in the elliptical joints of the 
W i. paruirfa, formerly Chyhcladicc papula, then removed by Dr 
Harvey to the genns Chmr^ and recently placed by Agardh in the Jenus 



>lj»,w>'' .:' *^’4/ 


Fig. 80. lomewtaHa articulata. 


Fig, 87. Lommtoflria pa/rvula. 
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Jjomentaridi is a summer annual, by no means abundant on our shores, 
though very common on the American coasts. It is easily distinguished 
from the others of its tribe by the much shorter joints of its stems 
and branches, all of which are of nearly equal length and breadth, those 
in the ramuli being proportionally shorter, and the tips of the branches 
and ramuli obtuse or rounded ; capsuled, which are ovate or egg-shaped, 
are produced on the branchlets ; tetraspores in the joints. Fig. 87 represents 
a branch or' two of this species. L, reflexa m the rarity of this genus. I 
have take it but once only, and that was during a dredging excursion at 
Plymouth, when it came up in the dredge attached by little root-like 
processes to a fragment of another alga. This species is very sparingly 
branched; the branches being mostly what is termed “ secund,*” or pro- 
duced on one side only of the stems. The ramuli spread out widely* 
or are curved slightly downwards, hence the specific name rejlexa. 


Pie. 88. L<mrewia pmnatifida. 

The genus Lmrencia, as recently revised by Professor Agardh, contains 
only three British species, all of which are more or less common ; one, L. 
pinnatifiday being found in all seas, and is equally abundant in temperate 
and tropical climates. On our own shores this species is very common ; 
and indeed, it is so extremely variable in size and general appearance, as 
well as colour, according to the depth of water in which it grows, that 
botanists recognise and describe no less than three varieties. The typical 
form of this species, as represented in Fig. 88, rarely grows above extreme 
low-water mark; but in this situation and in deeper water it attains 
a length of 12m. or more, and is of a fine dark purple, or sometimes 
brown-red. As this species advances towards the shore it becomes stunted 
in form and size, though still preserving its characteristic appearance, 
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save in colour, whioli, on high exposed rocks retains no shade of red or 
purple; being of a dirty brownish olive, sometimes even green, or a dull 
yellow ; and when cast ashore is generally bleached white. The substance 
of this plant is firm and leathery, and although the branches are mostly 
flat and pretty regularly disposed, they require to be pruned here and 
there before they are submitted to pressure. Well-grown plants of this 
species, with requisite care in mounting, form beautiful specimens for 
the herbarium. L. pinnatifida has a strong pungent taste, and in Scotland, 
where it is eaten, it is commonly known as “ pepper-dulse.” The 
spores of this plant are contained in broad ovate capsules which are 
seated on each side of the branchlets, tetraspores are embedded in the 
ramuli. £. hyhrida (Agardh), formerly L. crnsvitosa^ or the tufted Laurencia, 
is found on stones, and in shallow rock pools between tide-marks. This 
species rarely attains the size of the foregoing ; its branches are shorter 
and more bushy, and all the divisions of the plant are more or less 
cylindrical, being rarely compressed or flattened, as in L. pinnatifida. 
The ramuli are generally very much crowded, spreading on all sides of the 
branches, tapering towards the base, and truncated at the tips. The 
colour varies from a dark olive to a pale greenish yellow, and occasionally, 
in shady situations, attaining a lurid purple tint. Some writers consider 
this plant to be merely a shore variety of L. pinnaiijida (Fig. 88), or, at 
most, as intermediate between it and L. oMusa, two branchlets of which 
are represented at Fig. 89. One bears ovate ceramidia, the other tetra- 
spores, which are immersM without order near the tips of the ramuli. 
This species is a summer annual, and is most abundant on the southern 
shores of England. It grows on the Fuci, but is generally found cast 
ashore. Mature plants, when properly displayed, form elegant specimens 
for the herbarium, being of a fine pink or rose-red, and having a beautiful 
pyramidal outline. The stems and branches are pretty nearly of a similar 
thickness thronghout; the branches and ramuli are mostly opposite; 
and all the terminal divisions are truncate or obtuse, whence the specific 
.name. 

The elegant plant which is represented by a few branches at Fig. 90 is, 
as Dr. Harvey has observed, “one of the most distinctly marked species of 
its tribe, and so unlike any other British alga, that it must be recognised 
at a glance.” The delicate cilia, or spine-like ramuli, which border every 
part of the frond, and which are arranged with strict regularity, being 
placed alternate to each other, and opposite either to a capsule or to 
a branch, afford marks that cannot be mistaken. The generic name, 
Bonnema/isonia, is in honotir of Mens. Bonnemaison, a French naturalist; 
the specific, that of asparagoips, is very appropriate, its resemblance 
to the mature asparagus plant being very striking. This beautiful annual 
is a deep-water plant. It is often cast ashore on the South Devonshire 
coast, particularly in the neighbourhood of Blymouth, but my finest 
specimens were dredged in Lamlash Bay, Isle of Arran. The colour is 
a brilliant crimson, the substance is soft and delicate, and the fronds being 
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Fig. 90. Bonnemaisonia asparagoides, 
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compressed or flattened, are easy to display on paper, to wMch they closely 
adhere in drying. 

Chondriopsis dasypliylla and 0. tenuissiMa were formerly included in 
the genus Laurencia, under the name of L. dcisyphylla and L. tenuisshnaj 
whence they were removed into the more recently formed, genus Chondria, 
and now they stand at the head of Professor Agardh’s most recently 
rearranged order Rhodomelaceos, Professor Agardh divides his Orders 
into tribes, genera, and species. Tribe 1, in his Order, UliodomelacecBj 
is termed Chon'^^riops'idece, and the genus Chondriopsis is represented in 

Britain by the two species 0. dasi/p%Zia and O.ieuwiss'iw-a. 


Fig, 91. 


dasypfiijLla ; (h) Magnified branchlefe, with ceramidia. 


Pig. 91, represents a branch or two of the former species, with a 
magnified portion bearing ovate capsules, which are seated on the inner 
sides of the branchlets. When tetraspores are present, they are produced 
here and there in the ramuli. This summer annual is found pretty gene- 
rally on the English and Irish shores, usually between tide^marks, or cast 
up from deep water. The fronds are from 6in. to 12in. high, the stems 
generally undivided and set throughout on each side with branches, which 
lengthen towards the base of the main stems; the lower branches usually 
bearing a second scries, all of which are set here and there with short 
ramuli, which are attenuated towards the base, and are club-shaped or 
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obtuse at the tips, the frond (hroughout being marked at pretty regular 
intervals with distinct transverse lines, as indicated in the magnified 
branchlet in Fig. 91 (t). The colour of the living plant is a light pink, 
the stems inclining to pale yellow ; but this species being of a rather 
gelatinous nature, decomposes quickly, and therefore no time should be 
lost in transferring it to paper. This liability to fade and decompose is 
even more characteristic of the species 0. tenmssima, a rare summer annual 
which I have taken in perfection at Bovisand near Hymouth, and occa- 
sionally at Brighton. The growth and general appearance of this plant 
. bear some resemblance to the foregoing, but it may be distinguished from 
that species at once, as well as from Laurencia ohtusa (Fig. 89), which 
it also somewhat resembles, by its long slender ramuli, which are 
attenuated at both ends, many of them being tapered at the tips to a 
needle-like point. 

C. teniiissima is represented at Fig. 92, by a magnified branchlet, 
bearing several ovate ceramidiaj the tetraspores are always produced 
throughout the whole length of the long bristle-like ramuli. The colours 
of this species have all the fugitive characters of those of C, dasyphylla, 
though occasionally I have mounted young specimens, in which the 
lateral branches and ramuli were a delicate purple, and the stems a fine 
primrose or chrome yellow. 

Tribe 2, has no British representative, but Tribe 3, contains three beau 
tiful genera, the first of which is represented on our shores and in brackish 
str ams by the curious species Bos^ricTim scorpioides (Fig. 93), both names 
being equally characteristic of the little curled or involute tips of the 
branches and some of the ramuli. I have taken this plant in the neigh- 
bourhood of Plymouth, but nowhere else. The fruit I have never seen, 
and I am not aware that it has ever been detected on British specimens. 
This species belongs to a group of very curious little plants, some of 
which are found in the tropics, others in the antarctic regions, and all are 
remarkable, according to Dr. Harvey, for their amphibious habits. A 
portion of one of my Plymouth specimens is represented at Fig. 93. 

The genus B/jodoweJa, signifying “ red and black,” (because the plants 
of this group, though a fine brown-red, turn black in drying), contains 
two British species. K. 1/ycopodioides, is peculiarly a northern species, 
being found most abundantly on the shores of Scotland, on the north- 
east coast of England, and in the north of Ireland; on the English 
shores I have never taken this species further south than the rock 
pools above Tynemouth, where, in the spring, the beautiful red lateral 
branches of this plant are thrown out on each side of the stems 
throughout the whole frond. These tufted branches are so closely 
beset with multifid ramuli, that when they are mounted on paper they bear 
a fanciful resemblance to a wolf’s foot, whence the specific name. Fig, 94 
is from a long branch of this species. The capsules containing spores are 
produced on the tufted ramuli, tetraspores are immersed in the branchlets. 
R, subfusca is common on the southern shores. The summer and winter 




Brancli of diondriopsis tenuimma, bearing ceramidia, magnified. 


EiG. 93. Bostnchwt scorpioides. 
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states of this species are widely different. This plant, like the foregoing, 

is perennial. As winter approaches, 
the tnfted branches which clothe 
the fronds throughout, fall away, 
HDaH leaving the stems of the plant rigid 

||||B||| | [B and bare; but, on the return of 

spring, a series of beautiful tufts of 
pencilled ^laments, or ramuli, shoot 
branches, and on 
berry .Hke capsules are 
Pi^oduced. The summer tetraspores 
contained in winged branchlets ; 
which appear in winter are 
|B[|[| ^^B produced in curious tufted pods 

called Stichidia, as represented, 
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this plant is a full blood-red, the older portions turning black in 
drying. 

Tribe 4, PolysijplioniecBf contains the beautiful and extensive genus 
Polysiphonia, as well as the genus Rytiphlcea. In fact, three species of 
the latter are now included by Professor Agardh in his genus Polysiphonia^ 
the number of species in Rytiphlcea being thus reduced, at least in Britain, 
to the well-known species, Rytiphlcea pinastroides, which I will first de- 
scribe. This common plant is found pretty frequently on the southern 
shores of England growing in rock-pools, in densely branched bushy tufts 
from 4in. to lOin. high, spreading out on all sides, the branches 'throwing off 
a second and third series near the upper portions, and all the divisions 
being set, chiefly on one side of the branches, with short ramuli, which are 
hooked at the tips, or curved inwards ; and on these, during winter, small 
roundish capsules are produced, seated usually on the inner sides. Tetra- 
spores, on distinct plants, are imbedded in these incurved ramuli. The 
whole frond of this species is marked with distinct transverse lines, which 
can only be seen when the plant is gathered fresh from the sea, as it always 
turns black in drying. 

Pig. 97 represents a terminal branch of Rytiphlcea pinasiroides, magnified, 
showing the transverse striae and ceramidia. The fronds of this species 
are extremely difficult to mount on paper, being rigid, and of a cartila- 
ginous substance. JMy own plan is to display and press those portions 
which I care to retain, in the usual manner, and when the whole is 
tolerably dry, to immerse the specimen in skimmed milk for a quarter 
of an hour, and then dry and press as before ; when, in the course of a 
day or two, upon removing the blotters and calico, the plant will be found 
firmly attached to the paper. 

In describing the three transferred species of Rytiphlcea^ I must confess 
some regret at their removal from the genus, for the external appearance, 
at least, of their stems and branches was certainly characteristic of the old 
name, which signifies “ wrinkled bark,” the peripheric, or external layer 
of cells, being small and numerous, giving to the surface of the plant when 
dry, a transversely wrinkled appearance ; but the inner structure of the 
plants, and their fructification, are clearly those of Pohjsiphonia, hence 
their removal to that genus. However, before I enter on a description of 
that extensive and beautiful tribe of plants, I will dispose of the three 
species which have hitherto been included in Rytiphlcea, Eig. 98 
represents a branch of the very rare R. complanata, I have never taken 
this species in any other locality than Cawsand Bay, near Plymouth. 
Possibly its extreme rarity may be due to the fact that fruit on this species 
is of very rare occurrence ; indeed, when Dr. Harvey described this plant 
about five and twenty years ago, giving the south of England and the west 
of Ireland as its then known habitats, he remarked “ that the fruit of this 
species had not been found in Britain.” The colour of this pretty species 
is a dark brown-red, turning blackish in drying. In freshly gathered 
specimens, and before decomposition has set in, the frond is seen to be 
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beautifully reticulated, and marked at short distances by transverse stris 
or slightly curved cross-lines, thus indicating the structure of the jointed 
or chambered internal axis, which is clearly visible with the aid of a good 
lens. This plant does not readily adhere to paper, but if it be soaked 
in fresh water for some hours, and afterwards subjected to strong pressure, 
careful manipulation will thus be rewardedwith abeautiful book specimen. 
J2. thuyoidesj though not rare, is by no means common, though it is found 
in rocky tidepools in some situations in large quantities. I have occasionally 
found it thus in rock-pools under Mount Edgcumbe. Like the foregoing, 


“Fig, 99. RyUphlcxa fruticulosa. 

it is a small species, being rarely over 4in: high. The colour is dark brown, 
sometimes even a yellowish olive, but turning nearly black in drying. 
This species is intermediate between the foregoing and R, fruticulosa. 
Fig. 99 represents a branch of this latter highly beautiful species. The 
plant from which it was taken was gathered by me off the rocks at 
extreme low water-mark in Whitsand Bay, where it grows abundantly and 
in high perfection. The colour of this plant in the grdwing state is 
anothcsr instance of the departure from the ordinary characteristic tint of 
the Bhodosperms, being usually a true purple, changing to a greenish tint, 
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aiid, under the influence of sunlight, becoming an amber yellow or pale 
straw colour. The fronds are sometimes from Gin. to lOiu. high, very much 
branched, and set with numerous more or less tufted multifld ramuli. 
These ramuli are freq,uently tipped with antheridia, which are often pro- 
duced so abundantly as to impart a prevailing yellow tint to the whole 
plant. Both forms of fructification are very well represented at Fig. 100 : 
a is a branchlet, producing several little capsules, seated here and there 
on the sides of the twig-like branches j 6 is a branched ramulus containing 
tetraspores in the swollen or distorted articulations. 

The beautiful and extensive genus Polysiphonia is represented by some 
of its species in all seas, from the poles to the equator,. According to 
some writers there are upwards of 200 species of these plants known 
to botanists, some five or six-and-twenty of which are found on various 
parts of the British coasts. They vary greatly in size, in habit, and in 
colour ; some being nearly 2ft. in length, and others barely 2in. high. 
Several species, when fully grown, are robust, bushy, and tree-like, while 
others are of extreme delicacy, the branches being finer than the finest 
human hair, resembling the most delicate exotic ferns in miniature. In 
colour they vary from a brilliant crimson to different shades of brown, red, 
and purple, and occasionally even approach a blackish tint. The structure 
of their stems and branches is well expressed in the generic name, which 
signifies “ many siphons,” the stems of all containing four or more primary 
cells or siphons, those of simple structure having four primaries in each 
articulation or joint, while others have as many as twenty four. These 
siphons are arranged round a central cavity, exactly like the spokes of a 
wheel around the axle-tree, and the regularity with which these siphons 
occur as regards number, is generally, in the absence of fruit, a pretty 
sure guide for the identification of species. A transverse cutting of the 
stem of a Polysiphonia fresh from the sea, placed under the microscope, 
or upon a slip of glass, and held under a lens, will reveal the beautiful 
structure of these plants most satisfactorily. When viewed thus, the 
central tube of some species will be found to be empty, while in others 
ifc is filled with endochrome like that of the siphons around it ; and in those 
species of a more complicated structure, the main stems are seen to be 
coated externally, with more or less numerous small cells, in addition to 
their primaries. All these characters are very well represented in Fig. 101. 

The following are those species which are most commonly met with on 
the British shores. Fig. 102 represents some branches of the well-known 
Polysiphonia nigrescens, which is a very common plant found in rock pools 
in every situation where seaweeds grow, and, being perennial, is met 
with in all seasons ; but the only specimens which are sufficiently at- 
tractive to the collector are those which are found in the spring, when 
the branches throw out their pretty tufts of fine red filaments. The 
nearer to low- water mark such specimens are taken the better, otherwise 
the stems and lower branches of this species, when dried, become perfectly 
black and opaque. The dark colour, or opacity, in the stems of this species 
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is, doubtless, due to the large number of siphons, which is generally 
twenty, and these being set so closely together, very naturally account 


Fig. 100. Magnified branchlets of JR^tipWcea/ruticuloBa. (a) Capsules. 

(6) Tetraspores in the swollen ramuli. 

for the dark tint of this species. A transverse section of the stem is 
seen at a, Fig. 101. P. affi>nis, usually regarded as a rarity, is a variety of 
P. mgrescens. The stem contains about sixteen siphons. The ceramidia, 


Fig. 101. (a) Transverse section of Folysvphonianigrescms ; (b) Ditto of F. fastigiata ; 
(c) Ditto of Polysiphonia prata ; (d) Ditto of Polysyphonia parasitica; (e) Ditto- 
of Folysiphonia variegaia. 

6r spore-vessels of P. nigrescens are ovate and sessile, or produced from 
the sides of the branches, but in P. ajwie, they are nearly round, and 
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are seated on Uttle stalks. P. fibrata, so named from the tufts ot fibres 
which terminate the ramuli of every filament, is a very pretty spemes 
fold ve^ generally on all the European shores, and is pnemUy re^rded 
r^eTo^commlestspeoies. The fronds ^^tn^ 

much branched, being gradually attenuated upwards to a • 

The articulations and siphons of this species may 

under a lens. They differ in length somewhat in different parts of the 
stem and branches. The siphons are however four, SMroundmg a s 
cltral colourless tube (c,Fig.l01). The 

well represented in the drawings of magmfled portions at W 

ammlsorbranchlet containing tetraspores in its central artieulataons 
and is crowned with a tuft of branching fibres ; (6) represents an ovate or 
egg-shaped capsule, conteining within it a tuft of pear-stoped spores ; 
(5 is a more highly magnified branchlet.at the tip of 
base of the apical fibres, are three large oblong boies, wfoch m the hmng 
plant are of a bright yellow. These are anthendia. fiUed with active 
granules or antherosoids. These antheridia are frequently so abun^nt on 
this species, that the branohlets which bear them seem ■ as though 
they were crowned mth a tuft of golden fruit. These bodies, which are 
supposed to be the representatives of stamens in flowering plants, are 
found on many species of seaweeds ; but, as Dr. Harvey remarks, how 
they act, or whether they act on the spores at all, has not been ascer- 
tained.” A transverse section of the stem of P. fibratat which contains 
four siphons arranged around a central colourless tube, is represented at 
c., Fig. 101. P. fastigiata is another common species on which antheridia 
are very frequently found. They are produced in tufts at the tips of the 
little forked filaments of the plant, and are so conspicuous t^t they ^ve 
quite a yellow tint to the plant. This species of Pol/ysiphonia is parasitic 
on Fucus nodosm (Fig. 35), or the « knobbed wrack.” It grows in dense 
brownish tufts on the upper branches of the Fucus, encircling the stems 
of the plant, its little intertwined branches pointing upwards, about 2in. 
in height, and every one of them terminating in a tiny fork. Tetraspores 
are immersed in the* terminal branohlets. Spores are contained in egg- 
shaped conoeptacles. The stem contains no less than eighteen siphons, 
arranged around a central cavity, which is fiUed with endochrome. This 
cavity is, however, not, as in other, species of FoVgsifhonia, a continuous 
tube, but a series of bags of colouring matter, which are separated from, each 
other at the very slight divisions which occur at the articulations or joints 
of “the stem and branches, all of which are shorter than their diameter. 
A transverse section of the stem is seen at b, Fig. 101. This species 
iiSvariably turns black in drying, and adheres very imperfectly to paper. 
P. ureeolata, so named from the urceolate or pitcher-shaped form of its 
spore-vessels, is found growing on the stems of Lamina/rioi digitata (Fig. 
46), and some times fringing the shady sides of rock pools, its long red 
silky filaments mingling with those of the green EnteromorphcB or 
OladophorcBy with occasionally an olive frond or two of a young Laminaria, 
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of those lovely combinatioiis of colour in rock pools which 
ve to gaze on. The capsules of this species are seated on the 


i'lG. 102. Folysij[>honiamgresc&n8» 
and ramuli, as seen in a magrnified branch at a, 
are formed in the joints of terminal ramuli, as 


Fig. 103. Polysiphonia fibrata; (a) Ramulus with tetrasporesj (h) Ovate capsules 
with spores ; {c) Magnified hranchlet with antheridia. 

represented at b, Fig. 105, which is a more highly magnified branchlet 
of the beautiful variety of this plant, known hitherto as P. formosa. This 
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isi u more dedicate plant than P. uTceolata^ though its general appearance 
is very similar, and the- structure is airrost identical ; (o) is a section of 
the stem, highly magnified. The siphons are four in each of these plants^ 
and the central tube, though small, is filled with endochrome. There is 
another variety of P, urcBolataf ca led P. pateyis, from the patent or spread- 
ing character of its branches, which are often reflexed or curled at the tips, 
and it is very curious that although in the living state this variety is a 
fine red, it frequently turns black in drying, the capsules contracting 
and appearing only as little black specks on the stems and branches. 
These plants, as well as P. fihrata, are annuals, and should be looked 
for in the spring and early summer. P. fihHllosa (Fig. 104) is another 
summer annual, which in some seasons is tolerably abundant, and is 
met with pretty generally on the British coasts. I have taken speci- 
mens of this plant at Hastings which were 12in. long, and frequently 
the fronds ire found from Sin. to lOin. in length. The stem of 
this species is thick and very obscurely jointed, but when the terminal 
branches are examined, the articulations are more evident, and the ramuli 
are generally distinctly two-tubed, the siphons rather longer than broad. 
Tetraspores are produced in these terminal ramuli, which they distort 
greatly, as seen at a, Fig. 104, and the tips of every filament are crowned 
with tufts of branched and jointed fibres, a constant character which sug- 
gested the specific name of this plant. P. elongata (Fig. 104) , commonly known 
as the lobster-horn PolysipJionia, (the winter state of the long bare stems 
and branches being certainly very similar to the antennae of the lobster) 
is a hardy, robust species, abundani; in rock pools and in deep water. 
The summer and winter states of this species are widely different. As 
winter approaches, the ramuli fall away, leaving the lobster-horn stems 
bare and unsightly ; but in the spring the branches put forth tufts of 
beautiful crimson filaments, each of which is tipped with finely attenuated 
fibres, the fruit being borne on the young tufted ramuli,. There are several 
varieties of this species described by botanists ; but I am inclined to con- 
sider them as merely different states of the plant, for in all I find the 
structure and fructification identical. All the branches and ramuli, but 
more particularly the latter, are attenuated at each extremity, an 
invariable character which greatly facilitates identification. The stem and 
larger branches of the plant are very indistinctly jointed, the surface cells 
being so small and so closely packed as nearly to hide the articulations 
and siphons. These are only distinctly apparent in the upper branches 
and terminal ramuli, as represented in a magnified sprig, at Fig. 104. 
The ramulus to the left contains tetraspores, which appear like warty 
swellings produced alternately on each side of the stem. Winter specimens 
of this Pol/gs%phonia, adhere but imperfectly to paper; but spring and 
summer plants, when clothed with their flaccid multifid ramuli, are easily 
mounted, and form very attractive book specimens. Fig. 106, represents 
the charming little plant, P. pq/rasitka^ one of the most elegant of any of 
the very beautiful genus to which it belongs. Its usual place of growth is 



Pig. 104. (a) Polysiphonia ihrillosa^ (b) P, elongata. 


Fig. 105. Branch of Polijdphonia urceohH, with ceramidia. (b) Branch of Polysl 
phonia fomnosa ; tetraspores in the joints of the ramulas. (cj Section of stem. 
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on the calcareous algfe in deep water, whence its specific name of parasitica,. 
It is sometimes found growing on the sheltered sides of ledges of rook, at 
the extreme limit of low water, and occasionally it is cast ashore in fine 
condition. Several years ago I found some lovely specimens of this rare 
Polysiphonia on the beach at Whitley, near Tynemouth. I have also 
taken it in Scotland and at Plymouth, The illustration is from the most 
perfect of my south Devonshire specimens. Under the microscope a branch 
of this species is a singularly beautiful object. The ramification of its 
closely set branches is perfectly regular. They are placed on each side of 
the stem in alternate series ; the same order being observed throughout 
the entire plant. The tubes in the articulations, when viewed longi- 
tudinally, appear to be pointed at both ends, and are separated by 
transparent or colourless spaces. The siphons are eight in number, sur- 


Fig 106. Polydphomia parasitica, magnified. 

rounding a narrow cavity. A transverse section of the stem is seen 
at d. Fig. 101. The fronds of this rare little plant rarely exceed Sin. in 
height, but they are found sometimes in such densely bushy tufts, 
that a skilful manipulator may easily make several lovely book specimens 
from a single plant — no small advantage when the rarity of this species is 
considered. It is, however, widely distributed, being found in Scotland 
and as far south as the coast of Cornwall. P. hyssoides is so named 
from the multifid byssoid ramuli with which the branches are clothed 
throughout. Dr. Harvey says, “these terminal branched ramuli may 
probably be regarded as leaves in an imperfect state of development. 
In other species they are only found on the tips of young fronds, and 
appear to be actively engaged with the growth of those parts ; and while 
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Upon other species they are colourless, in this they partake of the usual 
crimson or brown-red tint of the plant." The structure of this species 
under the microscope is remarkably beautiful, every portion of the stem 
and branches bein^ distinctly jointed, and the dissepiments or separations 
between the articulations being perfectly pellucid or transparent. The 
siphons are seven, and surround a colourless tube. Fig, 107 represents two 
highly magnified branchlets. The capsules, seen at a, are very elegant 
in form, and are produced oh short stalks from the upper aides cf the 
articulations. The tetraspores at h, are arranged in a single series, being 
transformations of the three central joints of the branchlet which bears 
them. This handsome species is widely distributed. I have taken it 
frequently at Hastings, but much more abundantly at Ventnor, and still 
more so, and in very great luxuriance, at Plymouth. The fronds are from 
6in. to 14in. long, the colour is a fine deep red, which generally changes 
to a brownish red in drying. P. variegata is a remarkably beautiful 
species, and, although widely dispersed, is rare on the British coasts. I 
have taken it abundantly in the muddy rooky nooks about Plymouth, 
but nowhere else. It grows in dense tufts from Sin, to 12in. long. The 
filaments are very slender, and are attenuated upwards to the most delicate 
hair-like finepess. The upper portions of the plant are a beautiful pur- 
plish-red, which is usually retained in drying. A transverse section of the 
stem is seen at Pig. 301. The siphons are six, surrounding a colour- 
less central tube. When viewed under the microscope, the joints of the 
base are broader than long, and in the main branches twice as long as 
broad; those in the ramuli are short, but they are distinctly marked 
with three dark coloured oblong tubes. These characters, which are 
pretty constant in this species, serve to distinguish it from others 
which it somewhat outwardly resembles, 

I much regret that the extreme difficulty of preparing satisfactory illus- 
trations of this beautiful tribe of plants in the growing state, permits 
merely a brief mention of many species I would otherwise gladly describe. 
The noble species P. Brodicei, which I have taken in the Clyde and on 
the Mewstone Bock, near Plymouth, the branches of which were upwards 
of 20in. long, would require a plate of folio size to give a fair idea of its 
grandeur. This species may be known by its large spreading branches, 
which are alternate and have each a distinct main stem throughout. The 
stems usually contain seven* siphons, the ramuli three or four, rather 
longer than broad. The colour is a dark brownish-red. P. violacea is 
a beautiful reddish-purple plant, the fronds of which are from 6in. to 12in. 
high, having a principal main stem set throughout with long alternate 
branches gradually diminishing in length upwards, all of which are 
branched again and again, and terminate in tufts of exceedingly slender 
ramuli. These ultimate ramuli give a pretty feathery appearance to the 
plant, and in mounting on paper, clot together, and so display the beautiful 
purple tint of the species to perfection. The joints in the stem, which are 
rery indistinct, are usually marked with irregularly shaped tubes. In the 
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ramiili the siphons are two or three, and are twice or thrice as long as broad. 
P. elongella^ in its snnamer state, is a highly beautiful plant. It bears a 
strong resemblance to P. along ata (Hg. 104),, and, like that species, being 
biennial, is unsightly during winter, but in spring is clothed with tufts of 
fine rose-red ramuli. The Joints of the stem and main branches are all 
distinctly marked, and are of eqpal length and breadth. The siphons are 
six or seyen, and are separated by beautifully pellucid spaces. This species 
is rare, but widely distributed. I have taken it in Scotland and on the 
south Devonshire coast. P. is a species which I have taken 

in Torbay and in Whitsand-bay only. It may be known by the little 
bundles or bunches of pointed ramuli which are produced alternately along 


Tig. 107. Pohysiplioniahyssoides ; (a) Branch with capsules ; (b) Branch with 
tetraspores. 

the stems, somewhat in the same manner that similarly-tufted branchlets 
are set on the branches of Ityt4{phlma fmticiilosa (Fig, 99). Under the 
microscope the tubes in the articulations appear to be spirally curved, a 
character which serves to mark this species. A transverse cutting of the 
stem reveals twelve or thirteen, siphons- P. Agardhiana is a small 
variety of this species. P. pulvinata^ now P, sertularioideSf is a small 
summer annual, growing on rocks and algse in dense intricate tufts rarely 
more than lin. high. P. spinulosdi is an extremely rare species found at 
Appin by the late Captain Carmichael. I possess a single specimen of 
this plant, taken at Plymouth many years ago, and ever since I have 
looked for it in vain. P. Richardsonit taken on the coast of Dumfries 
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by the late Sir John Bichardson, is unknown to me. P, Griffi,thsianes 
now regarded as a variety of P. suhulata, is found growing on P olyida, 
lumhricalis (Fig. 83), in Torbay, though rarely, P, Qrevillii found by Dr. 
Greville on the shores of Bute, parasitical on the larger shore weeds. P. 
Carmichoelianaf now a variety of P. fihrillosa^ found growing on Besmarestia 
aeuleata (Fig. 52) by Captain Carmichael. P. ohscura, a small and rather 
insignificant species, growing in out-of-the-way places, on the roots of the 
Fuoi and on submerged rocks. P. simulanst a rare though widely- 
dispersed species. It has somewhat the appearance of P. spinulosa^ the 
stems being like those of that species, set with spines or short pointed 
ramuli, which hold the branches of the plant together, trying the patience 
of the manipulator in disentangling them. Its similarity to some other 
species is referred to in the specific name of Bimulans. P. suhuUfera is 
another spine-bearing species, possessing little beauty, and not frequently 
met with, though dispersed along the coasts of England and Ireland. P. 
furcellata is a rare and very pretty little species, all the branches being 
terminated by a little fork, the tips of which incline upwards. This 
interesting plant is a deep water species. I dredged it in Plymouth Sound 
some years ago, but have never found it since. It was taken formerly at 
Sidmouth and dredged in Torbay, but for many years it has disappeared 
from every locality in which I have sought it. This rareness of some 
species and occasional disappearance, at least for several seasons, in others, 
is certainly very curions, and has often formed the subject of ingenious 
speculation. The canses are doubtless natural enough, if known ; but here 
I can do no more than record the fact, that while some species are 
abundant, and make their appearance in the same sitnations with tolerable 
regularity, others are rare, and occasionally disappear for many seasons 
together, then suddenly reappear in their former habitats, and again as 
unaccountably disappear. The genus Polysiphonia contains one species 
which was discovered subsequently to the pnblication of the ** Phycologia 
Britannioa.” Its name is Polysiphcnia fceiidissinba^ so called on account 
of the strong and by no means agreeable odour which it emits during the 
process of mounting, forming a strange contrast to that of other species, 
some of which exhale a perfume as delicate as violets. P. fcetidissima is 
very similar in growth and ramification to P. jihrata, and indeed some algo- 
logists, I believe, consider , it to be merely a variety of P, fibrata^ though 
the colour is very much darker, inclining to a blackish tint j and it is 
curious that the odour emitted by each of these species is alike, that of 
P. fcetidissima being rather the more disagreeable of the two. 

' The genus Dasya, or hairy-branch, is a numerous and considerably 
diversified group of plants, all being more or less remarkable for their 
brilliant crimson hue. Of the British species, the largest and most 
abundant is the handsome and well-known Dasya coccinea, or the scarlet 
dasya, a branch of which is represented slightly magnified at Fig. 108, 
The plants in this group are chiefly characterised by the tufts of thread- 
like jointed ramuli which clothe all the branches of these algai, and are of 
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a similar structiire to the fibres which are found on the tips of many of 
the Polysivlionim, but while in that genus these fibres are nearly always 
colourless, and perish as the plants advance towards maturity, and are not 
in any way connected with the fructification of the plants, in the JOasycB 
they are brilliantly coloured, and are as enduring as the plants themselves ; 
the stichidia, or vessels which bear the tetraspores, being a transformation 
of portions of these tufted ramuli. The ceramidium, or spore-vessel, is 
also a metamorphosis of some of these ramuli, and is an interesting and 
beautiful object for the microscope, a number of crimson pear-shaped 
spores being distinctly visible through the semi-transparent walls of the 


Fio. 108. Das]/a Coecinea. 

fruit- vessel. The stichidia are oblong lanceolate pods, suddenly pointed 
at the tips, and contain the tetraspores, which are arranged in a series of 
transverse bands. D. coccinea is a summer annual. Small stunted forms 
are met with growing in pools between tide marks, but luxuriant specimens 
are only obtainable in sheltered situations at extreme low-water mark, 
though occasionally they are cast ashore from deep water. The most 
favourable situations for this species, known to me, are the bays around 
Bovisand near Plymouth, and the shores west of Ventnor, in the Isle of 
Wight. B. ocellatobi so named from a fancied resemblance which the tips 
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of the tufted branches bear to the eye-like spots on the peacock’s tail- 
feathers, is a small and rare species, seldom more than 2in. high. It 
grows on muddy rocks at extreme low- water mark. The ramuli, which 
are very abundantly produced on each side of the stems, are so fine and so 
closely set, that a satisfactory figure of the living plant is hardly possible ; 
I therefore present my readers with the representation of a highly magnified 
branohlet (Fig. 109). In this species the ramuli are forked, and are of 
extreme tenuity. Lanceolate stiohidia, which point upwards in the 
direction of the main srem, are seated on the upper side of the ramuli. 
D. arbusmlcb^ or the shrub-like dasya, is another small and rare species, 
about 4in. high. It is excessively branched and bushy, the branches being 
densely clothed with forked-spreading ramuli, which are so crowded at the 
tips as to give the outline of the plant the appearance of a bunch of 
crimson feathers. I have taken beautiful specimens of this species on the 
shaded side of the great Mewstone Eock, near Plymouth. Fine specimens 
are sometimes taken on the Irish and Scottish coasts. In this country 
D. ocellcbta rarely produces ceramidia, but D. arbuscula is as frequently 
found with capsules as with stiohidia, but the form of the latter is very 
distinct in these species ; those of D. ocellata being long, narrow, and 
drawn out to a fine point ; while in D. arhuscula they are oblong, obtuse at 
the tips, and terminate with a mucro or short spine. The ceramidia of 
this genus are very pretty objects. They differ considerably in form in the 
various species. That represented at Fig. 110 is the characteristic capsule 
of the Jersey species, D. Venusta, now I), corymhifera^ It is produced, 
as I have said, from the branched ramuli, and is a transformation of one of 
the branches on the lower side of the tufts, the spores being developed 
from the endoohrome or colouring matter of the joints of the ramulus. D. 
Vemsta, or D. corymUfera, is a highly beautiful species. It is abundant 
in the Channel Islands, and occasionally cast ashore on the coast of 
Sussex. JD. pumceat the purple dasya, is another rarity, and is also of 
small size. I have never found it growing, but have picked it up on the 
shore near Brighton, where it has also been taken by my friend Mrs. 
Merrifield, one of the most accomplished algologists in England. B. GatU 
lowi(B is unknown to me, and, so far as I know, has been met with in the 
Island of Jersey only, where it was discovered by Miss Oattlow, in 1858. 

The Order GoralUnacecs, so called from the coral-like appearance of many 
of these vegetable productions, contains a large number of very remarkable 
plants, all of which have the singular property of absorbing carbonate 
of lime into their tissues. Some of them are filiform or stringlike, and are 
branched in a pinnated or dichotomous manner, the wing- like or forked 
■branches being composed of a succession of chalky articulations. The 
root of these is an expanded crust-like disc, which is firmly attached by 
its under surface to the rooky sides of tide pools. Other branching species 
are parasitic on various kinds of seaweeds, while several of the lowest 
forms of this order are thin, stony incrustations, spreading over the surface 
of rocks ; and some others, of a similar structure, are found firmly attached 



Pift. 109. Terminal branch of I>ast/a oceZkta, highly magnified. 


Pig. 110. Portion of a stem with ramulus of Dam venmia, ahowins 
ceramidium with spores. 
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to the fronds of several of the membranous algas. Most of these latter 
species belong to the sub-order Nulliporecd, some of which vegetate only 
in deep water, and are thus unobtainable except by dredging. The 
plants of this Order are found in all seas, but are most abundant in warm 
climates, and some of the tropical species are among the most beautiful 
and curious of the oceanic flora. Many of these plants were formerly 
regarded as of an animal rather than of a vegetable nature, and until 
lately they were classed among the zoophytes or polyp-bearing corals. 
They are, however, now known to be true vegetables ; for upon the plants 


Fig, 111. CorallA/mo;fficinalis, 

being immersed in strong acid, the limy coating of their fronds is 
dissolved, and the vegetable structure is at once revealed. The fructi- 
fication in this Order is tetrasporic, but, curiously enough, is, for the most 
part, contained in conceptacles which are very similar in form to those 
which, in other genera, contain spores. This assemblage of plants consists 
of two distinctly marked sub-orders. The first of these, called ComZ- 
Une(B, contains the branched and jointed species. Fig. Ill, represents a 
branch of the well-known Corallina officinalis^ the most abundant of th 
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Britisli species. It is found in rock pools at all seasons of tlie year, its 
pretty rose-red fronds fringing* tlie sides of tke pools, and in the fruiting 
season being dotted bere and there with little white roundish or urn-shaped 
eeramidia, which are produced from the terminal joints of the ramuh, 
or sometimes from the sides of the branches, two or more egg-shaped 
capsules springing from the same joint, but always of the same chalky 
white colour. The fronds vary in length from 2in. to din, or more, 
according to the depth of water in which they grow, or the shelter afforded 
them by the larger algm. The species Q. sg^udmatoj is rare, and though 
very similar to the foregoing, may be known by the form of its upper 
joints, which are much flatter than those of 0. oficinalis, and the upper 

angles are pointed and distinctly prominent. 

The genus Jama, from Janira, one of the Nereides, contains two small 
species, which are parasitic in dense pinky tufts on several of the smaller 
algse. Jania ruhens is found on all parts of the British coasts, while J. 
corniculata is chiefly an inhabitant of the southern shores of England 
and Ireland. Eig. 112 represents terminal branches of both species highly 
magnified ; a, is a terminal sprig of Jania ruhens, h, of J. corniculata, 
These plants, in the living state, very closely resemble each other, but 
the microscope reveals a very marked difference. In J. ruhenS) it will be 
seen that the joints have rounded angles, while in J. corniculata, the 
angles are sharp and prominent, and the articulations taper a little at 
the base. The eeramidia in each have long horns like the antennae of 
a beetle, and in J. corniculata these horns are each tipped with a cerami- 
dium, from the upper angles of which spring two horn-like ramuli, generally 
somewhat inemwed at the tips. 

The seepnd sub-order of the CoralUnacecs contains that curious group 
of marine productions which, to outward appearance, bear little resem- 
blance to plants (unless it be some of the crustaceous lichens), and possess 
little beauty to recommend them to the notice of any. but scientific 
botanists. These are the NulUpores, some of which are foliaceoua, and 
free or unattached ; others are merely chalky incrustations, spreading over 
rocks and stones, and some few have their place of growth on the fronds 
of other seaweeds. Most of these are included in the genus Melohesia ; 
but as many of them are inhabitants of deep water, or otherwise not 
generally accessible, and rarely met with in good condition, I will merely 
describe one or two species that are frequently found on the fronds of Phyl- 
lophora ruhens (Figs. 113 and 149) and Qhondrus crispus (Pig. 162). These 
are Melohesia mrrucata and M.pustulata, the former of which is a thin chalky 
expansion of irregular shape attached to one surface of the seaweed ; the 
, latter is also of irregular form, but generally oblong, and it sometimes 
incrusts both surfaces of the plant on which it grows. A frond of 
PhyllopJiora ruhens, at Pig. 113, represents the manner in which Melohesia 
pustulata is constantly found attached to this red seaweed, defying all 
attempts at mounting the alga on paper until the calcareous parasite is 
scraped off. The little roundish dots on the surface of the Melohesia 


EHODOSPEBME^. 




are oeramidia, with, a pore or opening at the top, through which, at maturity , 
the tetraspores escape into the water. The name Meldbesia is from one of 
the sea-nymphs of Hesiod. One of the commonest of these encrusting 



Fig. 112. Terminal branches, highly magniaed-, of (a) Jania rubrns; (h) Jania 
corniculata, 

marine productions is the well-known Bildenlmndtia ruhra^ which is 
frequently found in extensive patches of a beautiful rosy tint on rooks near 
low-water mark, or lining the lower surfaces of tide pools und# the 



Fig. 113, Melohesia pustulatat ■paxoBitiQ on Phyllophova fuhms. 

shelter of the Fuci or Kelpweeds, This species is a thin membranous 
crust, and is attached so firmly to the surface of the rook, that it is 
impossible to separate a portion for preservation as a specimen. This 
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curious production was formerly included in the GorallinOicecB ; hut its 
structure, which is more of a leathery than a stony nature, has caused 
it to he removed from the calcareous order of marine alg^, and associated 
with a small group of singular plants, which, like itself, are either circulai’ 
or irregularly shaped patches of a red or brownish-red colour, which are 
found on stones and shells, or attached by means of minute fibres on their 
under sides to the surfaces of rocks. The order Squamariece has been 
fo'rmed for their reception. In addition to the species just described, I 
wiU merely mention the names of the others, since they possess very 
little interest for the ordinary collector. They are as follows : Peyssonelia 
Duhyij Petrocelis cruenta, Cruona pelUia, and Gruoria adhcerens. 

The Order SphmococcoidecB, so named from the roundish form of the 
fruit, is an assemblage of seaweeds, of a rosy or blood- red colour, some of 
which are leafy, others consist of broad, expanding, cleft, or laciniated 
membranes, ansi some few are filiform, and more or less branched. At the 
head of this Order stands the genus Delesseria, named in honour of 
M. Delessert, a French botanist; and here I must express my regret that 
the charming plant, which until recently was known as Belesseria sanguinea, 
has been removed, not only from this genus, but has been placed in 
another Order, “a measure,’’ writes Dr. Harvey, “ rendered necessary 
by the new principles of arrangement developed by Professor Agardh,” 
whos? system is now generally adopted by algologists. In outward 
appearance, and even in the internal structure of its stem and leaves, this 
fine species is a true Belesseria, but the structure of its fruit being very 
different from that of the Bphaerococcoideoz, it has very properly been 
transferred to the Order Rhodymeniacece, and is now known as Maugeria 
sanguinea, a name which was given to it by S. 0. Gray, Esq., in his 
work on “British Seaweeds,” published in 1867. However, for the con- 
venience of those who have been accustomed to regard this plant as Beles^ 
seria sanguinea, I will figure and describe it before I pass on to a de- 
scription of the beautiful leafy plants now included in the genus Belesseria, 
Maugeiia sanguinea, represented at Fig. 114, is one of the most striking 
and beautiful of all the British red seaweeds. In its perfect summer state 
when grown in favourable situations in deep water, the fronds are from 
Gin. to Sin. or lOin. long, and from 2in. to Gin. wide ; each leafy expansion 
has a short stalk and a distinct midrib with veins on each side, the margin 
of the membranous leaves being entire, and often beautifully waved, so 
that when fully grown plants are mounted on paper, they present the most 
beautiful variety of pink and deep red tints, owing to the folding over of 
the delicate membranous margins. Occasionally in proliferous specimens, 
long narrow leaflets are thrown out from the midrib of the primary 
leaves. Small but beautiful forms of this leafy plant are found sometimes 
in shady rock pools, but always submerged, and mostly under the shelter of 
the larger olive weeds. ' The winter state of this plant is very different to 
its summer condition. All the delicate wavy margin disappears, and from 
each side of the midrib springs a series of ovate leaflets (sporovhylla), in 



Fig. 114. Maugevia s<mg%m\ea. 


Pig. 115. Delesseria sinuosa. 
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which the tetraspores are placed. Tubercles (on other individuals of the 
species), which are produced on short stalks, fringe the stems and midribs, 
and contain the spores. Old stems which hare not been disturbed during 
winter put forth a new crop of leaves as the spring advances, and I have 
always observed that the colour of these biennial specimens is always 
more bnlliant than that of plants of the first season. This species is found 
in tolerable abundance all round the British coasts ; it is met with on most 
of the Atlantic shores of Europe, and in several situations in the southern 
hemisphere. It is easily displayed on paper, and is deservedly a universal 
favourite. JDelesseria sinuosa, represented at Fig. 115, commonly known 
as the “ Oak-leaf Deles seria,” is extremely variable in the size and form of 
its leaves. Some are long, narrow, and sinuated, jagged or deft from the 
margin to the midrib ; while others are broad and hardly cleft at all, being 
very slightly sinuated or indentated, such specimens bearing a very striking 
resemblance to yonng oak leaves. Its place of growth is on the stems of 
the deep water Laminaria digitaia (Fig. 46), portions of which are often 
east ashore with splendid hunches of this Delesseria attached to them. 
In this species the midrib is very distinct, and in full grown plants is 
strong and wiry, presenting occasionally no small difficulty in mounting 
the specimen in a natural position. Each lobed portion of these oak-like 
leaves is traversed by a prominent vein, which arises on each side of the 
midrib and terminates only with the margin of the leafy membrane. These 
veins in the leaves of the Lelesserim, are nothing more than a closer 
aggregation of deep-coloured cells ; but the mid-ribs, although composed 
entirely of cellular matter, thicken and harden into a wiry, stiok-like sub- 
stance, and become the stems from which subsequent branches and leaves 
are produced. The colour is a deep brownish red, turning to a greenish 
yellow in decay. Spore-bearing tubercles are produced in the midribs; 
tetraspores are placed in little slender marginal leaflets, which are some- 
times so abundant, that the leaves of such specimens appear as though they 
were fringed with cilia. This species is biennial, and is abundant on the 
Devonshire coasts, being particularly fine in Torbay and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Plymouth. D. alata is the most common species of this genus. 
It grows in rock pools under the shade of the or kelpweeds. and on the 
stems of Lamiiiaria digitata (Fig. 46). The fronds vary in length from Sin. 
to lOin. or more. They are much branched, and all are furnished on each 
side of the midrib with a winglike membrane, which is entire at its margin, 
and varies in width from one line to ^in. In mounting luxuriant specimens 
of this plant, it is very desirable to cut away superabundant branches ; 
otherwise the delicate membrane on each side of them cannot he effectively 
displayed ; neither can the beautiful transverse striaa with which its surface 
IS marked be made out under the lens, unless the branches are separated 
from each other. Spores are contained in spherical tubercles produced 
from the midrib ; tetraspores are placed in leaflets which arise from 
the angles of the upper branches, or sometimes on each side of the midrib 
in the tips of the terminal branches. Fig, 116, represents a branch of D. 



116. Deless&ria alata, 

the narrowest in the foond of any form of this species with which I am 
acquainted ; and so far as my experience goes, it is peculiar to the northern 


Fig. 117. (a) Branchletof Deless&i<a alaiai (b) D. ruscifolia; (c) vertical 
cutting of tubercle of Nitojiliyllimi Gmelini. 

coasts of England . During two seasons of seaweed gathering, on the shores 
north of the Tyne, I always met with this extremely narrow form, and 
never with the broader varieties which are common on the southern shores. 




J311T, as regards the species D. angmUssima^ I can only say, I haye never 
met with, it in the growing- state ; the only specimen I possess was given 
to me by the late Dr. Cocks, of Plymouth, who received it, with some 
others, from Mrs. Griffiths, of Torquay, that lady having found it in 
Torbay, about the time it was discovered by Mr. Brodie, more than fifty 
years ago. The fructification of this rare plant seems to me to be identical 
with that of D. alata, and the only difference that I have been able to 
discover between it and the narrowest form of D. alata in my possession 


Pig, 118 . Deless&i'ia hypoglossum, 

crimson leaves. This is the smallest of the genus, and though it is some- 
times found on the stems of Laminariadigitata (Fig. 46), its more frequent 
place of growth is on mud-covered rocks near low-water mark. Many 
years ago I used to take it in great quantity and beauty on the muddy 
rocks near Mount Batten at Plymouth. In our illustration the coccidium, 
or spore-bearing tubercle, is represented (as is usual in the Delesserim) as 
produced from the centre of the midrib, a short distance only below the- 
tip of the leaf. Tetraspores are arranged in oblong groups on each side of 
the midrib, and generally near the tips of the rounded leaves of the plant. 
The colour is always a rich deep crimson, and with a little judicious 
pruning, this species makes an ^quisite book specimen. The only British 
seaweed with which this species may be confounded is D. hypoglossumy 
represented at Fig. 118. In this, however, the fronds are longer and 
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narrower, lanceolate, or pointed at tlie tips, and of a mncli lighter colour, 
being of a pale rose or deHcate pink. The fronds of this species are 
tufted and originate in a single lanceolate leaf, having a distinctly marked 
midrib, from which it throws out other similar leaves, and from these are 
produced others, which in turn bear another series ; and in this manner 
the primary leaf-Hke frond becomes clothed with leaves of various lengths, 
which spread out in the water, and give a somewhat circular outline to 
the plant. Coccidia are produced on the midrib, as represented in our 
illustration ; tetraspores are disposed in long narrow lines on each side 
of the midrib, near the tips of the leaves. Barren specimens are generaUy 
the most luxuriant, those in fruit being much narrower, and of a paler 
colour. This beautiful species is annual. It grows in shady rock pools 
and on the stems of the Lavi/iina/iriob. It is rare in Scotland, but tolerably 
abundant on the south coast of Devon, and particularly fine at Plymouth, 
and at Bantry Bay, in Ireland. 

Very nearly related to Delessevio/ is the genus Nitophylluini a tribe of 
membranaceous plants, which are distinguished chiefly by their more or less 
broad lobes, rather than leaves or ‘branches, None of these plants are 
furnished with a midrib, though some species have tolerably distinct veins, 
very strongly marked at the base, but vanishing gradually as they ascend 
into the upper divisions of the plants. Most of the species in drying have 
a fine polished shining surface, whence the generic name of Nitophyllum^ or 
shining leaf. The fine species, Nitophyllum RilUae (Pig* 119) was named 
by Dr. Greville in honour of Miss HiU, who discovered it. The plant 
arises from a small disc-like root, and rapidly expands into a roundish or 
fan-shaped frond, from 8 inches to 20 inches in circumference, which is 
cleft all round its margin into irregularly shaped lobes of large size. Veins, 
more or less waved, arise from the base, and sometimes spread over the 
surface of the frond. Globular tubercles containing spores are scattered 
over the whole of the plant. Tetraspores are produced in the upper part of 
the lobes, and being very minute, appear like little granular spots. The 
colour is a fine rose red, which it preserves in drying. N. Bonnemaisoni is 
very rare, though found on all the British shores. It grows on the stems 
of Laminaria digiiata (Pig. 46). The fronds are seldom more than 4in. long, 
the segments are deeply cleft, and are about as broad as long. The 
tubercles are smaller than those in N. Billix^ but the groups of tetraspores 
are larger. The substance is much more delicate than that of the fore- 
going species, and the colour is a beautiful rose pink. N. Gmelini is 
another somewhat rare species. I have found it at Hastings, though 
once only; but at Plymouth it is generally abundant and sometimes of 
large size. The fronds are more or less deeply cleft, some specimens being 
even jagged at the margin, others having beautifully rounded lobes, and 
occasionally some are divided into long ribbon-like segments, while all 
haver tv disMncjjly rounded outline. Th^ colour is a deep red, often 
inclining to a brownish purple. Tubercles are scattered over the surface 
of the frond, but the tetraspores are invariably produced in groups just 
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within the margin. A Tertioal cutting of one of the tubercles or coccidia 
of this species, very highly magnified, is represented at c. Fig. U7. 
The spores are developed in the terminal cells of the branched threads 
wtoch arise from a placente, or based projection, in the centre of the 
tubercle. The arrangement of the spore-thresids and production of the 
spores at thoir tips, is very similar in the coccidia of the Delessm-iw, but the 
form IS a httle different. The tubercles in the NUophylla are usuaJly 
longer than high, when viewed as represented in Fig. 117,* but in the 
Delesser%mthey are more generally spherical, and the spore-threads are set 
more npright and closer together. N, laceratum (Fig. 120) is one of the most 
abundant of the genus. It grows underthe shelter of the larger algse, and is 
often found attached to OoralUna oficinalis (Fig. Ill) in rock poolsabout half- 


Fig. 119 . mtcyphyllvm Eillm. 

tide level. In form and size it is very variable, deep-water specimens only 

beingofla^ge size, and broad in the segments of the frond, -thesearegenerally 

found on the stems of Lamina/ria digitata (Fig. 46). In shallow pools this 
species rarely exceeds 6m., but I have gathered specimens on the shore at 
Exmouth and near Plymouth that would easily have covered a foHo page 
Fig. 120 was taken from one of my Exmouth plants, the fronds of which 
were 12m. long. This species, when viewed in clear rock pools under 
the influence of sunlight, is beautifully iridescent. The fronds are 
dichotomous, or branched by repeated forkings ; the margins are sometimes 
smooth and even, but more frequently wavedand notched, and occasionahy 
the long segments are twisted or curled, and very much interwoven 
Some specimens are fringed with little ciHated or narrow leafy processes 
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and one small variety has its laeinzations hooked at the extremities in tho 
shape of a sickle. The lower parts of the fronds are very distinctly veined. 
Spherical sori or round tubercles are scattered here and there over the 
fronds, hut not numerously ; tetraspores are arranged in spots within the 
margin of the segments, or borne in the leaflets which fringe the fronds in 
some specimens. The colour is usually a rosy pink, sometimes inclining to 
a pale purple. This species does not always adhere well to paper. When- 
ever I am troubled in this way, with good plants of this or any other 
species, my invariable rule is to immerse them, paper as wellj in skimmed 
milk, and then dry and press them as before. This process does not affect 
the colour or condition of the plants in any way, but it causes them to 
adhere permanently to the paper, more satisfactorily than by any other 
method I have ever heard of. W. versicolor is, peer esocellence, the rarity of 
this genus. It is seldom, if ever, found growing, being most probably a 
deep-water plant. Minehead, and down the coast above and below Ilfra- 
combe, are the only localities in this country where it is found cast ashore. 
The plant, which is seldom more than 2in. high, arises from a short but 
distinct stem, and expands into a fan-shaped frond, which is cleft into a 
few more or less rouhded segments. The colour is rose-red, changing to a 
bright orange by contact with fresh water; hence the specific name of 
versicolor. Tubercles, very recently discovered on a specimen taken at 
Hfraoombe, and idehtifled as such by Mrs. Merrifield, of Brighton, are 
scattered over the upper part of the lobed segments. This is, I believe, 
the first recorded instanoe of the fruit of this rare species having been 
detected on British specimens. Occasionally specimens are found with the 
tips of the lobes curled over and hardened into processes which, some 
writers believe, drop off at maturity and develop into new plants. This 
opinion was communicated to me by Miss Gifford, of Minehead, a well- 
known and highly scientific botanist, who has had such frequent opportu- 
nities for observing the appearance of this curious plant, and the constant 
development of the callous tips of its fronds, that X am inclined to accept 
this lady’s explanation of the object of these singular apical processes 
on the fronds of N; verHcolor. Big. 121 represents a portion of one of 
Miss Gifford’s plants, of the natural size. I will now describe two 
forms of that highly beautiful species, N, punctatumf specifically named 
from the numerous and very distinct dots or groups of tetraspores so 
frequently found on these plants. The forms are so numerous that 
botanists name and describe no less than five distinct varieties. 

These beautiful plants are attached to other sea- weeds, but they mostly 
grow in deep water, and are found in some form or other on all the British 
coasts. The typical form, as represented at Big. 122, is at first a broad 
wedge-shaped membrane, which grows out into a dichotomously divided 
frond ; each division terminating in several short, finger-like lobules, with 
rounded axils and tips of a lovely rose-colour, the lower portions of the 
plant being of a paler tint. Mature plants sometimes attain a circum- 
ference of 2£t. or more. Tubercles are scattered over the surface of the 



Fig. 120. l^ito;phyllum laoemtuin. 


Fig. 121. Nitophyllim ismioolor 
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wHch every variety of tWs species may always be recognised. In the 
variety, JV. ocellatum^ Tig. 123, the tetrasporic spots are particularly large : 
and they are rendered still more striking by being developed in the long, 


fronds ; tetraspores, which are very numerous when present, are produced 
in groups of large size, and these are sometimes confined to the segments 


Fio. 123. N’itophyllum puncfatum, var. Ocellaimi. 

narrow, linear segments into which this variety is cleft down to the base 
of the frond. The margins of all the divisions are perfectly smooth and 
flat; while in the variety crispatum, and others, the segments are similarly 
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deft, and are curled, waved, or fimbriated at tbe margme-obaracters 
wMob serve to denote varieties, though they all undoubtedly belong to the 
same species-differing in form merely in diffe^nt localities, or from some 
oiroumstances connected perhaps with climatic influences affeotin, their 
growth. My largest specimens were tahen in Plymouth harbour, 
Segments of which were from 6in. to Win. long ; but these are 
comparison with snecimens found in the north of Irel^d, someof wde 
over 3ft. in length and 2ft. in breadth. Among the recent additions 
have been made to the marine flora of this country is that ot the 
new species Nitophyllam tlvysanorlmms, discovered by Mr. Holmes at 
Plymouth. The peculiarities of this new species consist, firstly, in the 
position of the tetraspores, which are placed within the terminal lobes ot 
the segments; secondly, of a series of minute veins, which ^averse the 
fronds throughout; and, thirdly, in the production of tufts of root-like 
processes, which fringe the margins of the segments. 

The two plants Gallihlepharis ciliata and C. juhata were, until lately, 
included in the genus Bhodymema; but as the structure of their spore- 
producing organs does not accord with the principle of fructification m the 
Rhodyyneniace^^, the genus GaUible:pharis has been formed for their recep- 
and now they follow the miovnylla in the Order SpJiCBTococcoidecB. 
the first of these (Gallihlepharis ciliata^ Fig. 124), both names 
have reference to the beautiful eyelash-Hke cilia, which border the 
segments of the fronds and contain the spores. The plant arises from a 
fibrous root, and is at first a narrow pointed kaf , from 3m. to 
long, tapered at the base and acute at the tip ; the cilia, which are put 
from the margin, develop into branches similar inform to the primary 
leaf, and thus the species becomes foliiferous, each leafy segment being 
ciliated on each side, and sometimes even on the surface. At maturity, 
reached on the approach of winter, the spherical tubercles begin 
to appear, swelling the cilia about the centre, and bending the tips down 
at an angle ^vhioh gives these little processes a remarkable resemblance to 
duck’s head, the sporiferous nucleus in the rounded angle occupying the 
place of the eye of the bird. This peculiarity is represented at h (Fig. 124), 
The tetraspores, which are contained in cloudy patches, are dispersed over 
the surface of the fronds. The colour varies from a dull pink to a full red. 
The plant is annual, and is cast a, shore all along the south coast of England. ; 
G. juhata (Fig. 125), is nearly allied to the former species, and is frequently 
mistaken for it by young collectors. It is, however, a summer annual, 
and fruits before autumn- it is frequently found growing abundantly in 
rock pools ; but 0. ciliata fruits in winter, and is thrown ashore from 
deep water. The tetrasporic fruit of C. juhata is also produced in a different 
situation, being confined to the ciHa, in which the spores are also produced _ 
In early growth the cilia of this species are short and needle-pointed ; but , 
as the plant advances towards maturity, they lengthen and become filiform , 
and in luxuriant specimens they curl and twist round the fronds, and even 
those of other plants near them, like the tendrils of a creeping 
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land-plant. In shallow pools the colour of this species often loses all its 
fine red tint, and becomes a pale olive or dull yellow ; but in shady situations, 


Pig. 124. CallihUpUaris oiliata. t. Magnified cilia with tubercles, 
or when cast ashore from deep water, the colour is a full rich red, which 
generally becomes darker in drying. As the fronds of these plants are 


Pig. 125. CalUhlephans juhata. 

tolerably thick and of a somewhat leathery substance, they are apt to 
shrink in drying, and crimp the paper in an unsightly manner. When 
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this is the case (and it always occurs with mature plants), I refloat the 
specimen in sea water and mount it afresh on another sheet of paper, 
when, if it fail to adhere firmly, I have recourse to the milk jug, as 
already described. 

The curious plant which is represented by a magnified branch at 
Fig. 126 is called Sphmrococcus coronopifolius, a name which, though 
highly characteristic, makes me regret that this, like multitudes of other 
red seaweeds, has no common name. My non-classical readers must be 
content withlthe information that the names of this species signify, 
“ spherical fruit crowning the foliage or branchlets.” The coccidia, or 
spore-bearing tubercles, are produced just below the tips of the ramuli ; the 
apices being continued beyond the fruit- vessel in the form of a short miicro 
or spine. This species is rare in Scotland, but is cast ashore on the South 
of England and Ireland, some seasons rather plentifully. Several years 
ago I took large and beautifully fruited specimens at Yentnor, thrown 
ashore for several days in succession ; and in 1873 fine specimens, also 
in fruit, were sent to me from Cornwall, by H. Goode, Esq., an 
enthusiasts and successful collector. The colour of this plant is a fine 
scarlet, hut the substance is so crisp and horny, that a considerable amount 
of pruning of its rigid branches is necessary before the plant can be 
mounted effectively on paper. Even then it adheres but imperfectly, and 
recourse must be had to the plan I have more than once recommended in 
these pages, that of refloating and immersing the specimen ’in skimmed 
milk. 

The genus Gracilana, from the Latin gracilis, in allusion to the slender 
branches of the typical species, contains a variety of widely* dispersed 
plants, some of which are employed in the manufacture of glues and 
varuishes. One of our rare species, G. compressa, having a soft brittle 
frond, makes a capital preserve, as well as pickle. The late Mrs. GrifiSths, 
of Torquay, presuming this species to be identical with an Indian alga 
known as “ Ceylon moss,’* made an experiment with the British plant, and 
found it to answer equally well as a pickle and a preserve. G. compressa is 
a deep-water species, but is thrown ashore on various parts of the 
Devonshire coast. The fronds are tufted, and arise from a disc-like root. 
The branches are long, and are set alternately along the stem, which is 
cylindrical, but somewhat flattened at the sides, the branches being similarly 
constructed, but tapered at the base and the tips. Tubercles of large size 
are produced plentifully on the sides of the branches. Tetraspores, which 
are very minute, are concealed in the branchlets. The colour is a dull 
pink; the plant is annual, and is in perfection from July to the end 
of August. Fig. 127 represents the common species, 0, cenfervoides. This 
is a most variable plant ; the fronds are tufted, and are from 4in. to 20in, 
long. The branches are by no means numerous and are very irregularly 
disposed ; they are round and string-like, and taper at both ends. Eoundish 
tubercles are scattered on all sides of the branches. The colour is a dull 
red, which changes to a pale yellow on exposure to sunlight, and in decay 
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becomes a waxy wMte. The species is perennial, and is abundant on the 
British coasts. The rare and beautiful species, G, muUipartita, Big. 128, 
is dredged in Plymouth Sound, where it attains very unusual dimensions,. 


Fig. 127. Gracilaria confervoides. 


When first gathered, the fronds are soft and brittle ; but in drying they 
shrink and become tough, and adhere tolerably well to paper. The cap- 
sules are large and prominent, and are scattered abundantly over the- 


Fig. 128. Gradlaria muUipartita, 


Fig. 126. Terminal branch of Sphwrococcus Qoronopifolius (magnified). 

the fronds being often over 12in. long, tufted and branched so as to spread 
out into a circle of 2£t. in circumference. The fronds are cleft nearly to 
the base, the branches are flat and are numerously and irregularly divided. 
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frond. The colour is a dull purplish red, occasionally marked by delicate 
tints of pink, and in drying, is tinged here and there with faint shades 
of green. Although this species is a rarity, it is widely dispersed, being 
found in various situations north and south of the equator. 

The genus Qelidium, which was formerly included in the extensive Order, 
QryptonemictcecB, is now the only British representative of the newly 
arranged Order, 0elUiacm, a group of plants of a horny or cartilaginous 
substance, which are represented in one form or other in almost all seas. 
The well known QeUdiunh corneum is a most variable plant ; so much so, 
indeed, that in order to characterise the numerous forms satisfactorily, 
Dr. Harvey has named and described no less than thirteen varieties, all of 
which are found in various situations around the British coasts. The 
figures of the varieties which I am about to describe are from branches 
of plants in my possession, each of which is typical of its particular variety , 
and these will help students to identify similar plants of this genus, 
the varieties I have figured being those most commonly met with. In 
Fig. 129, a represents a branch of variety the fronds of which are 
from 2in. to 4in. high. The branches are long and narrow, but decreasing 
in length as they approach the summit of the stems. The branches are 
mostly opposite, spreading out widely from the stem, and sparingly set 
with, short, blunt, or sometimes pointed ramuli; & is a larger branch of 
the var. pinnatum. The fronds are from 4in. to din. high. They are more 
copiously branched than the foregoiDg,*and the stems are thicker, and they 
are set throughout with spreading pinnae or wing-like branches, which are 
blunt at the tips; c is the pretty and very distinct var. lati folium, so 
called from its yqtj broad flat stem and branches. The fronds are usually 
Sin. or 4m. high ; the secondary branches are mostly simple, but all are set 
with short bristle-like piunulm or ramuli. In Fig. 130, d is a terminal 
branch (slightly enlarged) of var. pulchellum, the fronds of which are 
about 4in. high, capillary or hair-like : long, thin, and generally straight, the 
stems being set on each side, with short pinnae, mostly of uniform length, 
tapered at their insertion, and obtuse or blunt at the tip. The spore-bearing 
tubercle of this genus is called favellidium” and this is usually elliptical 
in form, and is produced just below the tips of the ramuli, which it 
swells or bulges out, the central portion being of a deeper red than the 
rest of the pinnule. A fruited branch of a narrow form of Oelidium kvtu 
folium is represented at e, Fig. 130. Most of the short ramuli on each 
side of the stem bear favelHdia near the tips. Var. aculeafum, is a 
somewhat rarer plant than the foregoing, the fronds are about 2in, high, 
irregularly divided, but much branched, the lesser branches being some- 
what crowded towards the summit of the stem. All the branches have 
acute tips, and are set with short, spreading, sharp-pointed ramuli, a 
character* which is constant, and is referred to in the specific name. 
A frond of this variety is represented at/, Fig. 130, enlarged about a third 
of the natural sisje. Two very curious and rather rare varieties are re- 
presented in Fig. 131, where g is a terminal branch of var. crinale, the natural 



Fig. 129. Gelidiumcovneum:'-{a) v&x,jlexw8im; [h) vox, v^nnahun 
(c) yar. lati/olia.. 


Gelidium corneum (d) var. pulcIieWum; var. latifolia in fruit 
(f) vox. aouleatvm. 


Fig. 131. trsKdium cornevM[ 






size. The fronds are hair-like and very thin, seldom over 2in. long, sparingly 
branched below, but forked above, and usually terminating in one or two 
trifid tips ; k, is a small branch of var. ahnorme, a very curious form, 
found chiefiy on the Cornish coast. The fronds are about 2in. high, the 
branches are alternate, and produce here and there two or three very short 
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Fig. 132. Nemaleon multijidum. 


ramuli, which are either deflexed or set at right angles with the stems. This 
variety is also found on the Cornish shores. One of the smallest of this 
group is the tiny Ya>v. clavatum, the fronds being scarcely 2in. high ; the 
branches and ramuli are attenuated at their insertion and club-shaped at 
the tips. This variety is found in Scotland as well as on the south coast 
of England. The granular fruit of these plants, which is usually disporic, 
being apparently oomposed of two parts only, is placed in the ultimate 
ramuli or lesser branchlets. The colour of most of them is generally a 
dull red, becoming lighter in decay, but the var. latifoUum is always a 
bright rich red, and when found growing in shady rock pools under the Jn'uci, 
the colour is often a brilliant crimson. These horny plants rarely adhere 
well to paper, but when they are nicely displayed and thoroughly dried, 
they may be permanently secured to paper by applying to the under side of 
the fronds a mixture composed of isinglass dissolved in spirits of wine. 

The Order HelminthocladiecB is a small group of plants, most of which 
are composed of branching filaments, set in a kind of loose but tenacious 
gelatinous matter. When gathered fresh from the sea they are remark- 
ably like a lot of slimy worms entwined together, hence the name of the 
Order, which signifies “ worm-like branches.” The spores of these plants 
are round and very minute, and are borne on branched filaments which 
radiate from the axis of the stems. They are not produced in conoeptacles 
of any kind, but are merely attached to the gelatinous threads which form 
the periphery or outer margin of the frond. Tetraspores are borne in the 
marginal cells of the external filaments. Fig. 132 represents a complete 
plant of Mmaleon muliifidum^ the names signifying “ much-divided crop 
of threads,” in reference to the division or branching of the fronds, and 
the numerous threads or filaments of which they are composed. The 



EiG. 133. Eelminihocladia purpurea. 

longitudinal tlueadB, and tjie apical cells of the horizontal filaments, which 
are thrown out on all sides to the oiroumferenoe, cause the stems and 
branches of this plant to appear as if studded with red beads set in trans- 
parent glass.” Bound masses of spores are concealed within these 
radiating filaments. This fine species is a summer annual. It occurs 
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fronds wy from 3in. to Bin. in length, and arc irregularly branched feom 
the base, the branches terminating in a fort ; some are tr^d, and others 
have a- terminal tuft of even four or more ramuli of different lengths. 
This nlant grows on rooks, but its moat frequent place of growth is on the 
shells of the Balani or sea-acorns. Its colour is a dull brownish purple. 
Favellidia, containing a globular mass of spores, are produced within 
the marginal filaments of the frond. This species is annual. It is widely 
dispersed but nowhere very abundant. Belmmthoclodw (formerly Nema- 
leoTi) murea, is a rare deep-water plant, though occasionally found 
oTowing at extreme low-water mark, but of stunted form and sparingly 
branched Specimens from deep water are from 12in. to over 2ft. in length. 
The main stem is tapered at both ends, and is set on each side with 
branches of similar form, which are irregularly and sparingly provided 
with ramuli. Instances, however, occur, of very luxuriant forms of this 
species and in such, the stem and branches are very thick, round, and soft 
•to the touch, and are plentifully, but always irregularly, set with ramuli of 
various lengths. Two lateral branches from a largo deep-water specimen 
are represented at Fig. 133, a third less than the natural size. The colour 
of this plant in the Kving state is a rich reddish purple, and, under the 
microscope, as Dr. Harvey has so beauiafuHy said, in describing its 
structure, “the axis of the stem is composed of colourless, branching. 
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in fhe west of Ireland, but I have taken it only on the sonth Devonshire 
coast. Helmintliom (formerly Budresnaia), divaricata, is a summer 
annual, which, in opposition to some writers, I must pronounce to be a 
rarity. It is widely distributed in northern latitudes, and occurs on some 
of the south coasts of England. I have taken it nowhere but in Whiting 
Bay, Isle of Arran, and there I met with it two seasons in succession, 
h’ig. 134 represents a slightly enlarged branch of this species. The fronds, 
which are from 6m. to 14in. high, are tufted and densely branched, and set 
throughout with short, curved, and divaricating ramuli. The substance is 
very soft and gelatinous. The colour is a brownish purple, and the 
structure, under the microscope, is as remarkable and beautiful as that of 
the foregoing species. Little masses of purple spores are concealed among 
the tufted filaments that radiate from the centre of the stems and branches. 
Scinaia (formerly Ginannia) fufcellata^ is a summer annual that is cast 
ashore in the south of England, some seasons rather abundantly. The 
fronds are from Sin. to Gin. high, and are branched by repeated forkings, 
the tips regularly ending in a little fork, whence the specific name. 
Pig. 135 represents a branch of this species. The stem and branches are 
cylindrical, and are of a soft pulpy substance. Under the microscope, the 
fibrons axis of the plant appears almost like a midrib, from which slender, 
forked, horizontal filaments radiate towards the margin of the frond, within 
which, and at the tips of the radiating branched threads, the spores are 
produced, being, in fact, a transformation of the terminal cells of those 
filaments. Tetraspores, which have recently been discovered by me in 
Torbay specimens, are immersed in the surface cells of the fronds. The 
colour is a bright red, which, with care in the mounting and pressing of 
this plant, is retained in drying. All the species of this very gelatinous 
tdbe of plants require particular treatment in preparing them as specimens 
for the herbarium. The best plan is, after having washed them well in 
sea- water, and freed them from parasites, to display them on paper in the 
usual way, in a dish of sea- water; then place the papers containing 
them in an inclined position for a few minutes, so that the water may 
drain away ; then lay them upon one of the boards of the press, and gently 
place the muslin or calico covering over the' plants, then the blotting paper 
over the calico, and a similar piece of blotter under the paper on which the 
plant is displayed. On the top of aU place a board, but apply no pressure. 
Experience alone will direct the length of time the plants should be 
allowed to remain thus, but my advice is to change the blotting paper at 
least twice during the first half hour, and then, after the second change 
of blotters, apply very gentle pressure for a few hours, after which, 
change the blotting papers once more, and increase the pressure some- 
what for a day, and finally give stronger pressure for a day or two, 
when, upon releasing the plants, the manipulator will be fully rewarded 
for his patience and industry. 

The Order WrmgelicLcecB consists of two genera, which were formerly 
placed in two widely separated divisions, but owing to the difiterence of 
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struotoe in the spore.hearin« organs of these aJg^ to that 0*^^ 

with which they were originally associated, and _ their apement in 

general stractnre With each other, they are now inolnded in &n Order 
wHch was named by Professor Agardh in honour of Baron von • 

a Swedish naturalist: Kg. 136 represents a branch ot the beautiful 
species, WrangMa mulUJida,. It is usually found on the shaded sides of 
Tep i^ck.pools near low-water mark. It is rare in Scotland, but more or 
less abundant during the summer months on the west coast of Ireland, 
and is generally taken in fine condition from June to the end of August, 
near Plymouth and elsewhere on the coast of Devon. The plant is from 
6in to lOin. high, but I have taken specimens at Bovisand Bay below the 
Plymouth Breakwater, which were over 2ft. in circumference. The fronds 
are tufted and densely branched, the stems and branches are composed of 



single jointed tubes, and eaob articulation bears, just below the joint, a 
whorled tuft of multifid, incurved, branched ramuli. The joints of 
the stems and branches are many times longer than broad, and they are 
all marked in the centre with a broad siphon filled with crimson endo- 
chrome. The spores are contained in favellse, which are inclosed in what 
is termed an “involucre,” and these are produced on stalks which 
arise from amidst the whorls of little ramuli ; and it is curious that 
specimens which produce this form of fruit, present a stunted, scrubby 
appearance, as though they were old, or out of condition ; whereas 
barren plants, or those in tetrasporic fruit;, are much larger, the branches 
are clothed luxuriantly with crowded secondary branches and branchiets, 
well supplied with bushy tufts of ramuli, and the colour is a brilliant rose- 


I 



Fig. 137. Branch of jN'accarm Pfiggai. 

in Plymouth and in Torbay; the chief difference being in the much 
greater length of the ramuli, which appear as though they were drawn 


red. The tetraspores are seated on the upper side of the joints of the 
whorled ramuli. A variety of Wrangelia, called inlifem,'^ is found 
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that the slightly eBlarged branch in onr illnstration in addition to the 
magnified portion of the stem and branohlet beside it, will help students 
in the identification of this beautiful species, when they may fortunately 
meet with it. The delicate and extremely rare Ehodosperm, Naccana 
Wiggii, was named in honour of Naccari, an Italian botanist, and speci- 
ficX, in compliment to Mr. Wigg, of Norfolk, who discorered it 
Kg. 137 represents a branch of this species, which is ono of the rarest 
of our marine algm. It is a summer annual, and is found chiefly along 
the south coast of England. The fronds are from 4in. to lOin long, and 
are excessively branched. The stem and branches are solid but flacmd, 
and the *hole plant is so soft and gelatinous to the touch that tt t-eqmres 
the most skilful management and patience to display its beautiful 
branching fronds effectusUy. It adheres closely to paper, but pressure 
must be applied very gradually, or the soft gelatmous fronds will stick 
to the calico, and tear off upon its removal. The stems and branches of 
this plant are abundantly set with very minute ramuli, which taper at each 
end and in the centre of these the fructification is produced, which 
causes them to swell and become somewhat spindle-shaped. This is well 
seen in the representation of a magnified portion of a stem and branch at 
Kg’. 138. The granular appearance on the surface of the ramuli indicates 
the sporiferous nucleus within. The colour is a fine rose-red, which is 
destroyed by the slightest contact with fresh water. There is a variety 
of this species known as JV. ly^^nokles, which is extremely rare. It differs 
from the typical form, chiefly in certain peculiarities of structure which 
are only appreciable under careful microscopical examination, a course 
with which few of my readers are likely to trouble themselves. 

The brief description I have given of the Wr(mgeUace(B concludes 
my account of the British seaweeds which are included in the first 
series or subdivision of Ehodosperms, called Desinio^^pennem. 

The second great series of red seaweeds contains the leaser organised 
families, and these are included under the title Qongylo&'p&mscB, or plants 
whose sporiferous nuclei, or spore-bearing organs, contain numerous spores- 
congregated without order in each nucleus, or seed receptacle. First in 
this series is placed the order Ehotlymeniadem. The plants of this Order 
are characterised as purplish or blood-red seaweeds, with an inarticulate, 
membranaceous, or sometimes filiform frond. The root is generally disc- 
like, sometimes branched, and occasionally very much matted. The leafy 
expansions of the frond are seldom symmetrical, the sole exception being 
that of Maugencb {Velesseria) sm guinea, which is also the only species 
possessing a distinct midrib. The plants of this Order are widely dis- 
persed, representatives of most of our genera being found in various parts 
of the globe. Some of the plants of this group are among th© best of our 
edible seaweeds. The well-known modyrnema ^palmata, called “Dulse’' 
iu Scotland, and “Dillisk” in Ireland, is collected on all parts of the 
coasts, including those of the northern English counties, and is even, 
carried to the markets of country towns, where it is sold and eaten with 



Fig. 139. Rhodymenia yalmata. 


Pig. 140, Rhodyinmia ’palrnata—-va.r. sobolifem. 
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Tig. 141. Bhodymeiiiia paZmetta. 


potatoes, sometimes being boiled, but in many places eaten raw, just as it 
is gathered fresh from the sea. Cattle and sheep are especially fond of 
it, and the latter always eat it with avidity whenever they find their way 
to the rocks where it grows, or is cast ashore. The genus Rliodymenia, 
as formerly described by Dr. Harvey, contained many beautiful species 
which Professor Agardh has recently transferred to other genera, and now 
it is represented in Britain by two species only. Maugeria sanguinea 
having been already described, I direct the reader’s attention to Pig. 139, 
which represents the characteristic deep-water form of Ehodymenicb 
palmata. There are several varieties of this common plant found on our 
shores ; some are attached to rocks, or parasitical on the shore Fuci and 
the stems of the Laminarim. In the Mediterranean it has long been 
extensively used in ragoMs and many other simple dishes, and Dr. Harvey 
described it as being the chief ingredient in a soup recommended to the 
Irish peasantry by the celebrated Soyer. The fronds of this species are 
from Sin. to 2ft. long, very irregularly divided, the typical form being more 
or less palmate or hand-shaped, the margins of aU the divisions being 
, entire, the bases of the frondlets or branches always tapered, and the tips 
invariably obtuse or rounded. The colour varies from a dull brown- red to 
a deep red, turning to a pale yellow, or sometimes a greenish tint in decay. 
Tetraspores are scattered in cloudy patches over the whole frond. 
Although this species sports in such a variety of forms, there are four 
recognised varieties, which may be described as follows : — Variety Mar- 
ginifera, the frond of which is fringed all along its margin with a series 
of leaflets of various lengths ; var. Simjplex, in which the frond is a long 
wedge-shaped, undivided leaf ; var. Sarniensis^ the frond being laciniated 


or cleft into a tuft of long, narrow segments ; and var. Soholifera, the 
most distinct and characteristic variety df the species, very well repre- 
sented at Pig. 140. The frond arises from a short stem, and soon expands 
upwards into irregularly cleft wedge-shaped branches, laciniated and very 
much jagged at the margins and tips. This particular form I have in- 
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variably found growing' on the long steins of LojvnincLT'iOj digitata (Pig. 46). 
Rhodymenia ’padmetta^ (Fig. 141) is a rarer and very much smaller plant. 
It rarely exceeds 2in. or Sin. in height and breadth. Its pretty little 
fronds are usually fan-shaped, and are divided rather numerously by 
repeated forkings, which are rounded at their axils, the tips being pointed 



Pig. 142. Rhodymenia pahneita—vax. Nieceensis. 


or tapered. The stem is long in some specimens, but very short in others. 
Tubercles are borne near the tips of the segments or sometimes on their 
margins. Tetraspores are also produced in the terminal forks, and appear 
like little cloudy spots within the margins. This form of the species is 
usually parasitic on the stems of Laminaria digiiaia (Fig. 46). It is 
annual, and is found from May to August. The very pretty and distinct 
var. NiccBensis (Fig. 142) I have always found growing on rocks at extreme 
low-water mark. Our illustration was taken from a very perfect specimen 
found by me outside the Castle rocks at Hastings. In this species the 
fronds are tufted, and arise' from a narrow homy stem ; the forkings are 
few, and the segments are cleft nearly to the base, each division being 
long, narrow, and rounded at the tips. The substance is at first very 
rigid, but it becomes soft and pliable in drying, and adheres very well 
to paper. The colour is brighter than that of the former plant, being of a 
beautiful rose-pink. The plant is a summer annual, and, like the fore- 
going, is widely distributed, but is usually considered a rarity, its 
diminutive size doubtless causing it to be frequently overlooked. Uuthom 
cristata, which was formerly a Rhodymenia^ is an extremely rare summer 
annual, found only on the northern coasts of this country, but pretty 
generally on the Scottish shores and at the Orkneys. This beautiful little 
plant, so rare in England, is one of the commonest species in America, 
where it is frequently found producing both kinds of fruit ; the tubercles 
being, however, generally observed on the upper margins of those with 
broad segments, tetraspores on specimens with narrow crested branches. 
Both of these forms of the species' are represented at Fig. 143, the 
narrow variety being slightly enlarged. The fronds of this species are 
about 2in. high. Those of the narrow variety are usually divided into 



Em. 144. Two varieties of Ehodophyllvi Ufida. (a). Form prodticiiig tetraspores, 
(h). Luxuriant but barren plant. 
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Fig. 145. Plocamium coocineum. 


two or three principal sections, with very crowded branches, which expand 
in a fan-like manner, and are prettily crested at the tips. The colour is 
a fine rose, red, that of the tubercles is much darker and the plant when 
young generally adheres very well to paper. 

EhodopliQjllis (formerly Rhodymenia) hijida, is a rare summer annual, 
which grows on rocks in the sea, but is usually a deep-water plant, hence 
the difficulty in obtaining specimens in good condition. It is found 
on most of the British shores, though rather rarely in Scotland. The 
fronds are tufted and very densely branched. In barren specimens the 
segments are usually wide and not so deeply cleft at the margins and tips 
as those which produce fruit. The tubercles are globular, and are either 
seated on the margins or are sometimes dispersed over the surface of the 
upper divisions of the frond. Tetraspores are produced in little cloud-like 


spots within the margins, or scattered near the tips of the upper lobes. 
Fig. 144 represents the two varieties I have just described. Yar. ciliata^ 
as described by Dr. Harvey, is now raised to the rank of a species, under 
the name of BJiodo:phylUs apyendiculata. The margins of the frond of 
this plant are fringed with little leaf-like processes or cilia, and in these 
the tetraspores are placed. The colour of these plants is a fi.ne pink or 
rose-red ; and although when taken from the water they are like bunches 
of crisp leaves, they soon beconie soft and filacoid, and adhere very well 

to paper, ^ ^ ^ , 

The genus Plocamiim is represented by some of its species or varieties 
in both hemispheres. Our own beautiful and well-known Plocamiwm 
Goccineum^ dear to amateur algologists and seaweed picture makers, 
is well represented at Fig. 145. This is the commonest and certainly one 
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of the moat elegant of the branching series of British algas. It is also one 
of the easiest to display on paper; its fine shriib-like branches bemg 
tolerably flat, and presenting few difficulties in arranging, even to the 
most inexperienced manipulator. The fronds anse^ from a fibrous^ root, 
and are from Sin. to 12in. high. They are very much branched and bushy, 
but vary greatly in the size and breadth of stem and ramuli, according to 
the depth of water in which they grow. Their beautiful lit le compound 
or comb-iike ramuli, on specimens found in shallow rock pools, are so fine 
and closely set, that, without recourse to a magnifier, I have often known 
collectors mistake such plants for CalUthamnia ; but specimens which are 
east up from deepwater have broad fiat stems, even in the second and 
third series of branches ; the numerous sets of awl-shaped ramuli which are 
set in rows like the teeth of a comb, chiefly on the inner face of the 
branchlets, are distinctly apparent even to the naked eye, and, when once 
known serve to distinguish this favourite species at a glance. The colour 
of this plant is generally a bright red, and specimens may be mounted 
equally well in sea or freshwater; in fact, I have picked up plants on 
■ the shore after a heavy shower of rain, that were of the deepest crimson j 
but on exposure to strong sunlight for any length of time, the fronds 
become perfectly white or colourless. The capsules of Plocamium are 
about the size of small poppy-seed, and are seated on the sides of the 
upper branchlets. Tetraspores are contained in little star-like receptacles 
called “ stichidia,” which are seated on the inner face of the ramuli; but 
as they are strictly microscopic a strong lens is necessary even to detect 
them. One of these branched receptacles is represented at Fig. 146. The 
tetraspores are" scattered near the tips of the terminal divisions. 

The genus CofdylBclobdid is represented on the British shores by the 
solitary species Cordylecladia evectaj a complete plant of which is repre- 
sented the natural size at Fig. 147. This rare little alga was formerly 
included in the genus Gracilaria, Its new name signifies “ chord,” or 
“ string-like branch.” The fronds, which are tufted and very sparingly 
branched, grow up from a disc-like base, which is usuaUy so imbedded 
in sand that the upper portions only of the little erect stems are visible ; 
and this peculiarity of habitat, in connexion with the small size of the 
plant, may probably account for its rarity ; for although it is widely 
distributed along the shores of the British Islands, specimens are by no 
means abundant, either in public or private collections. The fronds are 
rarely over 2m. high; the plant grows in rock pools, is perennial, and 
fruits in winter. The capsules of this species arc very prominent, and 
are produced, more or less abundantly, in clusters, or on each side of 
the upper parts of the stems and branches, as seen in our illustration. 
The colour is a dull red, the substance is stiff and rigid, and the plant 
does not readily adhere to paper ; therefore when specimens are dried, 
'I recommend an application, to the under side of the stems, of the 
mixture made from isinglass dissolved in spirits of wine. 

' The Cryptdnemwm are an extensive Order of plants, which may be 
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characterised as purplish or rose-red seaweeds, with a stringlUre, or some, 
times expanded, and occasionally somewhat leafy, frond, having roots 
generally discoid, but in some instances clasping or creeping fibres. This 
Order is the largest and most widely dispersed of the Bhodosperms, species 


Eie. 146. Sticbidium of Plocamium, 

. highly magnified. 

of many of the genera being found on the Atlantic shores of both hemis- 
pheres, in the Mediterranean, and in the Indian oceans. Some species are 
found on the north-west coast of America, and others are abundant in 
the Southern Ocean, while one species at least, which is so rare in this 
country, viz., Oigartina Teedii (Fig. 160), is considered quite a common 
plant on the south European shores, where it is frequently found in fruit — 
a fact which has never been recorded of specimens taken in Britain. Several 
of the Cryptonemiacece might be used as articles of food ; the well-known 
Carrageen moss, formerly used medicinally in consumptive cases, is com- 
posed of two species, Choiidrus C7'ispus (Fig. 162) and Qigartina mamillosa 
(Fig, 161), both of which may be boiled down to a jeUy, and when mixed 
with milk or meal makes a far more wholesome article of food than 
indifferent potatoes or other vegetables ; and that pretty membranous 
plant, Iridcea eduUs^ as indeed its specific name implies, is by no means 
an indifferent esculent, in spite of what some writers have said to the 
contrary, for the flavour when cooked, is, as I have fonnd, remarkably like 
roasted oysters. The t\tle of this Order is derived from the characteristic 
"'form and situation of the FaveUidia of most of these plants; each 
favellidium consisting of masses of spores which are developed within 
the substance of the frond, or, as Dr. Harvey says, " either wholly con- 
cealed beneath the surface cells, or their place is indicated by a minute 


Fig. 147. Cordylecladia erecta. 
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Fig. U8. (a) Btenograwmainterrupta; [h) Vertical cutting of eoncei>tacle 
magnitied. 


pore through wHoli tie eporee ere finally Kberated ” Fig. 14S repreeente 
TfrondofL beantifnl and very rare epee es, mterru^ta 

m Sends of tils plant arise from a small discord root. The stem which 
is very short, soon expands into a broad, fan-shaped branching membrane ; 
the segments are flat and cleft, somewhat m the mannei of those of 
Modymema palrmtta (Kg. 143), but the colonr is much brighter and 
richer, being a deep rose-red, especially so when the plant is in trnit, and 
tSeni is impossible to mistake this briUiant species for anything else 
The narrow L or nerve which traverses the segments of the frond, bnt 
token or interrupted here and there by a^hort space is tnickened about 
the centre, and is of a brilliant crimson. These swollen portions of the 
nerve contain the conceptacles, which at maturity are filled with a vast 
number of very minute spores. Kg. 148 (6) represents a vertical cutting 
of a conceptaole, the spore mass within raismg the upper and depressing 
L under surface of the central portion of the segment, the inner stratum 
being composed of large colourless cells, the rich red endoctome being 
confined to the external layers of small cells on each surface of the 
frond. This rare plant is annual; it is taken in Cork Harbour; at 
Minehead, in Somerset; and washed ashore in several situations near 
Plymouth. Usually, British specimens are from 2in. to 5m. long, but I 
have dredged some in Ptymouth Sound, which were over 8in. long, and 
several of the divisions which had been injured at the tips had thrown out 


a new series of segments from the broken parts, all of which were branched 
in the same manner as the primary frond. This curious plant is found on 
the Californian and Spanish coasts, and at Hew Zealand. It was formerly 
called Delesserid inUrrupta by the elder Agardh ; but its more recent name 
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of 2ft. Gin. Th.e spores in this species are contained in scattered tubercles 
and also in nematheoia, warty excrescences on the surface of the frond, 
which are composed of strings of jointed filaments, some of the joints 
of which are sometimes converted into spores. Tetraspores are placed in 
small leafy processes or collected in patches, called sori,’' near the tips 
of the fronds. P. rulens is perennial and fruits in winter. It is common 
on the southern shores of England and Ireland, but is rare in Scotland 
P. Bfodimi is, however, abundant on the eastern coast of Scotland, but 
rare in England. The typical form of this species has a more distinctly 
cylindrical stem than the foregoing, and the upper divisions and segments 
of the frond are narrower and fewer, though produced on the same 
principle. The colour is rarely so brilliant as in P. ruhens, and the plant 


is very characteristic, as having reference to the narrow nerve or line in 
the centre of the laciniations, which is interrupted at short intervals just 
below the forkings of each segment. 

The genus Phyllophora has also a very appropriate name, which signifies 
“leaf -bearers,” in reference to the leaf-like membranes which by prolife- 
rous growth are thrown out from the apices and surfaces of the segments 
below them ; and in luxuriant specimens this system of branching, or leaf- 
bearing, is sometimes repeated by a continuous series of simple or branching 
leafy lobes, especially in the largest and most common species, PUyllophtyra 
ruhcnSt very well represented at Fig. 149. The fine plant from which this 
illustration was taken, I found in Whitsand Bay, near Plymouth. The 
Colour was a fine rich crimson, and the expanded fronds described a circle 
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seldom attains the dimensions of that speoies. Fig. 150, represents a 
beautiful form of this species, described by Dr. Harvey as P. Proto, 
var the fronds of which have stems about l^m. long, expanding 

into beautiful rose-coloured lobes twice or thrice forked, but not usually 
producing another series of segments- This variety is very The 

plant from which our illustration was taken, was gathered by me in Torbay 
this summer (1873), The fronds were about 2m. in length, the colour of 
the stems was a dark brownish-red, that of the leafy portions, brown-red 
tipped with rose-pink. P. palmettoides (Fig. 151 a) is the smallest and the 
rarest of this genus. The fronds, which are numerous, arise from a broad 
fleshy disc. The stem is short and filiform or string-like, about an inch 
high, terminating in a simple or rarely more than once divided leafy 
expansion of a cuneate or wedge-shaped form. These little fronds some- 
times throw out tiny leaflets from their tips or their surfaces. Tetraspores 
are the only form of fructification I have observed on this species, and 
they are contained in transverse sori in the form of an ellipse near the 
tips of the fronds. I took this pretty little species once only, many years 
ago, in the neighbourhood of Plymouth ; this season a very pretty form 
of the plant has been taken oh the Meadfoot rocks, near Torquay, by 
Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Field. This rare little plant bears a very strong 
resemblance to the early state of P. Brodioai^ from which it may generally 
be distinguished by the much greater expansion of its discoid base, the 
stems being more distinctly separated from each other, and the leafy parts 
of the fronds being a more decided rose colour, that of P. Brodimi being 
brown-red or Inclining to purple. P. mewhranifolioji hig 151 5, is much 
more frequently met with than either of the two species just described. 
The fronds vary from 6in. to lOin. high ; the stem is filiform or even 
stick-like, but the branches suddenly expand into prettily fan-shaped 
forked or cloven frondlets, which sometimes, but rarely, bear a second 
series of segments. The tubercles of this species are borne on little 
stalks thrown out from the upper side of the branches. Nematheeia, 
which are frequently produced, occupy the principal inner surface of the 
frondlets ; they are of a darker tint than the plant, and are of angular 
form, similar in fact to that of the division or frondlet in which they occur. 
I have taken this species at Shanklin, in Torbay, and at Plymouth. It is 
like the rest of this genus, perennial, and fruits in the autumn and winter. 
Most of the species are troublesome to mount on paper, as they are apt 
to shrink in drying and are often very much encrusted with zoophytes 
or some of the calcareous algm. These annoyances are easily scraped 
away while the plants are still in the mounting dish, and when they are 
partially dried, they may be re-floated and mounted on fresh paper, when, 
with good pressing, they will adhere tolerably well ; if not, a slight 
application of dissolved isinglass to the under side of the loose or rigid 
parts will secure them permanently. 

The genus GymnogemgruSi from the Greek, signifying “ exposed wart-like 
excrescence,” in reference particularly to the fructification of one of these 



Fig. 150. FhyUophoraBrodicei~-vax.sim2Jl6x. 


Fig. 151. (g) PTiyllophora palmeUHdes, (b) P, MembranifoUa. 





Fig-. 152. Gymnogongrus Qviffitlisw. 
ings of tetraspores, wHch. in tlie living state under tlie 
brilliant as tiny rubies, and each tetraspore is faintly 
s hence tbe term ‘‘cruciate,” as applied to tetraspores 


Fig. 15S. 6fi/mno0ongrws Ifomgicvs. 

so divided. The fronds of this little plant are tufted, and each has a 
distinct stem about half an inch long, which suddenly branches out into 
a slender but densely entangled frond, dichotomous orfforked, the axils 


plants, contains only two species which are' found in Br^ain. Fig. 
represents a very characteristic frond of Gymnogongnis Grifhthsw, bearing 
several gougri or nemathecia. These curious bodies are composed entirely 
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rounded, each division 'terminating either in a lengthened branohlet ora 
fort, the tips of aU being obtuse or ronnded, the whole plant hang oi 
nearly uniform thickness throughout. This speoies m perennial mid fruits 
in the autumn. It is found in various situations from the Orkneys to 

the South of England and in Ireland. ^ ■ • 

The eompanion speoies to Gyrmmgmigrus (?r#as«r. G. N^eg^cus, 
■Fie 153 (formerly Ohondrm m-vegiorn) is very frequently mistaken for 
naLw forms of Ohondrus mspus (Fig. 162), frbm which it maybe dis- 
tino'uished by its thinner substance and by the axils of the forked divisions, 
which are less rounded than in Ohondrus, and, also, the segments of its 
fronds seldom vary much in length and breadth; the stem also is more 
cylindrical and the fronds are more regularly dichotomous. Our 
tion, like that of the foregoing species, was drawn from the plant the 
natural size. The fronds in each are about 2in. or 3m. high, and more 
or less tufted. Eavellidia of small size are sometimes found, imbedded in 
the frond, bnt nemathecia are more frequent. These are scattered over 
the frond, and, like those of G. Grimsice, are composed of beautiful 
filaments like strings of minute jewels. The colour of this plant is a full 
rich red. Though originally found in Norway, and specifically named 
“ Norvegicus,’* it is abundant during the spring and summer at^ Brighton 
and all along the coast to Devon and Cornwall. It occurs also in Ireland 
and in some parts of Scotland. Both of these species are troublesome in 
displaying and mounting, but directions for manipnlation in such cases 
have already been copiously given. AhnfelUa (formerly Gymnogongms) 
pUcaia. Fig. 154, is probably one of the least attractive of the Bhodo- 
sperms to the ordinary collector. The fronds, which are from Sin. to lOin. 
ong, are very slender, wiry, and excessively entangled, often infested with 
parasites, which, although disfiguring the specimen, assist somewhat in 
attaching the rigid branches of this species to paper. ^ Once haying 
mounted a specimen of this uninviting plant, the student will never fail to 
distinguish it, even by the touch, for there is no other seaweed with fronds 
so stiff, wire-like, and horny. I have found it in various parts of England 
and in Scotland, but its characters are the same everywhere. The 
fructification consists of wart-Kke masses encircling the stems ; and once 
only I have met with a specimen which bore capsular fruit, the little spore 
vessels being sessile or stalkless, attached to the side of the branches 
somewhat like the tubercles on Gracilaria cor.fervoUes (Fig. 127). The 
colour is a brownish purple, but owing to the extreme tenuity of the 
fronds, which are hardly thicker than a hog’s bristles, this plant appears 
almost black when freshly gathered, but it turns a yellowish or waxy 
white in decay or by exposure to sunlight. 

Fig. 155' represents the terminal portion of a branch of Oysioclonium 
piirpurascenSf better known by its former generic name of Hypnma. This 
is a very common plant on most of the British shores. The fronds vary 
from 6in. to 2ft. in length ; the main stem, which rises from a fibrous root, 
is bare for an inch or two, and then it is thickly set on each side with 
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which throw out several series of similar lesser 
nore or less abundant, luxuriant specimens being 
ery difficult to display on paper without a con- 
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does not always adhere very satisfactorily to paper. There is a variety of 
this plant sometimes met with, called the branches ^ which 

are L- and less bnshy, the terminal portions bem^ prolonged into httle 
curled ;rocesses, somewhat like the tendrils of a creeper 
which the branches of this variety are occasionally found attached to other 

^^T^^those of my readers who have not followed the numerous changes 
which have taken place in the systematic arrangement and nomenclature 
in the science of algology, it will doubtless be matter of surprise to find so 
many familiar plants described in these pages under new very 

different names. Several of these have been already disposed of, but I 
have yet to speak of many others. About fivcand-twenty years ago Dr. 
Harvey in describing the natural character of the plants included in the 
old genus observed, “This is an ilhdefined genus, and will 

probably be eventually broken up into several j ” and most literally have 
his words been verified, for of the various species which originally con- 
stituted this fine group of plants, many have been scattered far and wide, 
and among those which have been so treated is the splendid alga repre- 
sented by a fruited branch at Fig. 156, formerly Bhodymevda, but now 
CallophylUs laciniaia. This handsome ^species, rather than Bhodymenia 
palmatcL (Fig. 139) , was probably in the mind’s eye of the poet when he wrote 
of its crimson leaves being like «a banner bathed in slaughter;” for 
although he calls it dulse,” which is the common name for Bhod/ymenia 
palmata, the fronds of this species can scarcely be called crimson, while 
those of QallophylUs are always so. The fronds of this species arise from 
a small disc, and are from Sin. to 12in. long. The stem is very short, and the 
fine membranous fronds soon expand into more or less numerously forked 
segments, most of which are rounded or sometimes laciniated at the tips. 
Tubercles are borne in little leafy processes which fringe the margin of 
the segments, as represented in our illustration. Tetraspores are con- 
tained in dark patches along the margins, and I have occasionally found 
specimens with spots of tetraspores thickly scattered over the whole sur- 
face of the frond. This plant is widely distributed. I have taken it in fine 
condition, in fruit as well as in the barren state, in Torbay and around 
Plymouth ; and one season, near Tynemouth, on the splendid sands at 
Whitley,, the shore was red for upwards of a mile with multitudes of 
specimens of this superb Ehodosperm. It is biennial, and fruits in winter. 
Some specimens do not adhere very weU to paper, and are also apt to con- 
tract the surface; when this is the case, the plant should he dried in the 
ordinary manner, and when it has ceased to shrink, the specimen must 
be floated over again and mounted on another piece of paper, when, if 
after drying and pressing once more it fail to adhere, it must be refloated 
in milk, but the blotting papers shordd be changed once after a quarter of 
an hour’s pressure, and then strong pressure must be applied for a day or 
two, after which the plant will remain permanently fixed to the paper. 

Kallyme^xia reniformis, Fig. 157, when grown in favourable situations. 



1 ^ 7 . Kallymmia vm'^ormis, 

groups of various dimensions thrown out from the margin of the stem. The 
substance is thick and fleshy and the colour is usually a deep rich red, 

Q 


is a very showy plant, and, though rare, is found in various localities from 


Plymouth, I have gathered magnificent specimens, the kidney-shaped 
lobes of some being over 4in. wide and 6in. long. The frond of this 
species arises from a tiny stem, and is either solitary or produced in 
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sometittiss in docay tinted witli shades of yellow and green, !Pavel- 
lidia, or masses of spores, hut of small size, are scattered over the frond ; 
tetraspores, which are still more minute, are imbedded in its substance. 
The species microphylla, so named from the small size of its membranous 
lobes, might easily be mistaken for the young state of the foregoing, but 
the different position and arrangement of its oonceptaoles are considered 
of sufficient value to constitute this plant as a species distinct from K. 
TBTiifoTWjis* I have never seen this plant in fruit, but in Or. Grays 
‘'Handbook of British Waterweeds^’ the conceptaeles are described as 
“ emerging from one side of the frond only, nearly flat above. V 
The genus Gigartina. hom the Greek for “ grapestone,” which the tuber- 
cles of these plants strongly resemble, contains several species which the 
uninitiated collector frequently finds e^Istremely difficult to mount on paper, 
chiefly on account of their horny or cartilaginous nature, some being filiform 
or stringlike, others compressed or flat. G.pisUUafd, very well represented 
by a fruited branch at Fig. 158, has been very aptly compared by Dr. Harvey 
to “ a bunch of raisins, from which the fruit has been removed, leaving the 
pedicels only.” This species is very rare in this country. I have taken 
it nowhere but in Whitsand Bay, but there I had the good fortune, many 
years ago, to meet with specimens hearing tubercles (as in our illustration) 
and others producing tetraspores. The former are very conspicuous j the 
latter are contained in slightly swollen portions of the branches. The 
root is a fleshy disc, the fronds are tufted, and more or less branched, 
forked, and sparingly furnished with ramuli, which are usually simple* 
but sometimes pinnated or winged, the tips of all being acute or pointed. 
The colour is a dark reddish purple, which turns nearly black in drying. 
G. acicularis, or the needle-pointed Giga/ftina (Fig. 159), though less rare, 
is by no means abundant. It occurs in Ireland, and on the Cornish coast, 
I have taken it in Torbay, on one occasion with tubercles produced on 
the smaller branches; hut fruit on this species, is, I believe, very rarely 
found. The tufted fronds of this species are often very prettily arched, 
and are set, though sparingly, with simple, alternate wide-spreading 
branches, some of which produce a second series, or are merely second, 
which signifies the production of branchlets or ramuli on one side only. 
The form of the expanded plant is somewhat rounded but inclining to a 
pyramid in outline. The tips of all the branches and ramuli are invariably 
acute, a character which gives the specific name and assists the collector 
in recognising the plant. The colour is similar to that of the foregoing. 
G. Teeclii (Fig. 160) is taken frojn a branch or two of a specimen gathered 
by Mrs, Griffiths at Blberry Cove, in Torbay, thirty years ago. This 
plant, I presume, must he considered one of our greatest rarities. I have 
examined every nook and crevice in every accessible rock pool in Torbay 
for three consecutive seasons without meeting with a scrap of this species. 
I have never met with it in the growing state, but I do not despair of 
finding it some day in or near its old habitat in Torbay, although I 
strongly suspect it has receded further from the shore than formerly, and 



Fiff. 158. Giga/rtina pistiTlata. 


FiO. 159, Gigartma adcularis. 
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will now be obtained only by dredging. Tbe colour of this rare plant is 
mucb. more decidedly inclined to a reddisb tint than any of tbe others of 
this genus, and, like all the rest, it adheres very imperfectly in drying. 


Eig. 160. Qigartina Teedii, 

G. mamillosa is the common species of this group ; Fig. 161 represents a 
frond of this plant. It is generally found in company with Chondrus crispus 
(Fig. 162), and forms with that species the carrageen or Irish moss of the 


Fig. 161. Gigartim mmiWos 

ts’ shops. The fronds .are tufted and are of various dimensions; 
3 all more or less covered with mamillse or little tongue-like pro- 
which arise from the margins and broad surfaces of the upper 
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divisions of the forked segments. When the plant is in fruit the spores 
are produced in these mamiUse or leaflets, which are sometimes so abundant 
that the manipulator is sorely puzzled in mounting his specimens eflectively. 
The colour of this species is a dark purple, but the plant is so frequently 
exposed to strong sunlight, that luxuriant specimens are often met with 
in the. growing state, exhibiting tints of olive, dark brown, black, and, 
sometinies, even a decided shade of green. The fronds rarely exceed 4in, 
in leiigth. The species is perennial and is found pretty generally through- 
out the year on almost all roek;^^ shores. 

Chondrus cnspus (Fig. 162) is one of the commonest and most variable 
in form of all the native British seaweeds. The French writer, Lamouroux, 
figures no less than thirty-six different varieties. On our own shores 
the’ size of the fronds and the breadth of the segments seem to me to 
depend very much on the situation in which the plant is found growing. 
The larger and broader forms are generally met with near high- water mark, 
and particularly so where the plants are exposed to the influence of a 
fresh-water stream, while at low- water mark, or in deep rock pools, the 
fronds, although produced in large bushy tufts, are generally extremely 
narrow throughout. Our illustration represents two widely different 
forms of this species, both being considerably reduced in size ; a, is from 
a finely grown plant with broad spreading lobes, somewhat like those of 
Fhyllophom JBrodicei (Fig. 150) ; 6, is from a plant with narrow segments ; 
the tuft from which these fronds were taken grew outside a rock where it 
was exposed to the swill and dash of the waves. All the forms of this 
thick cartilagiuous species may be easily distinguished. The fronds arise 
from a crisp discoid base, having at first a narrow cylindrical stem, 
which gradually flattens and increases in breadth, from which very 
suddenly the lobed segments are produced, most of which are repeatedly 
. forked, the axils of all being invariably and distinctly rounded. The tips 
are obtuse or truncated, besides being what is termed emarginate, which 
means depressed at the margin here and there, rather than cloven, undone 
side or other of all the divisions, is constantly crisped or inclined to curl 
round, a peculiarity which is referred to in the specific name. The fructi- 
fication consists of prominent tubercles, which not only emit their spores 
at maturity, but fall away from the plant, leaving round hollow spaces in 
the frond ; sori or groups of tetraspores are immersed in the fleshy sub- 
stance of the plant, and faveUidia are also sometimes fouiid ; these consist 
of masses of minute spores which are imbedded in the frond, but are 
different in structure to the tubercles, or, more properly speaking, 
nemathecia, which rot, or at least, drop off the fronds at maturity. The 
colour of this species is as variable as its forms are numerous ; but in 
shady rock pools, where it is occasionally visited by gleams of sunlight, 
the fronds exhibit a mixture of dark red and purple, and the margins 
and tips of the divisions are, at times, beautifully iridescent. As the 
plant advances towards high-water mark, its colours are more sombre, 
being generally a dull brownish-red, or sometimes olive-green, and in 



Fig. 162. Two varieties of Cliondrus crispus. 
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decay or when cast ashore, it is often bleached white, or turns to a pale 
■yellow, ■ •■■ ■ ;■■■/ ' 

The two plants which I shall now describe, formed, until recently, the 
only members of the genus Ohrysymenia; both, however, have been 
amoved to Chylocladiai and now, according to Professor Agardh^s most 
recent arrangement, they are the only British representatives of the old 
genus Ohylocladia. The name of the genus, which signifies “ juicy 
branch,” is very applicable to these soft red seaweeds, which are so flaccid 
and tender, that with very little care they are easily displayed, and after 
gentle and gradually applied pressure, they adhere most perfectly to 
paper. Ohylocladia clavellosa, the larger and more abundant of the two, 
is represented at Pig. 163. It is the upper half of a most beautiful specimen 
taken in Torbay, where it is east ashore every summer. This lovely annual 
is found on all the British coasts, but is most abundant and of larger size 
on the south coast of Devon than elsewhere. I once found a specimen on 
the shore near Exmouth, fully 2ft, long. The fronds are usually from 4in. 
to 14in. in height. The main stem is very thin at the base, but it gradually 
thickens upwards and tapers off at the apex to a fine point. The branches 
are numerous and closely set on each side of the stem, and are clothed 
with one or two series of similarly arranged branchlets or ramuli, which 
are lanceolate or tapered at their insertion and at the tips. Thus each 
lateral branch is a kind of repetition, in a limited degree, of the order of 
growth of the whole plant. Instances occur in which the branching is 
excessively crowded, and in these the ultimate ramuli spring from all sides 
of the stems and branches. Coneeptacles, somewhat conical in form, are 
seated on the upper branches : their form and position are represented in 
the magnified branchlet at 6, Pig, 163. Tetraspores, which are microscopic, 
are immersed in the little club-shaped ramuli or terminal branchlets. 
The colour is a rosy red, often a brilliant pink, turning a golden yellow 
in decay; and it was owing to the constant tendency of this species to 
assume the latter tint that the name Chrysymenia^ or golden membrane, 
was originally given to it by Mr. Dawson Turner. The pretty little plant 
represented at Pig. 164 was discovered at Skaill (Orkney), and named by 
Dr. Harvey Ghrysymenia Orcadensis, It was afterwards found at Piley, 
and many years dater by Dr. Cocks and myself on some of the mooring 
buoys in Plymouth Harbour, and still more recently by Mr. John Gat- 
combe in the same locality. My own. northern specimens are, however, finer 
and better grown plants than any I ever met with in the south of England, 
The main stems of this little species are about 2m. high, tapered at each 
extremity, but very broad in proportion to their length. They are 
furnished with several pairs of pinnae or wing-like branches of similar 
form, but much shorter and narrower, and some of these branchlets 
throw out occasionally a solitary tiny ramulus. In some of the Plymouth 
plants I have observed that the branches were narrow and very much 
attenuated ; but I believe this to be truly a northern species, and although 
it is found rather abundantly some seasons in the south, such forms of 
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the plant are] but waifs and strays from their original home in the north. 
I have never seen this species in capsular fruit, but tetraspores I have 
often observed. They are imbedded throughout the whole length of the 
little elliptical branchlets and ramuli. The colour is a rose pink ; the 


Fio. 164. Chylodadia Yosea. 

interior of the frond is filled with a colourless watery juice, so that in 
preparing the plant for the herbarium, care must be observed in pressure, 
or the specimen will be destroyed or disfigured. 

Of all the red plants that have come under my notice during many 
seasons of seaweed gathering, I know of no species so variable in form and 


Fig. 165. fa) Ealymmim ligulatat var. diohotoma; (h) E, Ugulata, var. latifolia, 

ramification as the soft gelatinous plant named Halymenia ligulata, or the 
strap-shaped sea-membrane, for that is what its botanical name literally 
signifies. The numerous forms of this curious species are, however, as Or. 
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resolvable into three distinct varieties.'- The first 

165. The fronds 
three. principal divisions of variable 
with apparently laeiniated or jigged 
aghont the plant, numerous little 

* , " ’’ ' * and others 

from the surface or other parts of the frond, giving to this singular 
■species a strangely wild and irregular appearance. The second variety is 
termed Bcmientacea ; in this the frond is from lOin. to 15m. long, divided 
into three or more principal branches, tapered at the base, then swelling 


Harvey observes, 

of these, Dichotomai is very well represented at a, Fij 
are from 4m. to 8in. long, with two or i 
width ; these are more or less forked with apparently 
segments, and here and there throughout the plai 
branchlets and ramuli shoot forth, some from the margins, 


The tip is forked, and a short distance below there is the apparent attempt 
to throw out a branch or a broad segment ; otherwise this specimen is the 
nearest approach to a perfectly simple or unbranohed frond of this 
species that I have ever met with. The length of this plant was 14in., 
that of the branched specimen beside it very little- less. The fruit is 
contained in favellidia, or masses of spores, which are concealed beneath 
the periphery or external coat of the frond, and are attached to the inner 
surface of the outer stratum of cells. These curious plants are always 
found in fruit, the favellidia being easily distinguishable through the 
periphery, and appearing little dark red spots scattered all over the 
surface of the fronds. The colour is usually a rose pink, the plant is a 
summer annual, and is found most frequently on the southern shores of 
England'^and Ireland, and in the Channel Islands. 
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At the oommeneement of my list of the Ehodosperms, I described a plant 
named Po!y»*s lumhricaUs (Pig. 83), which, in outward form and when 


Fra. 167. Gmteloupiafilicina. 

not ip frnit,_ is so remarkably similar to the species I am about to speak 
, Tt times' scarcely distinguishable. The 

i ^ ^wrcella/riafasUgmia, represented by a branch or two 

at Pxg 166. The little fastigiate forks which terminate tL brarcUetsS 
when the plant is m imt, swollen in the centre, and graduaUy tapered 
.^,*^®®® ianoeolate receptacles masses of tetraspores are 
produced, but at maturity aU these pod-like bodies fall off, leaving the 
or jagged at the tips. The fronds arise from 
Mgli, eaoE iiaYing 


mously.the divisions beirg 



RHODOSPEKMEJE. 




acute tips, presenting like PoT/yides, when spread out on paper, a perfectly 
rounded outline. This plant, which is a very dark red, turns quite black 
and horny in drying, and requires great care and patience in making it a 
presentable book specimen. It is abundant all round our coasts, is 
perennial, and fruits in winter. 

The genus Gratelowpia, dedicated to M, Grateloup, a French naturalist, 
is represented on our shores by one species only, fiUcina, or the fern- 
— — like (jfraMowpia, a pretty specimen of 

which is represented at Fig. 167, In 
outward appearance this species has 
a strong resemblance to the variety 
flexuosum ot Gelidium comeumi but 
its structure and system of fructi- 
fication are widely different. FaveHidia 
are concealed beneath moniHform or 
necklace-like filaments, of which the 
outer stratum of the frond is composed ; 
tetraspores are placed among the peri- 
pheric filaments of the lateral branch- 
lets. The fronds are tufted, each 
having a main stem about Sin, high, 
tapered at each extremity, and set on 
each side with alternate or opposite 
series of flexuous branches, some of 
which occasionally put forth a second 
-set of branchlets or ramuli, all of which 
are attenuated at the base, and. drawn 
out to a sharp point at the tips. This 
species is rare in IBritain, but it is met 
with in several situations, chiefly On 
the south and west coasts. It is peren- 
nial, and fruits during the winter 
months. The colour is dull red, but 
specimens which grow where a fresh- 
water stream runs into the sea, turn a 
pale fawn colour in the upper branches, 
as though they were bleached in the 



^ . -n Under the generic name of Schi^y- 

PIG. 169. sotesmenx. Myi- membrane,” 

are now included two plants, each of which until recently, were in 
separate and very differently constituted genera. The first of these, 
formerly Jridceu, is now edulis. Fig. 168 represents a group 

of very perfect young fronds. They arise from a firm expanded disc, 
and are from Sin. to 20in, long, of a fieshy or somewhat leathery sub- 
stance, having a very short round stem, which gradually flattens and 
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expands into a broad, obovate, perfectly smooth lamina or plate-like 
leaf, undivided (except by accidental laceration, or the inward force of 
growth), and beautifully rounded at the top. The ordinary place of 
growth is in shady rock pools, where frequently the fronds are beautifully 
iridescent. ^ I have found this species on all parts of the English coasts • at 
Plymouth, in Torbay, and on the shores of Durham and Northumberland 
all equally fine and presenting precisely the same characters. The colour 
is a deep blood-red j it is in perfection from early summer to the end of 
autumn, and fruits during winter. Spores are collected in immersed 
favellidia near the terminal portion of the frond; tetraspores are also 
produced in the substance of the plant just within the external cellular 
^ratum. S. Buhyi, dedicated to M. Duby, was formerly Kalhmenia 
Buhyi. Fig. 169 represents a mature frond of this fine species • the plant 
from which our illustration was taken is one of the finest specimens I ever 
with ; it was over 14in. high. The frond is always undivided, except 
by accident or the force of the waves, but the margin is sometimes waved 
or curled, though otherwise perfectly smooth and entire. The root is a 
small disc, and the base of the leafy frond is wedge-shaped, the tip beinp- 
usiially rounded. It is a summer annual, and is met with in fine condition 
in the Falmouth Harbour, in the sheltered bays near Plymouth, and in the 
west of Ireland. This species I have never found growing in tufts the 
frond is always, I believe, solitary, even when several specimens are met 
with growing near each other in the same locaUty. The colour is a 
brownish red ; favellidia of small size are scattered abundantlv over thA 
surface of the plant. ^ 

The genus Catenella contains a few species of very tiny plants, one of 
them only being found in Britain, known as Catenella opuniia Ms 170 n 
represents a plant of the natural size, and 6, some of its little branched 

^ ^hly magnified. Thefrondsaresearoelymorethan iin hieh - 

they arise from creeping fibrous roots, and are densely interwoven ever^ 
portion of the plant being composed of Kttle strings or chains of elKptioal 
joints, whence the^name, which is from the Batin for a Httle \his 

is generally considered rare, but its small size doubtless 
frequently overlooked. I have, however, found it onoe 
™ly in the south of England ; but I have received it from ooUectora near 
Filey, who obtein it there often very abundantty. The spores are contained 
oapsnles attached to the upper articulations of the frond, tetraspores 
^mersedinthe ramuli; the colour is a dnU purple, turning blackish 

^ QhiosivTimia capillaris, represented by a few branches at a. Fig 171 
m one of the rarest and most beantiful of the British red filiform algae’ 

prmoipal blanches are tubulai;, but soft and gelatinous, as expressed 
branchlets and ramuli, although oTpillary 
han-like, are so juiey and flaccid that in drying they press upon 
other and clot together, so that it is extremely diffic^ to make a 
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satisfactory figure of any portion of this beautiful species. It is a summer 
annual and is very rare, though found in many parts of Britain, and in 
numbers of situations on all the Atlantic shores. My own finest specimens 
were taken years ago near Plymouth. Some of the main stems of these 
were 14in, high, and clothed on each side throughout their whole length 
with closely set bushy branches, gradually getting shorter as they approach 
the apex of the stem, which terminates in a point, the whole plant having 
very much the appearance of a larch fir in miniature. The spores are pro- 
duced in small red globular masses imbedded in the marginal filaments 


Fig. 172, (a) Dumontia filijormis ; (t) Magnified section of the frond, with 
Favellidia, 

of the frond; tetraspores are placed in the branohlets, one of which is 
represented, magnified, at Pig. 171. The colour is a fine rose pink, the 
stems turning a pale yellow in drying. 

Pig. 172 represents a group of young fronds of filiformis, the 

branches of the central frond being intentionally shortened. This is 
another of onr native species named in honour of a Prench savcmt^ by 
name Mons. Dumont. The fronds of this common annual grow in tufts 
of three or more, tapered at the base, and gradually thickened upwards for 
an inch or two, then suddenly furnished with long, alternate, round, 
filiform branches, attenuated at each end, generally simple, but occasio nally 
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divided or once forked. TMs plant is extremely variable in tbe length 
and number of its fronds. Near high-water mark or in shallow pools, a 
single frond, or at most two or three, grow on the rocks, or are attached 
to limpet shells, about 3in. high, and of a pale brownish-red colour ; 
while in shady rook pools, or as it approaches low-water mark, the 
fronds are densely tufted, are often over 16in. long, and of a dark reddish 
purple. There is a curious variety of this species called crispata, in 
which the fronds are flattened and very much curled or twisted. This 
form of the plant is found only in the neighbourhood of fresh- water 
streams, and is another of those peculiarities observable in some species 
of seaweeds, where their character, form, or colour, is merely altered by 
contact with fresh water, while with many others, and particularly so 
with nearly all the species of the Order Ceramiacem, destruction or dis- 
figurement is the immediate result. The stem and branches of JDumontia 
are at first tubular but solid, the internal portion being composed of loosely 
intertwining filaments ; but as the plant reaches maturity these filaments 
are absorbed, leaving the tubular stems and principal branches empty 
within. Favell®, or round clusters of spores are produced within these 
tubes and attached to their sides, being formed out of the cells of which 
the inner surface of the tubes are composed. &, Fig. 172, represents a 
portion of the tubular stem of Dumontia, highly magnified, showing 
favellm attached to the inner wall of the tube. This peculiar production of 
the fruit in Dumontia serves to illustrate the characteristic title of this 
extensive Order, that of Gryptonemiacem, the spore-bearing organs being 
concealed or hidden within the substance of the frond. 

The curious plant, Spyridia filamentosa, was formerly included in the 
Order Ceramiacem, but it now forms the only British representative 
of the very small Order Spyrndiacem ; the name being from the Greek for 
a basket, in allusion to the form of the favellse of these plants. Fig. 173, 

а, represents a terminal portion of a branch of Spyridia Jllamentosa, 
I have met with this species in Torbay and in the neighbourhood of 
Plymouth, but on no other part of the British coasts. Most of the 
species of this small group of seaweeds are natives of warm climates, our 
own 8, filamentosa heing widely distributed; very abundant on the 
American shores, frequent in the Channel Islands, and reaching, I believe, 
its northern limit on the southern shores of England. The fronds of this 
plant are from Sin. to lOin. high. They arise in bushy tufts from a 
discoid root, and are very irregularly branched, the main stems being of 
a densely cellular substance, and very obscurely jointed. The lateral 
branches are mostly short, but, like the main stems, are beset on all sides 
with short.bristle or hair-like, mostly simple, but jointed scattered ramuli. 
The favellse, which consist of two or three masses of spores, are produced 
on a ramulus which is somewhat altered in form, being divided from 
the tip downwards, and thus constituting a trifid or quadrifid involucre, 
within which the roundish masses of spores are seated, as represented at 

б, Pig. 173, which is a highly-magnified portion of stem, branch, and 
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ramnli, a bi-lobed favella being suspended from a trifid ramnlua. Tetra- 
spores, when present, are attached to the sides of these little ramnli ; 
they are very minute, roundish, and produced in twos or threes, and 
sometimes in clusters. The colour of the living plant is a pinky red, 
turning a pale reddish brown in drying. It is said to be perennial, and is 
in perfection from July to September. 

The beautiful and extensive Ordet Ceramiacece contains many of the 
most delicate and attractive of the British red seaweeds. The structure, 
even in the most compound forms of these plants, is exceedingly simple, 
being for the most part strings of cylindrical cells, more or leas 
branched, the little cells or joints each growing out froni the tip of the 
one below it, the branches being formed by cells arising, or budding, 



Big. 173. (a) Terminal branch of SpyrmafiUmrntosa; (b) Portion of the same 
with bi-lobed favella, magnified. 

as it were, from the upper sides of the mature or previously formed 
articulations. In the larger and more compound forms, the stems and 
some of the principal branches are coated or supplied internally with 
closely packed longitudinal filaments, which traverse the fronds and 
render those portions of the plants nearly opaque; but even in these 
apparently more highly organised structures, a very slight examination 
will reveal the original articulated filament, which is the charac- 
teristic structure of most of the species of this interesting tribe of 
marine alga3. 


The name of this Order is from the Greek for a pitcher, in reference to 
the form of the fruit, which is much more characteristic of the Qeramidia 
of the Polysiphonim than ot any of the spore-vessels of the CeramiacecB, 
which are berry-like, but not in any instance pitcher shaped. However, 
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nntil some recognised algological authority thinks proper to alter the 
name, and the botanical world acknowledges it, we mnst be content to 
retain what, in my humble opinion, is a misnomer for the Order a 
description of which I am now entering upon. 

Kg. 174, u, represents a complete plant, the natural size, of the rare and 
very pretty deep-water summer annual Microcladia glanclulosa. This 
species was discovered by Mrs. Griffiths in Torbay in the early part of the 
present century, and has been found in several situations on the south 
coast of Devon, and on the east coast of Ireland. The plant from which 
our illustration was taken, was cast ashore near Plymouth, where I have 
taken it occasionally after storms, generally attached to the fibrous roots 
of some of the deep water alg®. The pretty little tufts of this plant are 
rarely more than 2m. high, and are generally of a roundish form, the tips 
of the branches always fastigiate, and either pointed or terminating in a 
little fork, the tips of which incline inwards, somewhat like the forcipate 
branches of Ceramium rubntm (Pig. 176) , a species which is not unfrequently 
mistaken for this rare Httle rhodosperm. The fructification of this species 
forms an extremely interesting microscopic study. Two magnified 
branches are represented in Pig, 174; 6 is a terminal branch, on the 
margin of the central division of which is seated a favella, supported 
by two or three little finger-hke ramuli, c is a branchlet which contains 
a series of tetraspores imbedded in the cells near the tip of the central 
fork. The fruit is rare, but is produced in autumn. The colour is a pale 
rose-red, and the plant adheres very well to paper. Very nearly related ' 
to this species, and also to some broad forms of Ceramium ruhrum, is 
the plant which is represented by a branch at Pig. 175, an extremely me 
and interesting species which I took many years ago, but have never 
met with since. The Mstory of its discovery is as follows : In the summer 
of 1858, 1 was gathering seaweeds in company with the late Dr Cocks of 
Plymouth, when we found attached to the roots of a specimen’ of 
■ Plocamium a remarkable form of what I thought at the time was 
Murocladia glandulosa; but Dr. Cooks, not being satisfied with either 
his own or my opmion concerning it, forwarded the specimen to Dr. Harvey 
who, after a careful examination of its structure, returned the plant’ 
saying that it was undoubtedly new, and must be regarded as inter-’ 
mediate between Microcladia and Ceramium mhrim, and that he proposed 
naming it Ce^mum microcladia OochsiV’ Favellse were faintly apparent 
in some of the forked tips, a situation quite difierent from that in^which 
they occur in either Microcladia or Ceramium ruhrum. This particular 
p ant IS stm in my possession. I have never met with another specimen of 

T,!;X r Tl answering to its description 

ha^ng been taken nntil this season (1873), rvben a species of ceramfam 

was sent to me , from Plymouth, which certainly very closely resembles 
my former nove%, bnt, as it is not in fruit, I fear, 4er all it 

“ rii' Ceramium 
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The genus Qerammm comprises, several well characterised species, 
several of which occasionally present varieties of form or structure which 
are more or less puzzling to the uninitiated. However, there are at least 
eleven British species which are now generally acknowledged, and as 
they represent the three sections into which this group w^as divided by 
Dr. Harvey, I shall describe them according to that characteristic arrange- 
ment. 

The first section, JBubra, contains the well-known Qeramium ruhrvmi 
and its varieties. So widely dispersed is this common species, that Dr. 
Harvey says, “ it is met with almost wherever marine plants will grow, 
from high arctic to high antarctic latitudes.’’ On our own shores this 


Fig. 176. Ceramium with favella;, magnified. 

plant assumes such a variety of forms (according to the nature of the 
locality or the depth of water in which it grows), as frequently to puzzle 
experienced botanists as well as young collectors of algm,* however, 
well-grown specimens, and particularly those which are in fruit, are 
easily recognized. Fig- 176 represents a branch of one of the forms 
of Ceramium ruhrum slightly magnified, bearing involncrate favellaj. 
Although, like all the plants of this group, whose stems and branches, 
are regularly more or less chequered by alternate dark-coloured nodes 
or Joints, and colourless dissepiments or inter-spaces, the nodes and 
dissepiments of Ceramium rwhntm, and its varieties, are more or less 
coated with coloured cells, hence the name of the typical species. The 
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little round masses, called favellae, wHoii contain the spores of this 
plant, are produced on the sides of the lateral branohlets, and are sup- 
ported, or partly embraced, as it were, by two or three short ramuli. 
In the living state, or before the plant is mounted on paper, these iavelljs 
are seen to have a pellucid limbus or border, through which, under the 
microscope, a multitude of minute angular spores are distinctly visible. 
The colour of the plant is properly a clear red, but it is found often enough 
of a brownish tint, sometimes yellowish, and even of as dark a colour 
as Polysiphonia nigrescens (Fig, 102). Plants having the latter tint are of 
the common coarse variety which I have frequently taken at Brighton, 
growing among the fuci or rock-weeds about half-tide level, the fronds 
of which were often over 20in. long. 

The tetraspores of this species, as in most of the Ceramiece, are 
generally formed from the surface cellules, and are immersed in the 
articulations, but in some they project slightly above the surface, like 
little pimples. One of the most distinct varieties of this species, formerly 
0. hotryocarpumi from the grape-like form of its clustered spore- vessels, 
is now known as 0. ruhrum, var.proZ^/erum, the branches of which are beset 
omall sides with short simple or sparingly branched ramuli, the tips of 
which are straight or pointed, those of C. ruhrum being slightly hooked 
inwards. Sometimes this variety produces globular favellm ; but its 
distinctive fruit vessels are the clustered masses which are borne on the 
lateral branohlets, but which are not accompanied by involucral or 
clasping ramuli. This, like most of the other species, is a summer annual. 
The colour is rarely so bright a red as that of the foregoing plant, but the 
whole surface of the fronds is coated with cellules, which are sometimes 
purplish, but often change to a greenish yellow. 

The only other variety of 0. ruhrum which I think it necessary to 
describe is the plant which was figured by Br. Harvey the under 
name of C. decurrens. It is now regarded by Professor Agardh as a 
variety of C. ruhrum ; it may be known by its slender 'fronds, which 
are much more sparingly branched, and by the presence of a narrow 
colourless space which occjirs in the centre of the dissepiments or in- 
ternodes, which is caused by the faint tint or even absence of coloured 
cellules. An ordinary lens will readily show the surface cells of these 
plants when they are gathered fresh from the sea ; and in the absence of 
fruit, the presence of these cells in all parts of the stems and branches, 
afiord the student a ready means of recognition, although, of course, 
it requires practice and experience to distinguish the numerous forms of 
this variable species. The only plant with which 0. hotryocarptpm (or 
proliferum) is likely to be at first confounded, is the curious species C. 
Deslongchampsiii the fruit of which is very similar, being produced in 
clusters, and, like the favellse of that species, equally destitute of 
involucral ramuli, as seen at a, Fig. 177. The colour of the joints of the 
stems and branches is, however, very different, being of a dark purple, 
nd the spaces between them are perfectly colourless; the tips of all 
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T?.n,'mnlT sliowing favellfiB of (a) C. Deslongolio/iti'psii. Q>) C. dicLjgTwnvM. 
(cd) 0. nodoswm. 


same specimen wMcli bears favellac. This plant belongs to tbe section, 
Biaphana^ wHoh is beautifully represented by a sHgbtly enlarged branch 
of the elegant species 0. dia{p%ci>nu'm at Fig. 178. All the stems and 


Fie. 178. Ceramiwm diaphanmi, 

branches of this justly admired plant, are marked at regular intervals 
with fine pink or purplish red nodes, the colourless interspaces being of 
a delicate silvery texture, all of which become shorter and smaller as 


the branches and ramuli are pointed and not at all hooked in. The 
tetraspores of this species are produced in the dark coloured joints ; 
and what is also very remarkable, they are sometimes found on the 
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they approach the tips of the branches and ramulx, which terminate in 
little thnmb-and-finger-like hooks. 

The branches are set throughout, more or less abundantly, with short, 
jointed, simple or forked ramuli, the tips of which are hooked inwards. 
Favellaa are produced at the tips of the ramuli and in the forks of the 
terminal branchlets, surrounded by a collar of tiny ramuli, as seen at 6, 
Fig. 177. The beautiful tufted fronds of this species are usually from 
Sin. to 6in. long, but I have taken specimens in Bovisand Bay, many 
years ago, a foot in length, finely in fruit, and of the richest mixture of 
reddish purple and silver, the tints of which are as brilliant at this 
moment as the day on which I first mounted the plants. 0. nodosim, 
now 0. tenuissimzim, is one of the finest and most delicate of the genus. 
Its slender filaments are finer than human hair and are of equal diameter 
throughout. The pellucid intemodes of the stem are several times longer 
than broad, becoming gradually shorter upw§,rds. The dark-coloured 


nodes are usually broader than the colourless spaces between them, and 
from the sides of these in some of the shorter ramuli, prominent tetra- 
spores are produced, as seen at c, Fig. 177. Favellse, as represented at 
df are seated near the tips of the ramuli in an angle formed by the tip 
of the branchlet and a short accessory ramulus. The little erect tufts of 
this species are rarely more than 4in, long, and are of a delicate pinky 
colour. Nearly allied to this species is the exquisite little plant 0. 
fasUgiaiumf the hair-like tufts of which are truly fastigiate or level-topped, 
the tips being all directed upwards and slightly curved inwards. The 
lower internodes are three or four times longer than broad, the upper 
ones very short. The colour of the nodes is a lovely rose tint. Favellse 
of small size are produced from the sides of the terminal branchlets 
supported by a few very short ramuli. Fig. 179 represents a terminal 
branch of a filament, which is divided with such regularity, that each 
fork, even to the very tips, is an exact repetition of the one below it. This 
pretty species is somewhat rare, but I have taken it in Scotland and in 
several stations on the South Devonshire coast. C. strictum is another 
favourite species, abundant during early summer in Torbay and around 
the rocky bays at Plymouth. The fronds are densely tufted, the filaments 
capillary or hair-like, and excessively branched and interwoven. The 
nodes are a lovely purple, the inter-spaces shining like silver, and in the 
lower parts of the filaments several times longer than broad, but gradually 
shorter as they ascend upwards. The branches are set here and there 
with little accessory ramuli; and these as well as all the branches of the 
plant, terminate in a little hook, the tips of which incline inwards, and 
close upon each other like a tiny pair of sugar-nippers. Fig. 180 repre- 
sents a terminal branch, the forks of which, like all the rest of the plant, 
are erect and straight, the angles of all being regularly acute. 0. graciU 
limwn is the smallest and most delicate of all the British CeramiecB. Its 
tender and very flaccid threads are generally so crowded and entangled, 
that it is a trial of patience and skill to display them properly on paper. 








Pig. 181. C&rammm gracillimum^ 


Pig. 182. CeramiumflabeUigerum, 
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This species is extremely rare, but is met with generally in muddy pools, 
attached to Gorallina oficiyialis (Fig. Ill) and other small algas, between 
tide-marks. It is readily known by the great length of its colourless joints 
and the crimson or purple nodes, from which arise minute fan-shaped lateral 
branchlets, which adorn the main stems, and are repeatedly forked to the 
very tips. Fig. 181 represents one of the terminal branches. The favella 
of this species is a remarkable microscopic object. It consists of two 
lobes, of globular form, enclosed in a pellucid border, and partly surrounded 
by long forked ramuli. This lovely species is met with in several 
situations on the Devonshire coast and in the west of Ireland, but I 
have taken it only at Plymouth and in Torbay. The third section 
of this beautiful group of plants contains four species which are re- 
markable for their spinulose habit, the dissepiments or nodes of aH being 
armed with spines or bristle-like hairs. Fig. 182 represents a magnified 
terminal branch of the species 0. iiabelligerum, so called from the 
fiabellate or fan-like branching of its fronds, which are about 4in. high, and 
set with forked lateral branches, the tips being mostly acute, but 
occasionally terminating in a tiny fork, the apices of which are slightly 
curved inwards, as seen in our illustration. The articulations of the lower 
branches are twice as long as broad, but in the upper parts they are 
mostly equal m length and breadth, and are all armed on the outer and 
upper edge with a single three-jointed awl-shaped spine. The favellm are 
three-lobed, and are produced in the forks of the branches. The whole 
plant is coated with coloured cellules, assuming, in consequence, some 
resemblance to varieties of C. ruhnim (Fig. 176), but the presence of spines 
in this species is a constant character which at once distinguishes it. This 
plant is by no means common, but it is found in Torbay, at Plymouth, and 
elsewhere in England, and on some parts of the Irish coasts. C. ciliatum, 
beautifully represented at Fig. 183, by two terminal forked branches, grows 
on rooks and on the smaller algse in tide-pools, forming dense tufts of 
a pale purplish tint, but prettily chequered with silvery- white joints; 
the nodes only, containing the coloured cellules, which are also set with 
a whorl of three-jointed prickles, as represented highly raagnified at a, 
Fig. 184. The branches are repeatedly forked, the tips of the terminal 
ones having yet another tiny fork, the apices of which are strongly curved 
round and inwards ; and even the joints of these, minute as they are, are 
aU furnished with the characteristic prickles already described. €, 
echionotum^ represented by some filaments of this species at Fig. 185, 
is so named from the manner in which the slender, single- jqinted spines 
are set on all parts of the nodes, closely resembling the arrangement 
of those on the shell of the Echinus or Sea-urchin. A portion of the 
stem, highly magnified, is seen at b, Fig. 184, The growth and ramification 
of this species are not unlike those of the foregoing, but the stems and 
branches are generally more abundantly supplied with little forked 
lateral ramuli, and the colour is usually dark red. The faveUm are 
generally two-lobed, and are supported by a whorl of short in-curved 
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ramuli. C. acanihonotum, the last of this group, grows generaUy on 
exposed rocks, or on the fronds of other plants, near low-water mark, 
in dense dark purple tufts, from Sin. to 6in. high. The favella of this 
species is as round as a hall (as represented at c, Fig. 184), and is seated 
on a curved jointed ramulus, every articulation of which (like those 
of the stems and branches of the plant), is armed on the outer upper side, 
with a single three-jointed prickle. In this respect it somewhat resembles 
0. fiabelUgerum (Fig. 182), but the coloured cellules in this are con- 
fined to the nodes, and the inter-spaces are perfectly hyaline, or colourless. 
When properly displayed, this species, like each of the two foregoing plants, 
makes a very attractive book specimen ; but most of these ciliated 


Fig. 184. (a) Joint of Ceramiumciliatum; 
(5) Ceramium echionotum; (c) Three 
joints with, ramulus and favella of 
Oo)’amium acanihonotum. 


Fig. 183. Cerammn, ciliatum. 


Ceramiess are so entangled, by reason of their multitudinous spines, that 
the utmost patience and care are necessary to prevent the plants becoming 
an inextricable and unsightly mass. 

The genus Ptilota contains two remarkably beautiful plants, one species 
being common on the northern and western shores of Great Britain, the 
other being found in almost equal abundance in the south of England, and 
on some parts of the north-eastern shores, in Scotland, and in the Isle of 
Man. Fig. 186 represents an enlarged branch of Ptilota plumosa, or the 
“ plumed wing.” The plant from which this was taken, was gathered by 
me in the Isle of Arran. It was growing on a huge specimen of 
Laminaria digiiata (Fig. 46), encircling the stem of the great alga as with a 
feather-like collar of the richest brown-red colour. The fronds are 
from 4in. to 14m. long, and are beautifully and very copiously branched, 



Pio-. 185. Ceramium ecliionoUm, 


Fig. 186. Ftiloiaplvmosa, 
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all the branches being set with an opposite series of spreading pinnules, 
which are closely pectinated, or set on ea^h side with comb-like teeth, 
which gradually diminish in length towards the tips of the little branchlets. 
In luxuriant specimens the branches sometimes put forth a second and 
even a third series of branchlets, as seen in our illustration, and all of 
them are furnished with the pretty characteristic pectinated ramuli of 
this elegant species. Spores are contained in clusters of favellfe, which 
are produced within little stalked involucres, and these are mainly com- 
posed of several tiny clasping or incurved ramuli. These involucres are 
set along the stems of the ultimate branches alternately with the pectinated 
ramuli, and sometimes they are produced on the teeth of these little 
comb -like pinnules, as represented in the illustration. Tetraspores, 
which are very rare, are produced on the teeth of the ramuli. A very 
splendid form of this plant is abundant on the Australian shores, and 
another, equally beautiful, on the North American coasts. The specimens 
which are taken on the Irish coasts, and in the Isle of Man, have long 
lanceolate branches, with very short pinnules, and, although of very 


Fig. 187^ Ptilota elegana. 

elegant growth and brilliant colour, are by no means iso luxuriant and 
bushy as our North British specimens. This species does not readily 
adhere to paper. The fronds are very rigid, inarticulate, and of a more 
or less cartilaginous structure; but the branches being compressed, or 
of a very flat growth, they are easily displayed on paper, and with a 
little judicious pruning and the application of dissolved isinglass, they make 
some of the most attractive of our book specimens. P. elegans (Pig. 187), 
formerly P. sencea,is a much more delicate plant than the foregoing. The 
fronds are soft and silky to the touch ; hut they are usually so excessively 
and densely branched, that considerable pruning is necessary before a 
specimen can be effectively displayed. The manipulator is, however, well 
repaid for any amount of patience in arranging this plant, for it is 
assuredly one of the most beautiful of the British rhodosperms. Although 
the stems and principal branches are dark in colour, and of rather dense 
structure, the branchlets and pinnules are distinctly and beautifully 
jointed, as may be seen in Fig. 187, which represents two ultimate 
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branchlets, highly magnified, one of which bears bi-lobed favellaa at the 
tip, partly embraced by a few curved ramuli, the other produces tetra- 
spores on the tips of the lateral cellules which project on each side 
from the large central cells of the pinnules. This species (like the former) 
is perennial, and is in perfection in summer. It grows on the sides of 
shady rooks near low-water mark. The colour is a dark brown-red, 
and the plant, being somewhat flaccid, adheres closely to paper in drying. 

The genus Duclresnaia^ dedicated to M. Dudresnay, a French naturalist, 
contains only one British species, Budresnaia coccinea, represented at a, 
Fig. 188, by a couple of lateral. branches. This curious but very beautiful 
plant is equally difficult to display effectively and to figure satisfactorily. 
Its delicate rose-red fronds are so tender and gelatinous, that they require 
several hours to drain off the paper on which they are laid out, before 
the calico and blotters can be placed on them, and the pressure applied ; 
but with careful management they make the most exquisite specimens, 
for they retain their lovely rosy tints and adhere so firmly to the paper 
that it is impossible to remove them. This species is rare, being an 
inhabitant of deep water. I have taken it on the beach at Brighton, also 
in Torbay, and have dredged most beautiful specimens in Plymouth Sound. 
A microscopical examination of this plant reveals a beautiful structure. 
All the branches appear to be composed of articulated, slightly coloured, 
longitudinal filaments, which have disposed around them whorled tufts of 
rose-coloured branched fibres, extremely flaccid and of the utmost tenuity. 
In the water these dichotomous, or forked fibres, radiate around the 
stems ; and when the plant is in fruit the branches appear as if studded 
with rubies, favellidia being borne at intervals among the whorled fila- 
ments ; or tetraspores, when present, terminating a ramulus of the 
dichotomous fibres. A terminal branch, magnified, is represented at b, 
Fig. 188, showing the fruit among the whorled filaments ; and c is a more 
highly magnified forked fibre, bearing .a four-parted tetraspore, which is a 
transformation of its terminal cell. This charming plant is a summer 
annual, and is, I believe, peculiarly a southern species. 

Grouania atlemiata is an extremely rare, but remarkably beautiful 
plant, parasitical on Cladosteplius spongiosus, and sometimes on OoralUna 
‘Officinalis. This also is a southern species. It is found on the Cornish 
coast near Penzance, and at the Land's End. I have taken it several 
times at Plymouth, hut nowhere else. Its beauties are microscopic. 
Fig. 189 represents a hvanch of Cladostephus (one of the olive weeds), on 
the tips of which Crowamo- aiJfmwaia loves to dwell. The little tufts of 
this parasite are rarely over 2in. high. They are represented at a, Fig. 189, 
a quarter of the natural size; 6 is one of its forked branches highly 
magnified, and c is a portion more highly jnagnified, to .^how the dense tufts 
of multifid ramelli or branched filaments which are set around the stems 
and branches with the most perfect regularity. These little tufts are 
whorled round the joints of the stem, which is a syphon containing a broad 
tnhe, filled with dark red endochrdme. Tetraspores are seated on these 



•esnaia coccinea; (b) braachlet magnified : (c) forked fibre, with 
tetraspore highly magnified. 


Fie. 189. Crowmia attenmta. 
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tufted fiiaiments. The name is in honour of two French algologists, the 
brothers Croiiau, of Brest. 

JSaliirus eqiiisetifollus^ better known by its former name, Qviffibhda, 
^qmsetifoliafiSf in appearance (though not in colour), almost a counterpart 
■of fJlailostepliu& sjpongiosus. This curious plant was originally included in 
the genus Griffithda. Its new name signifies " equisetum-like sea-tail,” in 
reference to the whorled tufts of branched incurved ramuli, which are set 
with perfect regularity round the nodes of the stems and branches, in a 
very similar manner to those of the Equisetce, or horse-tails ” of our 
lanes and meadows^ The fronds of this plant are from 4in. to 1ft. in 
length; but only young plants, fi*oni 3iu. to 5in. long, make good book 
specimens, owing to the robnst growth and thickly tufted branches of 
this species, which turn a very dark or dirty brown in drying ; otherwise, 
in early growth, the whorled ramuli of the young branches are a briUiant 
rose-red. Fig. 190, <x, represents a terminal branch, somewhat enlarged. 


Fio. 190. (cl) Eakwm cqdsdifolkis ; (6) htu'hata. 


showing the order of growth of the whorled ramuli, and the stalked 
involucres containing favellso, which arise from amidst the tufts. This 
species is taken very frequently on the south British shores. It is 
perennial, and is in perfection in summer. There is a beautiful variety of 
this plant, which formerly ranked as a distinct species, under the 
name Halarus eqiiis&tifolius, var. simplidjilum. One or two British 
localities have been recorded as habitats for this rarity, but I have never 
met with it on any of the British shores. The genus Griffiithsia^ named in 
honour of Mrs. Griffiths, of Torquay, is a large group of crimson, filiform, 
articulated algse, the fronds of which consist chiefly of string-like branches 
of elongated transparent cells or joints, within each of which is contained 
a long bag-like cell of brilliant red endochrome. The type of this beauti- 
ful genus is the plant known as GHffiihda corallina (Fig. 191), the fronds of 
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the joints ; fayellas are placed on the 
upper sides of the branchlets just below 
the joints, and are accompanied by a 
few short involucral ramuli. ^ The 
colour of this delicate plant is so 
fugitive, that it is only possible to 
preserve even a vestige of its lovely 
tint by keeping it in sea water, and 
hidden from the light, until it is laid 
out on paper, and then pressure must be 

applied very gradually, or the beautiful 

coral-like structure of the joints of the 

stems and branches will be utterly de- 
stroyed. Griffithsia setacea (Pig. 192), 
or the bristle-pointed GHflthsia^ 
found on various parts of the British 
coasts, and is particularly fine in the 
Channel Islands. This species is peren- 
nial. Pig. 192 represents a fruited 
branch which I took this summer 
(1873) from a large plant of the species 
growing in a shaded rock poolinToi- 
bay. The season before, the branches 
of this same plant were- all barren. I 
watched the growth of this particular 
plant with the deepest interest, for 

it is usually an inhabitant of deep t 4.1 ■ 

water, and I take this opportunity of recording what is certainly , I think, 
a very remarkable circumstance— viz., the presence of a deep-water species 
in a rock pool near high-water mark ; luxuriant, yet barren oue season, 
and still more luxuriant, and producing fruit in abundance the following 
season. The fronds of this species are from 4iin. to Sin. long, very ripd, 
erect, and bristle-like, each filamenUapering to a fine point. The 30 ints 
are cylindrical, and are several times longer than broad. The involucres 
containing tetraapores are produced on the sides of the branches, eing, 
in fact, transformations of some of the lateral ramuli. They are suspended 


Fio. 191 . GriM^haia ooralfi ua, favellic 
at the joints. 
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at the tips of these little branchlets, and, under the micz’oscope, appear 
like little wicker baskets filled with crimson fruit. One of these is re- 
presented at h, highly magnified. This species (like all the others of this 
group) will not bear immersion in fresh water for an instant, for 
although rigid and crisp in its native element, fresh water has the 
power of eausingthe fronds to discharge their beautiful carmine colour, 
leaving nothing but empty cells or unsightly filaments tinged with yellow 
and green. G, seciindlflom, so named from its peculiar system of 
branching, the ramuli or secondary branches being generally produced 
on one side only of the stems. This species has somewhat the appearance 
of the preceding, but its filaments are not so attenuated, and are blunt at 
the tips. The tufts are from Sin, to din. high. This is one of the rarest 
of our red seaweeds ; it is tolerably abundant in the Cb amici Islands, but 


Fio. 192. (a) Branch of Griffitli&ia setacea; (t) involucre, magnified. 

has not been found, so far as I know, in any other situation on the 
British shores, besides the sheltered hay at Bovisand, near Plymouth, 
where it was discovered by the Eev. Mr. Hore in 1846. It is reasonable 
to suppose that this beautiful Griffi^thsia is propagated by fruit, though 
all the specimens that I took at Bovisand were destitute of even the 
appearance of fructification ; this leads me to conjecture that the plant 
produces its fruit during the month of December or January, during 
which periods its place of growth is altogether inaccessible, for even 
during the lowest spring tides it is submerged to a depth of 4ft. or 
more, and no boat could possibly approach the rocky nook where it 
grows except when the water was smooth or free from swell, which 
is very rarely the case during the winter months. The only fruited sped- 
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men I have ever seen of this rare species was brought from the south 
of Europe. Tetraspores are contained in little involucres, borne on short 
stalks, being transformations of lateral ramuli. The colour of this plant is 
a full rose-red, and the fronds adhere very well to paper in drying. G, harhata 
(Fig. 190) is another very rare species, which has been taken some seasons 
at Weymouth, and found occasionally by myself on the beach at Brighton. 
In the rook pools at Jersey it is found very frequently j the pretty 
tufted fronds being about 3in. high, and of a lovely rose colour ; but 
none of the specimens takeh by me on the Brighton shore exceeded 2in. 
in length, and as they were usually wave-worn before they were picked 
up and mounted, their delicate filaments were more or less faded, and 
only some vestiges of colour remained in the terminal branches. Fig. 190, 
h, represents the upper portion of a branch highly magnified, showing the 
beautiful elongated cells of the stem and the whorled ramelli which are 
set around the joints, on the inner faces of which, near the stem, are 
seated the oval or globular tetraspores. These tufts of raultifid ramelli 
are very similar to the byssoid fibres on some of the Polysiphonm, 
and their beard-like character, in the plant before us, has suggested 
the specific name of harbatal This is the smallest and most attenuated 
of all the Grifitlisice. , It is sometimes mistaken for a OalUthamnion, 
but the joints of its stems and branches (which are six or eight times 
as long as broad), in addition to the whorled tufts of jointed ramelli, all 
of which are distinctly apparent, even under an ordinary lens, are 
characters sufficiently definite to distinguish it at once. One of the 
most graceful of this elegant tribe of red seaweeds, is the very rare 
species G, DevoniensiSf which was discovered by the Bev. Mr. Here, 
at Plymouth, in 1840. This justly admired plant grows in muddy 
places rarely uncovered by the tide, even at low water. I never failed to 
find it during the summer, cast up on the mud banks opposite the Devon- 
port dockyards. I also dredged it, or rather scraped it up in quantity 
by means of a long rake (taken by my boatman for the purpose) outside 
the banks of Beggar’s Island, near the mouth of St. Germain’s Biver. 
On one occasion, upon finding a specimen in splendid colour and fully 
in fruit, and well knowing the evanescent nature of its lovely rose-rod tint, 
I washed the plant over the side of the boat, fixed it on glass, and 
covered it up from the light as soon as possible, and sailed back to my 
quarters at Plymoutb with that peculiar feeling ^f satisfaction which few 
but enthusiastic naturalists can appreciate. The filaments of this plant 
are about Sin. high, densely tufted, very slender, forked and fastigiate, 
or pointing upwards. The joints are cylindrical, and many times longer 
than broad. Tetraspores are produced in involucres, which are whorled 
round the branches at the dissepiments or junction of the articulations. 
This is a peculiarity which serves to distinguish it from G. setacea (Fig. 192) , 
which it otherwise very strongly resembles. The filaments are much more 
flaccid than those of G, sefacea, and are therefore rather difficult to 
mount easily in a natural position. Care must be taken always to wash 
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and mount these delicate plants in sea-water, and to keep them from the 
light as much as possible until they are displayed and fixed on paper. 

The genus Seirospom is represented in Britain by one species only the 
beautiful jSeirospom aHffithsiano. (Pig. 193). The generic name, signifying 
oham of^ seeds,” very aptly oharaoterises the fruitful cells, which are 
produced in strings or chains, being in fact, ti'ansformations of the 
terminal joints of the ultimate ramuli of the tufted fastigiate branches 
as represented at Pig. 193; tetraspores, properly so.oalled, being also 
produced in strings, but scattered on various parts of the plant and 
suspended oil peduncles or short stalks. This charming species has all the 
appearance of a OallUliMmnion, and indeed Professor Agardh describes 
it under the name of Callithamnimi seirospernmm ; however, the general 
opinion of algologists seems to be in favour of Seirosponi, and as such, 
I am content to let it remain. The fronds are tufted, and have each a 
main stem from Sin. to 6in. high, set on each side with numerous 


Pig. 193. Fruited branch, of Seirof^pora GrtffiUtsiana, Pi’Hitefi branchlet 

of Corynospora 2^edicellata. 

alternate spreading branches ; the lowest of these are longest, and are 
more or less furmshed with secondary branches and ramuli, the tips of 
which generally incline upwards, and in these the strings of fertile ceUs 
are borne, the contents of which are of a brilUant crimson, the stems and 
ranches being of a pale pink, and at maturity becoming fainter, and 
even inelining to a shade of yellow or pale straw colour. The whole 
plant IS extremely flaccid and tender, but adheres to paper very readily, 
and forms a most attractive book specimen. It is very rare, though found 
on various parts of the British coasts. The finest specimens in my 
possession were taken at Plymouth, and recently a magnificent specimen 
was sent for my inspection by Mr. John Gatoombe, who gathered it there. 

The rare and beautiful alga now named Corymsporapedicellata (Pte 194 ) 
was, until recently, included in the OalUthamnia, but the peouUarity of its’ 
tetrasporio fruit has led to its removal, and now it forms the only British 
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representative of the genus Corynosxwra, a name which is characteristic 
of the somewhat club-shaped tetraspores of our species, as may be seen 
at Fig. 194, which is an enlarged terminal branch of 0. 'pedicellata' 
The filaments of this plant are from Sin. to lOin. high, very tender and 
flaccid, irregularly branched, more or less divided, and set here and there 
with short forked ramuli, which are frequently produced in little rose- 
red tufts at the tips of the branches, the apices of all being invariably 
rounded. The articulations of the stems and branches are many times 
longer than broad, those of the ramuli being gradually shorter as they 
approach the tips. The tetraspores are produced on little stalks, which 
arise from the axils of the branches, or sometimes from the upper shoulder 
of the joints just below the terminal tufted ramuli. Their colour is 
much darker than any other part of the plant, and their form is either 
elliptical, or pear-shaped, or, as the generic name implies, club-shaped. 
Favellse 1 have never seen, but they are described as being of large size, 
solitary or bi-lobed, and seated on the stems and larger branches. 
This species is a summer annual, and is taken at Brighton and Wey- 
mouth, in Torbay, at Plymouth, and in Whitsand bay. 

I shall now enter on a description of the most interesting group, of 
the British Floridise, the charming little OalUthamnicBi or, as their 
generic name signifies, “beautiful shrubs;” attractive alike by the 
beauty and loveliness Jf their various tints, the delicacy and simplicity of 
their structure, and the exquisite grace and elegance of their forms. 
This beautiful genus contains nearly a hundred species, some twenty or 
five-and-twenty of which are found on the British shores. Some are 
tolerably robust, and attain a length of 6in. or 8in., while others are 
much smaller, and some are quite microscopic, forming minute velvety 
spots on rocks and on the stems and branches of othoi* algm. Their 
structure is exceedingly simple, all being composed of a more or less 
branched series of cells filled with pink or crimson endochrome, and 
placed end to end. The primary, or conceptacular fruit, is called a 
“favella;’' it is a berry-like mass, usually produced on the branches, 
singly, in pairs, and sometimes in clusters. The secondary, or tetrasporic 
fruit, is generally scattered along the branchleta ; in most cases the tetra- 
spores are seated on the inner face of the joints or cells, and attached at 
their bases to the branchlets or ramuli on which they are seated. Many 
of thS species are widely distributed ; some are peculiar to the northern 
coasts, others are found only on the southern shores, while some few are 
met with in widely separated localities. The difficulty, not to say 
impossibility, of figuring most of these extremely attenoate<I plants, so as 
to convey any idea of their appearance in the living state, at least so 
far as to be of the slightest service in assisting inexperienced collectors 
in identifying species, compels, me to have recourse to drawings of 
magnified portions of most of the plants I shall describe, and to impress 
once more on my readers the absolute necessity for the employment of the 
microscope, or the strongest lens obtainable, otherwise the distinction 
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of species in this very delicate group of seaweeds, is entirely out of the 
question. I)r. Harvey in his original description of the British OalU-^ 
thamniw, classed them under six different characteristic sections, an 
arrangement which has always appeared to me so admirable, that not- 
withstanding the difficulty of arranging my illustrations in groups con- 
venient for my purpose, I intend to follow the order of Dr. Harvey’s 
arrangement in my descriptions of the species, as closely as possible. 
Section 1. Gruciatci, contains all those species in which the rainuli are 
placed on the branches in pairs, generally exactly opposite to each other. 

Callithamnion ^plimiula is one of the most brilliant of this group. It is^ 
one of the commonest and most widely dispersed of the tribe, being 
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Eio. 195, (a) Favellmof Callithamnion ‘plnmula ; (h) Callithamnion jloccosmn ; 
(c) Callithamnion Turneri, magnified. 


found from the Orkneys to the South of Devon. The beauty and regularity 
of its growth, combined -with its graceful oixtline, its branched fronds 
(which are^like exquisitely arranged plumes of rose-tinted feathers), have 
long stamped this plant as a universal favourite. The order of growth 
in every part is very remarkable. Each branch and hranchlet has its 
exact counterpart, and all the articulations throughout the plant bear 
each a similar pair of pectinated or comb-like branehlets. Tetraspores. 
like tiny glistening rubies, are seated on the upper side of the terminal 
ramuli. Favellne, which are produced in clusters, are attached to the 
joints of the main branches, as represented at a (Fig. 195.) There is a 
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enrious brownish-red variety of this CMithamnhn G. Mrrldidmy ^ 

Zm the cnrled or prickly appearance of its crowded branches . which, 
UkHhe typical species, X never faEed meeting with all around Plymouth 
especially Lring the summer months, in the sheltered bays near Bovisand 
Xn the tide was gently flowing in. The rare and cunous C. cruemfum 
fs found on mud-covered rocks on the southern shores of England 
Wales I took this species in abundance, many years ago, m 
two or thme situations in Plymouth Harbour. The fronds, which are . 

Sin high, are divided into a number of long erect branches, 
which are'occLionally furnished with a second and even third series •. 
ri ramuli on all being crowded at the tips, giving the plant a remarkably 
feather-hke appearance. The ramuli are usually pinnated or imnged, and 
a" on each joint of the branches in pairs, and sometimes more 
XLusly, but always exactly opposite ; an arrangement which (in addi- 
the division of the tetraspores, which are tour-parted or cruciate) 
to in the specifle name of this plant. C. pum^^um, taken in 
Miltown Malbay, in Ireland, and once by me up the river Plym is usmall 
variety of this species; the ramuli are much more closely set on the 
branoLs and the joints of the stoma and branches are shorter. C. 
ZcosumU a rare early summer annual, found at the Orkneys and on 
various parts of the Scottish shores. I have had most lovely specimens 
Xt me from Peterhead, some bearing favellm in abundance, and others 
full of tetraspores. The fronds of this species are densely tuft^, but 
sparingly and distantly branched. The branching is dteinate, but every 
iLtofX stem and branches throws out from each side of the upper 
koulder, a pair of opposite, very short and slender, bnstle-like ramuh 
The tetraspores are borne on each side of these little ramuh, seated 
on short pedicles or stalks, as seen at b. Eig. 193,^ which represents a 
magnified portion of stem, branch, and fruited colour is a 

brownish-red ; the whole plant is very flaccid, and adheres very well to 
paper. A highly magnified fruited branch of 0. Tamcn is represented at 

c Eig. 195. The fronds of this small species are rarely 2in. high. Ihey 
OTow in little bushy tufts on several species of seaweeds on various 
parts of the British coasts. The joints of the stems and branches are of 
much greater length than almost any other species of Calhihammon, 
and the branches are consequently very far apart, but, as well as the 
ramuli, invariably opposite. The favellm, which are very similar to those of 
Grmthsia setacea (Pig. 192), are produced on stalks, and axe enclosed in an 
involucre, or clasped by several tiny incurved ramuh. The colour is rose- 
red turning a duller tint in drying. 0. harlatnm, so named from the small 
beak-like ramuli which clothe the upper parts of its long straggling 
branches, is a plant of such rare occurrence, that during the many years 1 
searched the shores of this country, I have met with but a aobta^ 
specimen. It is said to grow at Weymouth and Penzance, and should 
be looked for on mud-covered rocks, near low-water mark. The fronds 
abodt 2m; high? the branches, which are opposite, but sometime 
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alternate along* the stems, are bare for about half their length, and then 
produce the little, erect, opposite, spine-like ramuli, which are referred to 
in the specific name of the plant. Tetraspores are seated on the sides of 
the winglets or terminal branohlets. ' The brownish-red colour of its 
fronds sometimes betrays it in its muddy habitat, but it requires ex- 
perience and sharp eyes to detect it at any time. 

C. pluma, a minute species, rarely abore half an inch high, grows in little 
erect velvety tufts on the stems of Laminaria digitata (Fig. 46) ; but is 
very rarely met with, though it occurs in widely separated situations. 
It partakes somewhat of the character of the preceding species, in having 
the upper part of its fronds set on each side, but sometimes on one side 
only, with short setaceous ramuli. This little plant is rather like small forms 
of 0. Turneri (Fig. 195), The colour is a bright red; hut the whole plant is 
so minute, that, except as a curiosity, it is hardly worth the trouble of 
mounting. Section 2, Fruticosa, includes the species which are essentially 
shrub-like, the main stems being more or less opaque, the basal joints more 
I)articularly, being coated within or traversed by numbers of filaments, 
which in some species render the jointing nearly undistinguishable. 
The ramuli in all the plants of this group are placed alternately on the 
branches. 0 . arhihscala is a particularly robust and shrub-like species. 
The branches are so densely clothed with a second series of shorter 
branches, all of which are set with numerous closely placed minute 
pinnated, or winged ramuli, that, unless the whole be considerably 
pruned or thinned out, it is quite impossible to make anything of a 
specimen of this bushy plant. The fronds are from three inches to about 
six inches long, and, in the growing state, are of a very dark blood-red 
colour. This species is, I believe, perennial. It is not found on any of 
the southern shores, but is generally met with on the north-western coasts 
of Scotland and Ireland. I never failed finding it in the deep rock pools 
of Whiting Bay, in the Isle of Arran ; but all the specimens I took there 
were thrown up from deep water. Even at the lowest spring tides I never 
found it growing. The tetraspores are produced on the inner side of 
the ramuli ; favellm are usually bi-lob ed. Next to this northern species 
of C alUthamnion, th.Q common C. tefra^onuw is perhaps the most bushy 
and shrub-like of this section. Well-grown plants, such as we have 
attempted to depict at Fig. 196, are more or less tufted, each frond having 
a main stem set with lateral branches, which gradually diminish in length 
as they approach the summit, giving an elegant pyramidal outline to tho 
frond. All the branches are set' with a second and third series, and the 
tufts of ramuli, which are produced abundantly on each side of the 
branches, are somewhat incurved; the joints are narrow at the base, 
then gradually widen and become suddenly pointed at the tips. The 
tetraspores, which are very minute, are produced near the tips of 
these terminal ramuli. Favellm of large sizie, solitary, or bi-lobed ; when 
the latter, the large oval masses are attached to the upper forked rainulns 
of the terminal braiichlets. The colour is a dark brown red, turning an 
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•orange or yellowish in decay. This species is a summer annual, and is 
found most frequently growing on the stems of the larger algae near low- 
w^ater mark. Very nearly related to the plant just described is the beautiful 


Pig, 197. (a) CalKtkamnmi hracJiiatitni. (h) Calliikanmioti Brodutn, 

(c) CaUitTummon Hooked (highly magnilied). 

terminate in a sharp point, while in C. tetmgonum they are narrow 
at the base, bulged out in the central joints, and suddenly pointed at 
the tips. Pig. 197, a, is a highly-magnified ramulus of 0. hraclilafnm, 


Pig. 196. Collithanimon ictmgonum. 


species C. hmoJdatim (Pig, 197) ; indeed, by some writers it is considered 
merely a variety of 0. tetmgonum. It is, however, a much more delicate 
plant, especially in the form and finish, so to say, of the branched or tufted 
ramuli, which in this species are gradually tapered from the base, and 
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bearing on the innei* face of the terminal angle a large favella. 
Totraspores, when present, are similarly situated to those of the foregoing- 
species. I have always found this pretty plant growing- on the tips of 
Laminaria digitafa (Fig. 46). Many years ago I took a large number of 
specimens in fruit, all of which were growing on the J/ciwmomrice outside the 
well-known Mewstone Eock near Plymouth ; and some years later I found 
portions of the fronds of L. digitata cast ashore one stormy day at 
Atherton, in the Isle of Wight, every one of which had a fringe of this? 
lovely Callithamnion, both kinds of fruit being found in abundance 
among the numerous specimens I collected on that occasion. The fronds 
of this species in the barren state are occasionally above Sin. long, but no 
specimen taken by me, in either kind of fruit, ever excedeed 2in. in length. 
The colour is generally a rich deep red. C. Brodicei (Fig. 1D7), although 
widely distributed in Britain, is certainly by no means abundant in any 
recorded habitat. I have taken it in fine condition at Plymouth, and 
occasionally in Torbay. The fronds are rarely over two inches high, 
densely branched, and set throughout with several series of branchlets, 
which gradually shorten upwards, and all are furnished with tiny winged 
plumules, the little spine-like pinnae which compose them standing 
out almost at right angles from the joints from which they arise, 
being what is termed “ ereeto-patent.” In plants which, bear favellse, 
the branching is much more irregular than in those which produce 
tetraspores. The favellas are attached in pairs, one on each side of 
the stems of the branchlets, as seen at 6, Fig. 198. The tetraspores 
are globular in form, and are seated on the inner fade of the terminal 
ramuli, which 1 are thrown out in pretty regularly alternate order on 
each side of the lesser branches. I have usually found this rare plant 
on the Fuci at extreme low water mark. The colour is a deep brown- 
red, but loses much of its brilliancy in drying. C. Eookeri (Fig. 197) , named 
after the late Sir W. J. Hooker, is also widely distributed in this country, 
but must be considered among the rarities, as it certainly is one of 
the favourites of its tribe. It grows on several species of algse, but I 
have only found it on submerged rocks, near low'-water mark, at 
Bovisand, near Plymouth. The fronds of this lovely little plant are 
seldom more than two inches high, and are closely set with rather long 
branches, which, near the tips, bear a second and even a third set; 
and on the terminal or central plumules of the lateral branches the 
pretty pair of oval or lobed favellse are produced, loosely attached to 
each side of the joints, as seen at c, Fig. 197. Tetraspores are seated 
on the inner face of the ramuli on the joints nearest to the stem; 
sometimes they are placed on each side of the ramuli, one or two under, 
and several above. The colour is usually a brownish-red, or sometimes a 
rosy-red ; young plants generally retaining their beautiful tints in drying. 
0. tetricxm (Fig. 198 and 199) is one of the coarsest and most common 
species of this genus. It is perennial, and is found on all the rocky 
coasts of Britain, hanging from the under side of ledges of rock, whence 
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Pig. 198, CallWumnion Uincum, 


wise the pretty and tolerably regular branching of the lateral plunralea 

Kr°i99" S r f magnified branch in our illustration. 

^?e™e+!l P “d awl-shaped ramnli, which are set 

alternately on^tte upper half of the branohlets, was taken from one of 

“Vin - “ represented the natural size at Kg. 198 

Sm T®®* brown-red; the substance is very 

g , and the fronds do not adhere very firmly to paper. The favellas are 

X*!]ets” tT’ terminal pinnse or 

mglet . Totra.spores arc attached to the ultimate ramtili. I hare always 



Fig. 199. Callithamnwn Utricum (magnified) 


Fig. 200. Callithamnion roseum. 
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are attached totS rf ^e stemf ’S 

taken for fine or delicate foTi pT^' ^ “ oocasionally mis- 

and the plant firmly adheres to piper in LST 0 nXi 

=-tri:ii/i~r»3='£ 

eeries from the base to the tip, as seen at c. Kg. 20L i gffnlt 


220 BRITISH MARINE ALGiE. 

tufts of to little plant are from 2m. to Sin. long, and are densely 
Iralchod tL lesser teanches being moreor less pinnated or branobedxua 
similar nmner tbe ramtOi being subulate or awl-sbaped, and ot nearly 
uniform len-’th’ but shortened towards the tips of the pmnides, and 
Ttotoro^ea outwards or reflexed. PaTelhe are usually clustered 
and are placed about the centre of the stems of the plumules, as re- 

~ted at d, Kg. 201. The colour of to pretty summer annuaUs a 

rose or purplish-red. It is met with at Brighton and in Torbay, but m 
much greater abundance and beauty at Plymouth, where, on ? 

rocks at low-water mark, I hare often detected its httle rosy fronds just 
appearing on the surface of its uninviting habitat. 0. 
to Mr Borrer, of Brighton, is a beautiful and very distinctly-marked 
speto, all the upper branches being set with distichous plumules 
(L plumed branchlets set in alternate opposite series), the lower portions 
being destitute of ramuH, the upper furnished with wide-sproadmg pinnaj, 
Slowest of whicharelongest. These little closely-plumed branches give 
abeautifuUy-feathared outline to the plant, and, undei- the microscope, 
when to species is in tetrasporio fruit, the ramuli of the little feather. 
uL branchlets seem as though they were bordered with crimson chomes_ 
The favellffi also are a beautiful sight, being seated in pairs on each side of 
the stem of a plumule ; each lobe being contained within a transparent 
envelope, as represented at e. Kg. 201. The colour varies from a pa e r^e. 
red to a dull brown-red. The fllaments are also of_ variable length, 
being from two inches to five inches long. The plant is in perfectionun 
Mav or June, and is taken in various parts of England and Ireland. My 
finest specimens were gathered on the muddy banks near Tor Pomti and , 
under Mount .Edgoumbe in Plymouth Harbour. C. iripinnatum is an 
extremely rare and veryexquisite little annual. Under to imoroscope it has 
very much the character of to foregoing; but it differs from that, as 
from all otliers of its tribe, in having a very minnte ramnlus, which sprinp 
from the first joint in to angle of each plumule. It has been taken on to 
west coast of Ireland and at Plymouth, but hitherto I have not had the 
goodfortune of meeting with it, 0. cifinc, another very rare spemes, qui^te 
unknown to me, except through Dr. Harvey’s beautiful fi^re of it in to 
“ Phyoologia Britanniea,” was found many years ago on the shores oi the 
Isle of Bute. 0. fasciewlatim is also very rare, and, like to foregoing 
plant, is, to my mind, a Very’ doubtful species. It was found many years 
agoatTarmontb by Mr. Borrer. The figure of it in to Phyoologia is that 
of an exceedingly beautiful plant, but any lengthened description here of 
such very decided rarities seems to mo to be utterly unneces-sary . C. granl- 
Ivmum (Eig. 202) is’ probably to most graceful and beautiful of all to 
British species of this charming tribe of algse. It was discovered, I believe, 
by Mrs. Griffiths, on the muddy base of the pier at Torquay. The plant was 
published originally under its present name, by Professor Agardh ; but it 
is to be regretted that the name 0. fiUcinwirh, proposed for it by its 
discoverer, was not adopted in the first instance, since the plant js so 
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!Fi< 3^, 2dl. Magnified branoMets of (a) CallithcLynniovi, rosewm, (&) C* hyssoideuvrit (c) G, 
Jpolyspermimj with tetraspores ; (d) the same, with f avellee j (e) 0, Borrerw 


Fio. 202. (a) Magnified branchlets of C. gracilUmimy with favellse 
tetraspores j (c) C, gvanulatum. 


(b) the same, with 
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exactly like one of the most deHcately branched exotic ferns in miniature. 
This lovely species grows abundantly at Plymouth, at Falmouth, and also in 
its former habitat here in the Torquay harbour. The graceful filaments 
of this plant are from 2in. to Sin. long. The stems of the branches are 
very slender, and are set in alternate series along the main stems. AH the 
branches are bi-tripinnate, or furnished with an opposite row of branchlets, 
from which spring short pointed ramuli, some of which are branched, or 
bear a second, and sometimes even a third series of lesser ramuli or 
pinnulse. No figure could possibly do justice to such minute and delicate 
branching as we behold in this species ; I must, therefore, be content ''to 
refer the reader to a and b, in Pig. 202, which represent, severally, 
magnified plumules, showing the form and position of the clustered favellas 
andthetetraspores, the latter being a transformation of the terminal joints 
of shortened pinnules. The colour is a full rose-red, being much paler 
when the plant produces favellse, which appear like little dark red spots 
on the stems and branches. C. tlhuyoidevm^ like a cypress in miniature, 
has a strong resemblance to the young state of' the foregoing plant. Its 
densely branched little fronds rarely exceed 2in. in height ; but, except in 
some minor particulars, the ramification is so similar to that of Q. 
gracillimum^ that experienced algologists are now and then at a loss to 
decide between them. The branches are, however, shorter, and the 
plumules are set closer together, and the joints throughout the plant are 
proportionately thicker or broader. The tetraspores are produced in 
exactly the same position as those of the preceding, but the faveHsa are 
very different, being bi-lohed, and thrown out from the under side near the 
base of the pinnules ; those of C. gmcillimum being, as described, produced 
in clusters on the branches or at the junction of two articulations near the 
base of a branched plumule. This rare little annual has been found in 
widely-separated situations in England and Ireland. I have taken it in 
Torbay and at Plymouth ; specimens from the latter place being* always of 
a fine rose red. The substance is very soft and tender, and the plant 
adheres very well to paper. Section 4, Qorymbosa^ contains only two 
British species, the stems of which are distinctly articulated, the lower 
joints of one of these species being, however, traversed by dark -coloured 
veins ; the ramuli are dichotomous, or branched by more or less numerous 
forkings. 0. s;jgongiosmn, so called originally from the spongy appearance 
of its excessively crowded and matted tufts of ultimate ramuli, is now 
named 0:' gmmilatiim, in reference to its abundant granular or tetrasporic 
fruit. This curious species is found during the summer on the shady side 
of submarine rocks at low-water mark. Its densely-branched fronds, which 
are rarely over 4in. high, bear a striking similarity to those of the northern 
species, Q, arbuscula ; and it appears that our C. granidatum occupies the 
place of 0. ci/rbuscxila on shores where the latter is not found, never grow- 
ing together, in fact, though, as observed by Dr. Harvey, “both affect 
similar situations on different shores.” My own experience concerning 
these peculiar species perfectly agrees with these remarks of Professor 
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Haxrey. 0. arhiscula I have taken in Scotland only ; 0. grmmUtum 
fLe fonnd in Torbay, and at Plymoutb frequently, but on no nortbem 
shore The branches of this shrub-like plant are very closely set, but 
are spread out in all directions ; and these throw out a second and thud 

aeries of lesser branches, ah of which terminate in httle fan-shaped 
senes ot les ^ somewhat 

Mmuli ■ as SMD in the ma^niflea bwnohlet at s, Tig* ^ bslobad Jas^B, 

lioUd in the aneles of the branches. The colour is a purphsh red ; 
tat Si my specimens in drying became a most bea,uffiul sepia, or sometimes 
Vandyketown. 0. conjmloswmis one of the rarities, aswell as one of the 
losfdelicate of this genus; its general appearance is represented at 


Bia. 203. CalUthaninion corymhosum. 


Wo-. 203. The terminal branchlets are fastigiate or level-topped at the tips, 
wHoh are of the utmost tenuity, and are crowded together to such an 
extent as to appear like numbers of little red corymbs crowning the 
branches, whence the spedfio name. The branching of this species is 
often very irregular, but the great length of the joints in the stem 

and branches, and the bifid tips of its corymbose terminal branchlets, are 

characters so distinot that it cannot veiy easfiy be mistaken for any 
other species. The tetraspores are attached to the sides of the puits just 
below the forkings of the terminal ramnli, as represented at a, Big. 204, and 
the favellas, which are bi-lobed and of large size, are produced in the axils 
of the branchlets, immediately under the Httle rosy-red corymbs, as seen 
at b Pig. 204. The substance is so soft and gelatinous that the plant 
adhLs perfectly to paper when drying. A most lovely, and, as it appears 
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to me, new species of CalUthamnion has been sent to me from Plymouth, 
being found pretty abundantly, growing on the Fuci, at low- water mark in , 
some part of Plymouth harbour. It was discovered there by Mr. E. M. 
Holmes, and published by him in the September number of Grevillea^ 
accompanied by some beautiful figures, showing its growth, structure, and 
peculiar system of fructification. Whether it be really a new species or 
not, I do not pretend to decide, though I believe it to be so. However, as it 
seems to me to possess some characters which bring it pretty nearly to 
the corymbose section, I mention it here in order to inform students and 
collectors what a beautiful plant awaits them on the muddy bank at 
Torpoint, Plymouth ; and doubtless ere long it will be found in others 
situations in that locality. This interesting plant is somewhat similar to 
the beautiful Seirospora Gri^thsiana (Pig. 193 ) ; but the fructification is 
very differently situated, being produced in branched necklace-like cells, 
which arise in tufts from the rachis of the plumules and pinnm, just at the 
junction of two opposite branchlets, some little distance below the tip ; but 
these sporiferous filaments are never produced in the terminal branchlets, 
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Fig. 204. (a) CalUthainiiion coryjrtbosuia, with tetraspores j {l>) the same, 
with favellte, magnified. 


as is the case in Sei/rospora. There are other remarkable characters 
observable in this plant, but the brief description given above is sufficient 
for my present purpose ; and ere long I trust the discoverer may be 
able to publish this plant with a recognised name, and also be in a position 
to state whether it be really a new species, or merely a variety of some 
exotic which has found its way to these shores, and so become associated 
with our marine flora. 

Section 5, Pulvinata, contains three small species, which consist of 
densely branched cushion-like tufts, or sometimes like patches of velvet pile, 
usually found growing on rocks near low- water mark. C. Roihii (Fig. 205), 
dedicated to Herr Both, is said to be a perennial species, fruiting in 
winter. About seven years ago I fonnd this tiny CalUthamnion in very 
great abundance, growing on the rocky sides of a cave on the coast of 
Durham, a little below Tynemouth. This cave could only be entered, 
even at low water, in a boat, and, although (as the boatman informed me) 
many a smuggled keg of spirits had been concealed there, I doubt if 
any algologist had ever been there before me. The filaments of this little 

X 




226 


BlilTlSU MARIXE ALGiE. 


plant are rarely an incli Mgh. The branches are very short, slender, and 
erect, and lie very close to the filaments from which they arise, which 
is nsnally near the tips. The joints are about twice as long as broad. 
Tetraspores are the only form of fruit I have met with on this species. 
They are produced in clusters of twos and threes, on the tips of terminal 
branched ramuli, as seen at a, Pig. 205. The colour is a deep purplish red. 
A variety of this plant, called C. pur^ureum, is known by its more minute 
filaments, which are very sparingly branched. The little velvet-like tufts 
are found sometimes on marine rocks in long purplish-red masses, scarcely 
a quarter of an inch high, O.floridiolum (Pig. 205), which is so common 
on the west of Ireland that it is carted away from the shore and employed 
as manure, is found in various situations in this country and in the 
Orkneys. I have taken lovely specimens of it at Hastings and at Ply- 
mouth. The filaments are produced in dense erect tufts about an inch 
and a half high, slightly branched, and furnished with a very few terminal 
branchlets or ramuli, which are densely appressed or arranged almost 
parallel with the branchlets from which they spring. The joints of the 
stems and branches are nearly all about three times as long as broad. 
The fruit of this species, which was discovered by Mr. Ealfs, the well- 
known naturalist, consists of very minute tetraspores, which are borne 
on tiny little pedicels, usually in a series of three, ranged on the outer 
side of the terminal branches. A fruited filament is represented at h. 
Pig. 205. The colour is a pretty mixture of crimson and purple, and 
when plants in good condition are carefully ifiounted on paper they 
make very attractive book specimens ; as in drying, the filaments 
have the soft texture and glistening appearance of tufts of fioss silk. 
0. mesocarpum (Pig. 205), so named from the situation of the tetrasporic 
fruit, which is produced on single or forked pedicels about the middle of 
the little erect filaments, is a very minute and a very rare species, found 
originally at Appin, in Scotland, by the late Captain Carmichael, and 
once only by myself in Lamlash Bay. Portion of a filament bearing 
tetraspores is represented at. c, Pig. 205, The joints of the tiny fronds 
of this plant are about four times as long as broad. The colour is a 
brownish red or purple, and, to the unassisted eye, the whole plant 
appears like a mere dark reddish crust attached to the rock on which 
it grows. The last section of this lovely group of seaweeds contains 
two or three species, which are minute parasites, and, like several of the 
foregoing, are hardly distinguishable as vegetable structxires, unless they 
are examined under a tolerably powerful microscope. However, as eacli 
species is pretty constant to some particular plant, which the student will 
easily recognise, a very slight examination of the decaying fronds of those 
I am about to name, will doubtless reward the collector for his search 
.after these microscopic CalUthamnim, It has often been said that the 
roots of the great Lamiiiarice, which are thrown ashore after a storm, 
are a mine of wealth to the zoologist ; and certainly, if properly examined, 
old fronds and stems of the same species are frequently rich in micro- 
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scopio parasites, which, partictilarly on accomit’of their rarity, are 
the delight of all enthnsiastic algologists. Among these minute parasitic 
plants, may occasionally be found, in tiny scattered tufts, less than a 
quarter of an inch high, the rare and curious species, 0. sparsim, the 
filaments of which are nearly straight, with blunt tips, and very sparingly 
branched, rarely more than a single branch or ramulus being thrown 
out from one side of the erect filaments near the terminal portions. 
The colour of this plant is a pinky-red. Its most frequent place of 
growth is on the stem or decaying frond of Laminaria saccharina (Fig. 
43.) C. Daviesii is most generally parasitic on the decaying fronds of 
Qerammm rubrum (Pig. 176) in rock pools about half -tide level. I once 
dredged in Plymouth Sound a very fine plant of Bporochnus pedunmlatus 
(Fig. 55), every branch of which was infested throughout with most 
luxuriant specimens of this lovely little Callithamnion^ beautifully in 
fruit. The little tufts of this plant are about a quarter of an inch 


Fio. 205. Magnified filameiits----(aj CalWMmnion JRotMi ; {h) C, Jforidnhm ; 

{«) C. mesocarpum; (d) C.Laviesii; (e) G. virgatulum, 

high, the branches are alternate, and at intervals of four or five 
joints apart, a short branch is thrown out, which bears on its inner 
face a series of small erect ramuli, the longest of which is nearest the axil, 
so that the three are nearly on a level at the tips. Tetraspores, when 
present, are attached to these axillary ramuli. Part of a terminal branch 
is represented at cZ, Fig. 205. 0. virgatulwn^ or the twig-like callitham- 
nion, is considered by some writers to be merely a variety of the 
preceding species. It is also parasitic on Oeramium ruhrmn. The little 
lateral branches are produced much in the same way as those of the 
foregoing, but the ramuli are so short that they appear to consist merely 
of a single ceU arising from one side only of the stems and branches. 
A branch of this plant is represented at Fig. 205. The tufts of this 
little parasite are about a quarter of an inch long, of a pinky-red colour, 
and they sometimes so completely envelope the fronds of the plant of 
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which they grow, that nothing but the parasite itself is visible to the 
unassisted eye. I have met with this species in Scotland, and on various 
parts of the southern shores of England, but most abundantly and 
beautifully fruited, in Torbay and at Plymouth. 

I have now concluded my description of the British marine algae, in 
which I have endeavoured to fulfil the promise of my introduction to 
this work, viz., to supply any of my readers who may visit the seashore, 
with a subject to occupy their leisure, to interest them in the vegetable 
productions of the deep, and to instruct them in preserving such specimens 
as they may collect for future study. With the exception of a few very 
rare plants and some minute parasites, every species of seaweed which is 
likely to be met with on the shores of the British islands has been 
accurately figured, either from the living plant, or from photographs or 
drawings of magnified portions; so that, with these illustrations before 
them, and the help of even an ordinary lens, I make bold to say that few 
collectors will find any particular difficulty in identifying such plants 
as they may meet with during their rambles on the seashore. 


ADDENDA. 





t 


In describing' tbe UlvcB at pages 8 and 9, I unintentionally omitted the 
species TfOiCtucOi^ so called from its fancied resemblance to a coss- 
lettnoe. In early growth this plant is a long pear-shaped bag, which 
bursts at the top and splits down the sides, spreading out into segments of 
irregular shape and size. In strucfcure this species differs from others of 
the genus, on which account, as observed by the late Mrs. Gratty, a sub- 
^vision of the was proposed, under the name of ^‘ Phycoceris,*’ to 
include Ulva latissima and U. linza, I prefer, however, to retain these 
plants in Ulva, The membranous fronds of these two species are double, 
though adhering closely together, while those of U. lactuca are composed 
of a single layer of cells. The mature frond of this plant is about 6in. 
long, and its colour is usually a pale green. Its place of growth is on 
rooks, shells, and also on other seaweeds, between tide-marks. 

The interesting species Polysiphonia divergens. has been added to our 
British Marine Flora by Mrs. Merrifield, of Brighton, who identified it as 
such in a plant which was taken at Falmouth in 1861. It is a native of 
the South Atlantic, and is found at Cadiz, and also in the Adriatic. The 
plant is of small size, the fronds are very slender and much entangled ,• in 
general aspect this rare species bears some resemblance to F. spinulosa. 
The siphons of the stem are six or seven, and are of nearly equal 
diameter. 

Fucus anceps is another rarity, which is taken, I believe, only on the 
west coast of Ireland. It was discovered by Harvey and "Ward, and 
published as a new species by Mr. S. 0, Gray in his “ British Seaweeds." 
I have not seen this species in the growing state, but the dried specimen 
which I possess, very strongly resembles the barren form of Fucus canalu 
culatus (Fig. 34) , except that the fronds are not channelled and the ter- 
minal forks are not quite so blunt at the tips. 

Fig. 47 in this work, is an accarate representation of a young plant of 
Laminaria stenophylla, which Dr. Harvey has described as a var. of L, d%gi- 
tata (Fig. 46), but which is now regarded by Professor Agardhas a distinct 
species, and I think Justly so. The chief points in which they differ are as 
follows. The stem in L. digitata is always round and roughish to the touch, 
especially in mature plants, when the periphery, or outer margin, may pro- 
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perly be termed the bark of tbe stem ; hut in L. stenophylla the Btemis com- 
pressed or flattened, and is smootb at all stages of its growth, and entirely 
destitute of bark. In L. digitata, when the tide leaves the growing plants 
exposed, the stems stand up out of the water like hard curved sticks, but ^ 
those of L. stenophylla are soft and pliable, and when the tide recedes 
entirely from them, the stems and long leathery fronds lie limp and flat 
upon the rocks where they grow. Again, as regards the manner in which 
the fronds of these species are digitated or cleft, there is a very marked 
difference. In L. digitatm the laoiniations commence very nearly at the 
base of the lamina, just where it expands above the stem ; and frequently 
as many as a dozen or more radiate from this point, often reaching a 
length of several feet without further division in any of them; but in 
L, stenophylla, the divisions are much less numerous, of far greater pro- 
portional length, and the secondary laoiniations are more regular and also 
few in number, and very narrow as they approach the tips. The situations 
in which these plants grow are also very different, for, although L. digifata 
is found in pools often above half-tide level, its ordinary place of growth 
is below tide-marks and extending into deep water, while L, stenopliylla 
vegetates within ordinary tides, and may be said to form a zone, as it 
were, between the larger Laminarm and the shore. 

To the Orkney kelp- gatherers, the differences between these two species 
are so marked, that peculiar local names are assigned to them, L. digitata 
being known as “ Cuvy,” while L. sfenophylla is always called “ Tangle.^ 

In the north of Scotland a gigantic form of L, saccharine (Fig. 43) is 
met with, which, I am informed, Professor Agardh considers identical 
with L, caper ata^ a large species which is a native of Spitzbergen. ^ The 
frond of this plant is nearly 2ft. wide, and very much curled and frinpd 
at the margins. In conclusion, I may briefly refer to the large species, 
L. hulhosa (Fig. 48), which will henceforth be known as Sacchorhim 
lulbosa, the bulbous or bag-rooted laminaria; a change of name which 
I consider highly appropriate, the large bulb or bag-like root of ^ this 
curious species being fully as characteristic as the common name of “ sea- 
furbelows ” is of the puckered or waved margins of its flattened stem. 



A COMPLETE 


LIST OF BEITISH SEAWEEDS, 

Containing all the most recent changes of the names of the plants as they 
occur in the works of Dr. Harvey, Brofesaor Agardh, and Dr. J. E. Gray. 
(The old names are in italics.) 


CHLGEOSPEEMEJ!. 


Order Bulbociietace.®. 

Ochiochajte hyatrix, 

Order Confervace,>e 

Cladophora albida 
arcta 
Balliaua 
Brownii 
diffusa 
falcata 
flavescens 
liexuosa 
fracta 
Gattyffi 
glaucescens 
gracilis 
llutchinsifie 
lauosa 
Isetevirens 
SlagdaleruB 
Macallana 
uuda 

rectaugularis 

refracta 

repens 

Eudolpbiana 

rupestris 

ttnciaiis. 

Chietomorplia cerea 
arenicola 


implexa 

linum 

melagonium 

sutoria 

tortuosa 

Cytophora litorea. 

Hormotrichum bangi- 
oides 
collabens 
Cutlerioe, 

Yourtganum 
('I lie thirteen foregoing 
plants were formerly 
included in the genus 
Conferva,) 


Oarmiohselianum 
{LyngbyaCarmichcelii) i 
speciosum {Lynghya 
speciosa). 

Leptucy.'tea pellucida 
{CladopJm'a pdlucidap 
Ehizoclonium ripariuiu 
Gasp ryi 

flaccum {Lynghya 
Jtacca) 

Order Nostochineje. 
Monormia intricata. 
bpermosira litorea 
Harveyana. 

SphfsrozygaCarmichaelii 

Berkeleyana. 

Broomei 

Thwaitseii. 


Order OsCiLLATOEIACEiE 
Actinothrix Stokesiana 
Arthronema caispitula 
{OahthHx cmpitula). 
hypuoides {OaMhrix 
hypnoides). 

Calothrix confervicola 
luteola ' 
pannosa 
scopulorum 
semiplena. 

Lyngbya ferrnginea 
majuscula. 

Microcoleus anguiformis 
Oscillatoria insignia 
littoralis 
ni^'o-viridis 
spiralis 
subsalsa 
subuliformis 
Eivularia atra 
nitida 
piicata. 

Schizosiphon ’Warreniaj, 
Schizothrix Oreswelli. 


Spirulina tenuissima. 

Tolypothrix fascicu- 
lata {Calothrix fascicu- 
lata). 

Order Siphonace-e 

Godium adhserens;. 
amphibium 
bursa 

tomentosum. 

Vaucheria clavata 
marina 
submarina 
velutina. 

Bryopsis hypnoides 
plumosa. 

Order Ulvace.e 

Porphyra laciniata 
linearis 
vulgaris. 

Uiva lactuca 
latissima 
linza. 

Enteromorpha clathrata 
compressa 
cornucopiaj 
erecta* 

Hopkirldi* 

iatesiiualis 

Linkiana* 

percursa* 

jtialfsii* 

ramulosa.* 

(Those marked * are 
merely varietii's of 
Enteromorpha clath- 
rata.) 

Bangia carnea 
ciliaris 
elegans 

fusca-purpurea. 

Goniotrichum cerami- 
colum {Bangia cerct^ 
micola). 



232 


A COMPLETE LIST OP BKITISH SEAWEEDS. 


Order CHORDAitiACEy’E 

Chorclaria fiageliiformis 
divi*ricata. ^ 

Elachista fueicola 
attenuata {E. puMnata) 
cnrta 
llaecida 
Grevillei 
scutulata 
stellul ta 
velutina. 

Myrionema clavatum 
Leclancherii 
punctiforuie 
strangulans. 

Leathesia Berkeley! 
crispa 

tuberiformis. 

Mesogloia GrifSthsiaua 
vermicularis 
virescens. 

Ealfsia deusta 
verrucosa. 

Order Dictyotacejg 

Asperocoocus compres- 

; ' SUS^ 

ecMuatus. 

Turneri. 

vermicularis. 

Cutleria multifida. 

Dictyota dichotoma. 

Dictyota var. intricata. 

Dictyosiphon foenicula- 
eeus. 

Haliseris polypodioides 

Litosiphon pusillus 
(Chloroaiplion pmillus . ) 
lamiuariffi. 

Padina pavonia. 

Punetaria latifolia 
plantaginea 


Order Oeramiacejb 
Oallithamnion affine 
arbuBCula 
barbafcum 
Borreri 
bracbiatum 
Brodisei 
byssoideum 
coryoifiosum 
cruciatum 


MELANOSPEEMEi®. 


tenuissima. 

Stilopbora rhizodes 
Lyngbycei 
Striaria attenuata. 
Taonia atomariafDwifyoiJa 
atomaria.) 

Zonaria coliaris 
parvula. 

Order EcTOCARPACEi® 
Cladostephus spongiosus 
verticillatus. 

Chtetomorpba plumosa 
{Sphacelaria plu/nnua) 
Ectocarpus anipbibius 
bracbiatus 
crinitus 
distortus 
fasciculatus 
fenestratuB 
granulosus 
Hincksifie 
Landsburgii 
littoralis 
longifructus 
Mertensii. 
pusillus 
siliculosus 
sphffirophorus 
tessellatus 
tomentosus 

Myriotrichia clavcoformis 
flliforinis. 

Sphaceiaria cirrliosa 
filicina 
fusca 
racemosa 
radicaus 
scoparia 

Order Fucace.’e 
Gystoseira barbata 


BHODOSPEBMEiB. 


Daviesii 
t'aseiculatum 
fioccosum 
fioridulum 
graciilimuin 
granulatum (C\ spongi- 
osum) 

Hookeri 

bormocarpum 

interruptum 


ericoides 

fibrosa 

foeniculacea 

granulata 

Fucodium canaliculatum 
(Fucus cmaliculatus). 
nodosum Jiodo- 

sus). 

tuberculatum (Pycno- 
pkycus tubcrculatas). 
Fucus anceps 
ceranoides 
Mackaii 
serratus 
vesiculosus. 

Halidrys siliquosa. 
Himanthalia lorea. 
Sargassum vulgare 
bacciferum 

Order Laminariac!e.=e 
Alaria esculenta. 

Chorda filum. 

lomentaria 
Laminaria digitata 
fascia 

fascia, var. debilis. 
phyllitis 
saccharina 
Btenophylla. 

Sacchorhiza bulbosa (L. 
hulbosa) 

Order SpoEOGnNACE.a5 
Arthrocladia villosa. 
Oarpomitra Cabrerce, 
Desmarestia ligulata 
pinnatinervia 
aculeata 
viridis 

Sporochnus peduncula- 
tus. 


mesocarpiim 
plum a 
plumula 
var. horriduium 
polyspernium 
roseum 
Bothii 
socundatum 
sparsum 
tetragonum 
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te.tricum 

thuyoideum 

tripinnatum 

Turneri 

versicolor 

virgatulum. 

Ceramium acantLono- 
tum 

ciliatum 

Deslongehampsii 
diaphanum 
echionotum 
fastigiatuin 
fiabelligerum 
gracillimum 
mici'ocladia Oocksii 
rubruni 
var, decurrens 
var. proliferura {(76^- 
ramium hotryocar- 
pum) 
strictum 

tenuissimum {G. nodo- 
siim). 

Oorypospora pedicellata 
{Callithamnion pactu 
cellatwm), 

Crouania attenuata. 

Dudresuaia coccinea. 

GrifBthsia barbata 
corallina 
Devoniensis 
secundijQora. 
setacea. 

Haiurus equisetifolius 
( Griffithsia eqidsdi- 
folia) 

var. simplicifllum. 

Microcladia glandulosa. 

Ptilota plumosa 
elegans {P. sencea). 

Seirospora GrifSthsiana 

Order Oiiondrif;.?e 

Polyides lumbricalis {P. 
rotmidus). 

Lomentaria articulata 
kaliformis 
ovalis 
parvula 
reflexa. 

(The live foregoiug 
were formerly inclu- 
ded in Ohyloeladia.) 

Laurencia pinnatitida 
hybrida (A. cwspitosa.) 
obtusa. 

Order Coballinace.® 

Oorallina eiongata 
officinalis 
squamata. 

J ania corniculata , 
rubens. 

Melobesia agariciformia 
calcarea 
farinosa 
fasciculata 
lichenoides 
membranacea 


polymorpha 

pustulata 

vermcata. 

Order Cryptonemiaceje 
A hnfeldtia plicata {Gym- 
nogongrus plicatus ) . 
Oallophyllis laciniata 
{Rhodymenia laci- 
niata) ^ 

Oatenella opuntia. 
Ohondrus crispus. i 

Ohyloeladia clavellosa i 
{Ohrysymenia clavcl- 
losa) 

rosea {Chrysymenia 
rosm), 

Oystoclonium purpnras- 
cens {Hypnxa pur- 
purascens). 

Dumontia filiformis. 
Furcellaria fastigiata. 
Gigartina aeicularis 
mamillosa 
pistillata 
Teedi. 

Gioiosiphonia capillaris. 
Grateloupia filicina, 
Glymnogongrus Grif- 
fithsite 

Norvegicus {Chondnis 
Nm'cegicvs). 

Halymenia ligulata 
var. diehotoma i 

var. latifolia ! 

var. ramentacea. i 

Kallyraenia microphylla 
reniformis. 1 

Phyliophora Brodieei i 

var. simplex 
menibranii’olia 
palmettoides 
rubens. 

Schizymenia Dubyi 
{Kalhj'me.ri'm'Dahyi), 
edulis [Jridxa edulis). 
Stenogramma interrupta 

Order Gelidiaci:^ 

Gelidium coriieum 
var. abnorme i 

var. aculeatum j 

var. capillaeeum 1 

var. clavatum | 

var. claviferum I 

var. confertum 
var. crinale 
var. flexuosum 
var latifolium | 

var. pinnatum i 

var. pulchellum j 

var. sesquipedale i 

var. uniforme | 

0 rder Helminthocladie.® 1 
Helminthora divaricata I 
. {Rudr^naia divari- \ 
cata). j 

purpurea {Ncmaleon \ 
purpurmm), i 


. Nemaleon multifidum. ' i 

Scinaia furcellata {Gi- | 

nanniafurcellata). | 

Order Bhodomelace® ; 

Bonnemaisonia aspara- i 

goides. i 

Bostrichia scorpioides. 
Ohondriopsis dasyphylla , 

{Laurencia dasyphylla) ] 

tenuissima {Laurencia 
tenuissima). 

Dasya arbuscula 
Oattlowiss 
coccinea 

corymbifera {D.venusta) 

oceilata ’ 

punicea. 

Odonthalia dentata. 

Polysiphonia aiHnis 
Agardhiana 

atro-rubescens ! 

Brodiffii 
byssoides 
'Carmichaeliana 
divergens 
elongella 
fastigiata 
iibrata 
flbrillosa 
feetidissima 

formosa ' ^ 

furcellata 

Grevillii I 

Griffithsiana i 

nigrescens 

obscura | 

parasitica 
Bichardsoni 
sertularioides {P. pul- 
vinata) 
simulans 
spinulosa 
stricia 
subulifera 
nrceolata 
variegata 
vioiacea. 

Bhodomela lycopodi- 
oides 
subfuRca. 

Bytiphlasa pinastroidea 
complanata 
fxutieulosa 
thuyoides. 

(The three foregoing 
are now included in 
the genus Polysi- 
phonia.) 

Order Bhodymeniace® 
Oordylecladia erecta 
{Graciluria erecta). 

Euthora cristata {Rixdy- 
menia cristata). 

Maugeria sanguinea 
{Lelesseria sanguinea). 
Plocamium coccineum. 
Bhodymenia palmata 
var. margmifera 
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var. sarniensis 
var. simplex 
var*. sobolifera 
palmetta 
var nicseensis 
Ehodophyllis append!- 
\culata. 

bill da {Uhodymmia 

Ufidd), 

Order Sphjeiiocogcoide;e 
Oalliblepharis ciliata 
{Rhodymmia dUaUt\ 
jubata {Rhodymenia 
jubata). 

Delesseria alata 
angustissima 
hypoglossum 
nisei folia 
sinuosa. 


Gracilaria confervoi- 
des 

compressa 

mnltipai'tita. 

Nitopbyllum Bonnernai- 
Boni 

Gmelini 
Hillim 
laeeratum 
punctatura 
var. crispatum 
var. flmbriatnm 
var, ocellatum 
var. Pollexfenii 
thysanorhizans 
uncinafcum 
versicolor 

Spbfflrococcus coronopi- 
folius. 


Order Spykidiace.!I 5 
Spyridia filamontosa 

Order S<,>uamakl'e 
A ctinococcus Hennedyi. 
Cruoria adhairens 
pellita. 

Hapalidium pbyllacti- 
dium {RithocysHs 
Allmami). 

Hildenbi-andtia rubra. 
Petroee ls crueiita. 
PeysBonelia JDubyi. 

Order 'WRANGEiJACE.a 5 
Atractophora hypnoides, 
Naccaria Wiggii. 
Wrangelia multifida 
var. pilifera. 


ERRATA. 


Page 

5, Fig, 3, /or coloured, read colourless. 

0, hue J6. The word » Order ” here, as in all other instances in this work where 
ra fsrence IS made to groups ol plants, shonld be printed with a capital letter 

13, ime 37, /or variations, varieties. 

17, line 17, /or Oladophora, read Oladophorm. 

3-5, line 45, omit the word “ represented.” 

38, line 6, /or mammillaj, read mamillfie. 

54, line 27, ./br .Baliseris, read polypodioides. 

64, last line, /or its, read of. 

72, line 4 1 , /or lattissima, read latissima. 

73, line 19, /or Eccocarpace®, read Ectecarpem. 

79, Fig. 80, /or Ectocarpace®, read Eetocarpe®. 

98, line 24, /or stranis, read streams. 

>■ -bnlifera, 

141, Fig. 130, /or latifolia, read latifolium. 

W it! .« 7 °"^ “ ““ " 

192, line 29, /or the under, read under the. 

225, line 11, /or others, read other. 

226, line 42, for Callithamnia®, read Oallitharani®. 


INDEX. 


Ahnfeltia pliqata, Ifif; 
Alaria esculenta, 42, 04 
Asperococous compressus. 
64 

echinatus, 64, 

Turneri, 56, 64 
vermicularip, 66 
Arthroclaflia villosa, 44, 46 


Bangia fusca purpurea, J) 
Bonnemaisonia asparagoi- 
des, 94 

Bostrichia scorploides, 98 
Bryopsis hypnoides, 22, 20 
plumosa, 21, 23 


Oallibleplaaris ciliata, 136 
jubata, 136 

Oallithamnion afiSne, 220 
arbuscula, 213, 223, 224 
barbatum, 212 
Borreil, 220 
bracbiatura, 214 
Brodisei, 215 
byssoideum, 219 
corymbosum, 219, 224 
crueiatum, 212 
Daviesii, 227 
fasciculatum, 220 
fllisinum, 220 
floccosum, 212 
floridulum, 226 
gracillimum, 220 
granulatum, 223, 224 
Hookeri, 215 
borridulum, 212 
niesocarpum, 226 
pluma, 213 
plumula, 211 
polyspermum, 219 
pumilum, 212 
purpureurn, 226 


Gallitbam'nion--co?i. 

roseum, 219 i 

Kotbii, 225 | 

seirospermum, 209 ' 

sparsum, 227 
spongiosum, 223 
tetragonnm. 213. 214 
tetricum, 215, 216 ! 

thuyoideum, 223 j 

tripinnatum, 220 ( 

Turneri, 213, 214 i 
virgatulum, 227 
Callophyllis laciniata, 16S ; 

Oalothrix eonfervicola, 27 i 
seuiiplena, 24 j 

Oarpomitra Oaprereo, 44, 50 
Catenella opuntia, 182 | 

Ceramium acanthonotum, ' 
198 ■ . . i 

botryocarpura, 192 I 
ciliatum, 197 i 

decurrens, 192 ! 

Deslongcbampsii, 192 . 
diaphanum, 193 ; 

ecbionotum, 197 i 

fastigiatum, 194 
flabeiligerum, 197, 198 i 
gracillimum, 194 i 
microcladia Ooeksii, ! 
188 

nodosum, 194 i 

rubrura, 23, 24, 27, 72, ; 

188, 197, 227 ! 

var. proliferum, 192 i 
sti’uctum, 194 I 

tenuissimum, 194 i 
Gbordaria divaricata, 67 ; 

llagelliformis, 66, 67 | 

Chondriopsis dasyphylla, !■ 

97 ; 

tenuissima, 97 | 

Cbondrus crispus, 68, 122, ■ 
159, 166, 173 
Norvegicus, 166 
Chorda dlum, 4, 29, 42, 62, i 
63 ; 

iomentaria, 40, 42, 66, ' 
S3 

tomentosa, 42 i 

Chylocladia articulata, 90 
clavellosa, 177 . 

parvula, 90 I 


Chrysyinenia O; cadenais, 
177 

Oladopliora albida, 18 
ai'cta, 17, 18 
Balliana, IS 
Brownii, 19 
diffusa, 16 
falcate, 16 
flexuosa, IS 
fraeta. 18 
Gattyso, 19 
glaucescens, 19 
gloraerata, 18 
gracilis, IS 
Hutehiusise. 5, 16 
Iffitevirens, 15, 16, IS 
lanosa, 16, 19 
Maeallana, 19 
pellucida, IS 
rectangularis, 16 
refracta, IS 
Eudolphiana, 18 
rupestris, 17, 18 
uncialis, IS 

Oladostephus spongiosus, 
74, 202, 205 
verticillatus, 74 
Oodium bursa, 19 

tomentosum, 19, 20 
Conferva sorea, 34, 15 
melagonium, 14 
Youngana, 14 
tortuosa, 5, 14 
Ooralliua officinalis. 13, 22, 
121, 122, 131, 197, 
202 

squamata, 122 
Oordylecladia erecta, 158 
CorynospDra pedieellata, 
209,210 

Crouania attenuata, 202 
Cruoria adhfisrens, 124 
pellita, 124 

Cutleria mulUflda, 53, 5S 
Oystoelonium purpui'a- 
scens, ICG 
vaK cirrhose, 168 
OystOvSeira barbata, 37 
ericoides, 36, 71 
fseniculacea, 37 
fibrosa, 8(5, 72 
granulata, 37 
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Dasya arbuscula, IIS 
Cattlowiffi, US 
coccinea, 116, 117 

corynibifera, llS 
ocellata, 117, 118 
puEiicea, 118 
venusta, 116 

Delesseria alata, 127, 129, 
216 

var. angustissima, 
128, 129 

liypoglossuiE, 129 
infcerrupta, 160 
rascifoUa, 129 
sanguiuea, 124, 150 
aitmosa, 127 

Desnaarf^stia aeuleata, 44, 
45, 78, 116 
ligulata, 44 
pinnatinervia, 46 
viridis, 44, 46 

Dictyoaiphon faaaiculaceus, 

/' 60 . 

Dictyota dichotoma, 53, 56, 

■ - .71 ■■ 

Dudreanaia coccinea, 202 
divaricata, 147 
Dumoatia flliformis, 185 


E. 

Ectocarpus bracMatus, 

81 

crinitus, 83 
distortua, 83 
fenestratus, 82 
granulosus, 81 
Hincksi80, 83 
Landsburgii, 83 
littoralis, 78, 63 
longifructus, 83 
Mertensil, 82 
ptisillus, 83 
spbceropborus, 83 
tessellatus, 83 
tomentosus, 83 
Elacbista attenuata, 71 
flaceida, 72 
fucicola, 71 
pulvinata, 71 
scutulata, 72 
stellulata, 71 
velutina, 72 

Enteroniorpba clatbrata, 

10, 13 

compressa, 10, 61, 72 
cornucopia), 13 
erecta, 13 
Hopkirldi, 13 
intestinalis, 9, 10 
Linkiana, 13 
percursa, 13 
Balfsii, 13 
ramulosa, 13 
Eutbora oristata, 154 


■ INDEX. 

F. 

Fucus anceps, 229 

eanaliculatus, 30, 22 J 
ceranoides, 34 
gi'acilis, 4 
Mackaii, 33 
nodosus, 33, lOS 
serratus, 28, 33 
vesiculosus, 28, 29, 30, 
34, 35, 54, 71 

Furcellaria fastigiata, 180 


G. 

Gelidinni cornGura, 140, 181 
var\ abnormc, 143 
var. aculeatum, 140 
va 7 - clavatum, 143 
va?\ crinale, 140 
mr, flexuosuai, 140 
var. latifolium, 140, 
143 

var, pinuatum, 140 
var. pulcbelluni, 140 
Gigartina acicularis, 170 
maniillosa, 159, 173 
pistillata, 170 
Teedii, 159, 170 
Ginaouia furcellata, 147 
Gloiosipbonia capillaris, 
182 

Gracilaria compressa, 138 
conforvoides, 138, 166 
erecta, 158 
multipartira, 139 
Grateloupia filicina, 181 
.Grifiithsia barbata, 208 
corallina, 205 
Dcvoniensis, 208 
equisetifulia, 205 
setacea, 206, 208, 212, 
216 

second iflora, 207 
Gymnogrongrus Grif- 
fitbsiCG, 165, 166 
Norvegicua, 166 
plicata, 166 


H. 

Halidrys siliquosa, 23, 35 
Haliseris polypodioides, 
54 

Halurus equisetifolius, 205 
var. simplicililuin, 
205 ^ 

Halymenia ligulata, 178 
Helmintbocladia purpurea, 

' 144 

Helminthora divaricata, 
147 

Hildebrandtia rubra, 73, 

>Himantbalia lorea, 37, 73 
Hypncea purpurascens, 166 


Irklcca edulis, 159 


Jania eorniculata 122 
rubens, 122 


Kallymeuia Dabyi, 182 
micropbilla, 170 
reuiformis, 168, 170 


L. 

Laminaria bulbosa, 41, 2^51 
caperata, 230 
digitata, 40, 108, 127, 
129, 130, 131, 154, 
198, 213, 215, 229, 
230 

va7\ stenopliylla, 40, 
229 

fascia, 40, 62 
longieruris, 39 
phvllitis, 39, 42 
sacoharina, 38, 39, 40, 
227, 230 

stenopbylla, 230 
Laurencia ccespitosa, 94 
dasypbylla, 97, 98 
bybrida, 94 
obtusa, 94, 98 
pinnatiflda, 93, 94 
tenuissima, 97, 98 
Leatliesia Berkeley!, 68 
crispus, 68 
tuberifonnis, 66, 68 
Litosipbon laminariece, 64 
pusilius, 63 

Lomentaria articulata, 90 
debilis, 40 
kaliformis, 89 
ovalis, 8S> 
parvula, 90 
refloxa, 93 

Lyiigbya Carmicbaelii, 23 
tlacca, 24 
majuscula, 24 


Maugeria sanguinea, 124, 
150 

Melobesia pustulata, 122 
verrucata, 122 

Mesogloia Griffitbsiana, 6B 
vbrmicularis, 68 
virescens, 68 

Mierocladia glaudulosa, 188 



Myrionema clavatimi, 73 
Leclanclieni, 73 
punctifonne, 72 
strangulans, 72 
Myriotriehia clavtcformis, 
84 

filiformis, S3 


IsFaccaria iiypnoides, 150 
Wiggii, 150 

Nemaleon multifidum, 14J: 

purpurea, 144 
Nitophyllura Bonnemai- 
soni, 130 
Gmelini, 130 
Hillise, 130 
laceratum, 131 
punotaturo, 132 
mr. crispatum, 135 
vm'. ocellatum, 135 
thysanorphizans, ISO 
versicolor, 132 


Odonthalia dentata, 101 


Polysiplionia— ^on. 
flbrillosa, 110,116, 
foetidissima, 116 
formosa, 109 
furcellata, 116 
Grevillii, 116 
Griffithsiana, 116 
nigresceus, 106, 107, 
192 

obscura, 116 
parasitica., 110 I 

patens, 110 i 

pulvinata, 115 i 

Eicbardsoni, 115 I 

sertularioides, 115 I 

simulans, 116 
spinulosa, 115, 116, 229 i 
subulifera, 116 
variegata, 114 
violacea, 114 
Porphyra iaciniata, S, 0 
vulgaris, 9 

Ptilota elegans, '83, 201, 
216 

plumosa^ 198 
serieea, 201 

Pimctaria latifolia, 40, 61, 
62, 63 

plantagina, 62, 63 
tenuissima, 62, 63 
Pycnophycus tuberculatus, ; 


Sacchoriza bulbosa. 230 

Sargassum bacciforuui, 29 

Schizymenia edulis, ISi 
Dubyi, 182 

Seinaia furcellata, 147 

Seirospora GrilTitbRiana 
209, 225 

Spbseroeoccus corononi 
folius, 138 

Sphacelaria cirrbosa, 77 
fllicina, 74, 77 
fusca, 78 
pluinosa, 7S 
racemosa, 78 
radicans, 78 
scoparia, 77 
sertularia, 77 

Sporocbnus peduneulatus 
49, 227 

Spyridia filamentosa, ISO 

Stenogramma interrupta 
160 

Stilopbora Lyngbyaei, 59 
rbizodes, 56, 60 

Striaria attenuta, 60, 61 


Taonia altomaria, 56 


Padiua pavonia, 53, 55 
Petrocelis cruenta, 124 
Peyssonelia Dubyi, 124 
Phyllopbora Brodiaai, 161, 
174 

var. simplex, 162 
membranifolia, 162 
palmettoides, 162 
rubens, 122, 1 61 
Plocamium coccineum, 157 
Poiyides lumbricalis, 86, 89, 
116, 180 

rotundus, 16, 86 
Polysipbonia affinis, 107 
arceolata, 108, 110 
atro-rubesceus, 115 
Brodiasi, 114 
byssoides, 113 
Carmichseliaua, 116 
divergens, 229 
elongata, 110, 115 
elongella, 115 
fastigiata, 108 
flbrata, 108, 110, 116 


Ealfsia verrucosa, 71 
Ehodomela lycopodioides, 
98 

subfusoa, 98 ; 

Ebodopbyllis appendicu- ; 
lata, 157 
bifida, 157 
vm\ ciliata, 157 
Ehodymenia bifida, 157 
wr. ciliata, 157 
cristata, 154 
laciniata, 168 
palmata, 40, 73, 81, 
150,153 

iw\ marginifera, 153 
var. sarniensis, 153 
simplex, 153 
mr. sobolifera, 153 
palmettt^ 154, 160, 168 
var. Nicseansis, 154 
Bytipblflea complanata, 102 
fructiculosa, 105, 115 
pinastroides, 102 
thuyoides, 105 


Ulva orispa, 8 
lactuea, 13, 229 
latissima, 8, 10, 72, 229 
linza, 9, 10, 229 


Vaucberia clavata, 23 
veiutina, 20 


Wrangelia multiflda, 148 
pilifera, 149 


Zonaria collaris, 55 
parvula, 55 

Zostera marina, 23, 62, 


K.B.—Tn fche foregoing index we liave mentioned every page in which 
each plant is referred to, however incidentally, hoping that a seaicher may 
thereby readily trace out the history or peouliarities^f a^y plant about 
which he desires to know. 
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